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Patience and Perseverance, 



CHAP. Iv 

t 

X HE day following that on which this 
important but not elucidating letter had* 
arrived at the general's, was that on which 
the world of fashion, extravagance, and 
intrigue, were expected to display their 
various pretensions to wit, beauty, and 
splendour, tinder the auspices of the 
countess of Castlehowel, who had long 
considered herself monopolist of all the 
three; but who had of late found herself in 
the situation of many other beauties, who 
are willing to reign when their subjects 
are unwilling to be governed, and Jirc 
' vol.* II. B driven 
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driven to compromise in \points where 
they were accustomed to command. 

The countess was a woman of genteel 
famiiy, but very small fortune^ and had 
been taught, 'early in life, to set a great 
value on those charms which she con- 
iidered the means of fortune, and upon 
tho§e accomplishments which were calcu- 
lated to give power to beauty, and per- 
petuate its empire. Rank and splendour 
were rendered the great objects of desire, 
^nd to attain them> as lord Lyttleton says. 

Hands, eyes, and lips, were put to school, 
And each instructed feature had its rule. 

,The countess did not disgrace her edu* 
cation ; she fixed her affections on a coro- 
net ; and though many, temptations oc- 
curred,, which would have made a mind 
less vigorous, or less vain, have given up 
the pursuit, and rested satisfied with a less 
glittering prize, lady Sarah, though the 
portionless daughter of a lord, who, with 
Tery good blood in his veins^ knew the 

world 
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vrorld too well to expect that would be 
accepted in lieu of the treasures of Ophir, 
outstript the hopes of her family, and lii 
the eighteenth year of her zgt, became 
wife of the earl of Castlehowel, who w^ 
very fond, very rich, and very weaft, 
three qualities that rendered him, in the 
opinion of many young women of fashion^ 
the most enviable match in England ; and 
therefore the countess had the honour she 
most coveted — the envy of her own sex, 
which; in some cases, is as sweet as the 
admiration of the other. 

For several years, the beauty and fashion 
of the countess were the theme of pane- 
gyric— her splendid ffites and exlravagantt 
dress, the subject of delight and surprise : 
in turn her high play excited observation; 
and, as athingin course, her powers of draw* 
ing others into the snare where she had su& 
fered herself, became the topic of animad- 
version ; and many who had in vain sought 
to mix in her splendid parties, or pay the 
iiicens(b' of flattery at the shrine of bet 

B« • beauty. 
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^auty, could now, with a knovv^Bg shrug, 
pity th©se who had been more successfu-l 
All obtaiaing her ladyship's protection. 

The career of dissipation, and especially 
-that period of it which had been devoted 
to the feverish atmosphere of a gaming* 
^able, had made its usual inroads on the 
beauty and health of the countess of 
CastJd^Pwel ; and there were periods in 
.which the extreme lassitude arising from 
intolerable fatigue, obliged her to admit 
x>fa temporary cessation of business and 
pleasure; for even a fine lady may b^ 
4ired out, .though her power of enduring 
toil -certainly is as far beyond that of aa 
ordinary charwoman, as the difference in 
tlieir rank : and it happened during one 
• of these languid periods, that an ac- 
^quaintanc^ commenced between sir Ed- 
ward Langdale and the countess; in which 
the latter, conscious that she could not 
^arm by her usual splendour, endea- 
vouifed tp make up that deficiency by be- 
xoming^ as the novel phrase is, most 

exquisitely 
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exquisitely interesting ; and shie succeeded 
so far as to make the baronet consider her 
a« a very lovely woman, of most amiab!^ 
disposition, whom circumstances had se- 
duced into the path of dissipation ; and' 
though nor much inclined to- 'think fa- 
vourably of women of fashion, he gaW 
her ladyship credit for a larjjer portion of 
purity in sentiment, and urbanity in dis- 
position, than any in the circle of his a^c- 
quaintance. He looked at her'terd*, arid^ 
felt shocked at the disproportlbir of intel- 
lect Between tbem ; and, like rfiany ottfer 
ihen> was persuaded that had she' fetetv 
united to himself, she woufd havefe'efen a^ 
yiery different woman;, not perceivin^'-that* 
his own errors fn conduct were fiill ari^ 
likely to mislead her, as the deficiefrciisf 
m her present husband's uhdehtanding.i 
These sentiments naturally prddircc^d some-- 
what of that tendernessf her ladyshfi]^* 
wished to excite, during her pens^roso' 
xnood^ and, as she imagitled; laid the*, 
foundation of a warmer and blinder aK 

b3 tachment;. 
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lachment, when such an one should be- 
come necessary to her interests, and con- 
tribute to that splendour of exhibition, 
and affectation of pleasure and power, 
which. had long usurped the seat of de- 
posed happiness in the bosom of the 
peeress. 

Her ladyship had so long held the feel- 
ings, the actions, and the happiness of 
others in her power, and played them off 
according, to her own ambition or caprice, 
she at length concluded herself perfectly 
{fi^e from thQ weakness she h^d so often 
r^diu^iiled in others, and found, with no 
small 9larav» that sir Edward was really be-r. 
coo^ an object of so much, interest with 
1|^, that she was n^ver m^y in any party 
where he was absent ; that his society su* 
perseded even her desire for play ; and, 
yfhfii was still stranger, sq far from wish- 
ijf)g! :tp jiead him to the gaming-table, to 
s^e the fate of tbose who had paid in solki 
gpld for empty blandishments, she felt 
desfirons rather to save him eyen fcam her- 
self. 
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self. Thus the dawnings of illicit love 
are often found in unison with amiable 
feelings^ a circumstance to be much la- 
mented^ as it sometimes casts a veil over 
their deformity 'm the eyes of the unthink- 
ing, and disposes even the best of u& ta 
'' call good evil, and evil good.*^ ^ 

The degree of surprise excited by 9 
sense of new emotions, did not lead the 
countess to many exertions against the 
insidious^ passion^ of wbieh she had heard 
mucfa^ and believed little; but she was^ 
anxious, to an uncommoii' degnee^ ttmr it8« 
fullest effects should be felt by the baro«- 
net ; and perhaps her unusual solicituder 
proved his, greatest safeguard ;^ as, notwitlw 
standing > his prepossession in her favour^ 
lie could not avoid considering hep in the 
light of a woman who knew the world,, 
and loved it too well ta be likely to sacri- 
fice its honours a^id pleasures at the shrine 
of tranisitory passion. As her ladyship re- 
covered her health, and renewed her orgies^ 
#t ^tbe gaming-table, he recovered 'his 

B 4 powers^ 
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powers of observation i and, at the end of 
the season, th^ countess tbitnd herseff hh 
debtor for six hundred guineas, without 
lahy hold on hte heart that coufd indem- 
nify her fop the- loss/ During her cessa^ 
tion ill. the following summer, it washed 
misfortune to tfiink more about this otie 
creditor, a thousand times^ thaft of the 
whole multitude, who for many years past 
had bad the honour of standing in that 
capacity to her ladyship ; and whM, dfter 
iome previous pangs from the " gre^n-eiytfd 
monster/' she dt iast was finally aissured of 
hJ6 marriage, her rage, sorrow, and mor-^ 
tification, utterly exceeded all she :had^ 
felt before; and did ndt subside till she 
had formed a resolution of leaving no^ 
a«t untiied to gain the affections of the 
bridegroom, which she concluded, on the 
authority of observation, might be found 
jmoce yielding the fpUowing winter than 
they had been the past, when, in alljpro* 
bability, he had been (as the phrase is) in 
lave with the girl he bad now married> ^d 

who, 
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who, in a few monthsy havitig k>st the* 
charm of novelty, would cease to, attach- 
him. Iri this conclusion she wasstill more*^ 
confirmed, when she found that sir EdwardV" 
a'flTairs were in such a state of decline as to<4 
need the specific of ai> heiress>; and^as^ 
her own were in equal want oJ^'cordialv 
she contemplated both the man and his^ 
w^fe as desiderate in her systert*, and re- 
solved to act accprdrhgly. 

Though sir Edward Langdale did nol" 
love his wife^ either as she merited love, or 
as he was capable of feeling it, yet from* 
tome latent'cause, the charms and the ma-» 
noeuvres of the countess failed in calling- 
forth any feeling similar to her own^' 
Some little germ of virtue, some sense of^ 
honour, esteem for his wife, or perhaps; 
a wandering inclination for another, con-^ 
tinually opposed itself to her wishes; avd 
the season was again passing by> without 
her ladyship having made any progress im . 
gaining his heart, or paying her debt : 
Mrt as the, next: best thing, she had cer- 

b5 tainly 
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taiidyit^j? s^ti^fection, of believing tbat.sbe 
had made hU wife taleral>ly miserable^ ag 
the ingenuous counleliaiice. of C^iseld^ 
had in itSt yarifOiis changes of complexion 
shewjn but too plainly during the little 
intercourse Ihie t^Q ladiei; had held witb^ 
^ach Qther^ 

Such: was the countess of Castlehpwel; 
whose splendid rooms were now thrown, 
open to receive tb« motley crp^n^^ of visi-* 
tftfits^ whom, whim, wit, ignorance, or 
fashion, hajd arrayed m every possible va- 
i^ty of garb, and taught to assume every 
mode of' conversation. Lady Langdale 
wore a domino ; sir Edward said he inr^ 
tended to appear as a Spanish grandee, but; 
it was not possible for him to go early, 
which he pressed his lady to do^ because, 
the scene was new to her, and she was 
most likely to be amused by it, before the. 
dancing commenced. Ever thankful for 
even the most trivial marks of personal; 
attention, Griselda took his advice, and 
was received by the ciiuntess. in the most. 

flattering 
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flatieriDg xnaanerai^ one off ber e^rlieati 
visitants^ and bjr her introduced to a* 
jouog lady who was babi^ed in the u^aL 
co^ume of the god^f^a^: of Fortune, but as 
ahe; wore no mask^ lady Langdale €on^ 
eluded she was probably a. relation of the 
counter's ; in. this'she was sooa undeceived^ 
as that lady had scarcely pronounced her 
nam^ Misi^ Templeman^ than she add€d>. 
ki a half whisper^ '^ A. poo<r girl I keep to^ 
oblige lord Castlehowel ;' a very good 
child, I confess, and has nothing vulgar 
about her, or I could not consent to it.-— - 
As I shall be inevitably torn from you in^ 
Ae course of the evening, my dear lardy 
L. I have given her particular orders to» 
attend to you/' 

Lady Langdale was not more vexed a^. 
the indelicacy of this address, than struck 
with, the; subji^ct of it, whose " pure and 
elegant blood" rose in her cheek with the 
modest indignation^ of wounded sensibility. 
She appea^d about eighteen ; her figure^. 
Ibooght not tali) was extremely elegant>. 

B & and 
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and Griselda thought her the most beduti- 
Ail brunette she ha^ ever i>eheld^ and per- 
ceived imtviediately a streng Menesb in hei: 
to the Madt^na^ the countess had purchased, 
and was therefore nolongeratalossfbrthe 
eausd of her remark^ ^' That she feared it 
might be mistaken for a portrait of one o.f 
her own family/' She addressed heirwith^ 
all that reassum^g suavity of manner whif h 
was natural to her^ and which soon re^*; 
stored the lovely girl to such a degree of 
self-pos^ssioii^ as enabled her to^showlthat 
native grace, and the advantages, of a libe- 
ral education^ were not less attractive ia 
her than the beauty slie so. eminently 
possessed. 

Griselda's generous heart was affected 
.il^ith the situation of this lovely girl, which 
she could not believe was a happy oney 
dnd was certaiii, in hei-dep^n4ent situation^ 
eoiild not be deemed a proper ojid ; but 
while she was casting about in her mind 
how it could be {Possible for her to im- 
prove it^ without an interference she bad 

not 
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i^ot yet a right t^ make^ the room be- 
gan to. fill with Company, and Miss Tem- 
pi 6ifiian< was reminded by the countess that 
she h^d a character tofiuslain : as the lady 
said this, she vanished to disguise herself; 
artd then mix witb the throng, thus de- 
puting the 5^oung representative of the 
fickle goddess to entertain her guests,* . 
most of whom having been received by 
her Isrdyship unmasked, were not aware oP 
her intended change. 

Friars and nuns, Turks and Jews, Chinese 
and Laplanders, Czars and- beggars, alt 
paid their rejects in turn to Fortune, and 
were received with a smile and a blush, not 
unfrequently followed by a low sigh, which 
did tiot escape the ear of lady Langdale, who 
still continued near the attractive shrine, 
and was much amused by the different ad- 
dresses of those around her, although she- 
fbUnd some degree of awkwardness in the 
ttovetty of' her- situation, and wished ex- 
ceedingly to- see sir Edward enter the 
room^ While her eyes were bent towards 
• "^'^M the 
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the dooc, she percefveid a troop of gipsies 
enter, headed by therr king, wha, after 
giving them orders Whrch dispersed thetti 
in various part^, approached the place 
where she was sitting, with the goddess af 
Fortune at her right hand,, and, iii a sup^ 
plicating tone, requested the latter " to* 
shower some of her favours oil one whos^ 
life was dedicated to the acknowledgmeort 
of her power, and the revelation of her 
wilU'* 

*^ My power,*^ replied the fair emble^ 
matist, *' is acknowledged far beyond my 
wishes ; I therefore owe you no gratitude 
lor homage that is. unwelcome ; and stilL 
less am I inclined to grant you favours for 
t/earing the veil of futurity from my eyes,, 
and exposing my intentions to those vota** 
tx^B whose obedience is cendered more 
implicit frotn their bKndness/' 

" Ah I" said the tattered monarchy withi 
a sigh, '•^ihus^ are the Gtvours-af Fortune 
ever refused to those whamost ^alxiusly 
support her domimon : but know, unn 

grateful 
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graQefOl' queen, even your cruelty shall 
not prevent ray friendship or lessen my 

adoralion.? 

Ax this rootnent a venerable bramin^ of 
a majestic figure, approached, and waving 
round the goddess a long white wand^ 
ibtervened between her and the gipsy, 
exclaiming, in a solemn tone, '' Daughter 
o£ the dust,, listen, not to the tongue of the 
deceiver; let not the pride of beauty ren* 
der thee deaf to the voice of instruction,. 
or tbe flattery of youth render thee callous 
to the remonstrances of age." 

The seriousness of the address struck 
llie youthful auditor; and forgetting every 
character but her own, she replied, with 
equal sweetness and simplicity, ^' that she 
had never yet been averse from the lessons 
of wisdom, and she was ready to hear them^ 
BOW.*' 

*' Then listen to me,'* resumed the 
speaker, " thou.dewdrop of the morning, 
as yet unsullied in thy loveliness, and I 
trust uninjured iii thy peace. Fly from 

this 
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' «o 



thk jcirdev and' detest its vain^ dehghts^ 
Thou hast no protectress here ; f6i^ (he 
Circe of this palace oljers thee the Guptif 
intoxication to thy undoings and makes 
thy hand the medium of destruction to 
Qthers. Return then to the lowly path, 
where, hand, in hand with innocence aild. 
peaces thou mayest tread in the paths of 
contented humiJity, and leave this herd of 
kingly beggars and beggared kings, to-re- 
joice that thy escape has saved them (Vom 
an additional pang in the hour of rctri^ 
butive remorse/' 

'^ But whither, whither can I fly ?" ex- 
claimed the poor girl, exceedingly agi-^ 
tated. 

'^ Prove thy sincerity in the wish ex- 
pressed by that question/* returned the 
mask, in a voice more natural,* though 
less dignified, *' and thou wilt gain the 
jEriend tho» needest. Farewell; blossom 
of the spring ; forget not the advice of thy 
bramin ; remember- the eye of ?ifathsn is 
upon thee." 

'J A father I 
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'' A father r oh, sir, whoerer you are/' 
exclaimed Miss Templeman, fearing the 
bandage from her eyes, which were full of 
tears, '^ tell me " 

The bramin on speaking the last words 
had mixed in the crowds and was novf 
withdrawn. The lovely representative of 
Fortune looked wistfully round, but saw 
only lady Langdale and the king af the 
gipsies near hen. 

"Who,'* she again cried, " who can it 
be that has the goqdn^ss to interest him- 
self so much for me ?" 

*' That question must apply to nearly 
eveiy man in the room/* said the gipsy 
kin^ ; " but if you really wish to know 
what brought. the bramia from the plains 
of Hindostan^ to warn the goddess of For- 
tune, and to show her that she stands in 
as slippery a. place as any of her votaries, 
apply to my powers, of divination ; or if 
the seer has alarmed you by proscribing 
^ift, employ* your silent protectress there 
to doit for you." - 
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^' To this that protectress has no ob- 
jection/* said lady Langdale ; " for the^ 
bramin has awakened her curiosity ex- 
ceedingly/' 

The gipsy flung himself into. An atti- 
tude of astrological observation, and with 
much characterise icgi^imace andabUify'»iin 
a few moments broke into a doggrel rhap?^ 
sody;— 

*^ The braminVt b^rd is. whtta as snoir^ , 

/ • , . ; • •: '- ■'■ 

Yet auburp tresses shade his brow ; 

Nor distant is the day^ I ween, 
« When love to gild his path was seen;; 
But lo ! one planet's evil power • 

Hath rifled love's connubial bower. 
His &ir thefiaudful dice hath tost^ 
And with the gam^ her honour io$t» 
And all the injur'd biliniin kiiows^ 
0£ wounded^ honour^ lostrepose, 
Bajde him thy gentte breast alarm, ' 
T() save |hee from a deeper hacm.*^ 

'' It is so evident that you mrt the frien<i 
of the bramin/' said, Griseldia, '' that I am 

somewhat 
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somewhat surprised that he should think it 
necessary to warn the lady against you/' 

*' He knew me not, fair lady, or he 
would have told his protegee to have 
inquired her fortune at my hands. Had 
he condescQDjded to have requested a spe* 
cimen of' my powers, he would have been 
convinced that the king of the gipsies 
ought not to be classed with the seducers 
of innocence^ nor even the votaries of dis-» 
sipation/' 

Here he was interrupted by a country 
apotheqary, who, with great sang froid, 
cUimed the privilege, of his profession^ 
and proceeded to feel the p^ulse of the 
goddess of Fortune ; at which his tawny, 
majesty indignantly starting, exclaimed, 
"If that fair hand were committed but to 
my inspection, I would foretel si crisis to 

Fortune beyond the feeling of the mp- 
ment/' 

" Fair goddess, fly from this vagabond 
intruder with vour devoted slave," said the 
man of physic ; " for he has induced a 

nervous 
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nervous affection^ symptomatic of febrile 
ardency, for which it shall be my glorious 
province to administer the gentlest ano- 
dyne in the pharmacopoeia of Cupid.'* 

'* As I am in perfect heaFth/' replied the 
goddess, \vithdrawir>g her hand, " yoit 
must allow me to decline your specific." 

" Impossible ! you are not in health/* 
said the apothecary, endeavauring to re- 
tain her hand, *' and it is only deliriunj. 
which tempts you to think so. Every wo- 
man in the room has pronounced yovt 
bilious — every man beHevcs you to be 
rn a plethora : you are haunted by yel* 
low melanohory,- aiid guarded by black 
despair. I perceive excitability in your 
eyes, and irritability on your trembling 
Kp. Allow me, lovely invalid, to lead you 
where I can administer a consoling sopo-^ 
rific, to ^ steep your bosom in forgetful- 
ness,' and force you^to enjoy the pleasure 
your presence inspires/* 

Miss Templeman involuntarilyseized the 
arm of lady Langdale, who assured the 

apothecary 
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-apothecary that his proffered jalap most 
'be offered to a being of inferior note; 
for though the goddess of Fortune oftea 
dispensed drugs, like laany other dealers,* 
she never took any of ihem herselC 

The apothecary shrugged his should-ers 
and withdrew, while the gipsy, again 
adopting vthe air of inspiration, cried out, 

. " Ah 1 if beneath that hiilcyon wing, 
Tliis gentle daughter of the sp^riiig, 
Far from the croud's ignoble strife, 
-Goilld (luss tlie hours of virtuous life, 
Then might a Iteart to virtue prone, 
5igh at her feet, and dare be kmnciu^^ > 

As the extempore verses were pro- 
nounced with great warmth, and some for- 
getfulness of a peculiar twang of voice 
adopted by the character, Griselda fek 
assured that the voice was familiar to her; 
-and much interested in the earnest manner 
of the speaker, and more so in the person 
spoken of]^ she was rather at a loss how to 
reply, when her attention was suddenly 
arrested by the entrance of a Spanish 

grandee. 
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grandee, belighted to see her husband^ 
and imagining that she should enjoy the 
scene around her with infinitely more zest^ 
she immediately accosted him, observing 
she was sorry he had not arrived sooner, 
as there were a few characters which could 
not have failed to amuse him; and parti- 
cularized the king of the gipsies, who at 
the same time advanced with an oflfer of 
revealing the decrees of futurity to his 
excellenza. 

"It ill becomes don Rodrigo Anatheo 
Ferdinando del Almanza to listen to the 
voice of a vagabond/' replied the repre- 
sentative of the blue-blooded'^ grandee ; 
** but the first dulcet accents of this fair 
dame soften the pride of rank, and there- 
fore mollifies the resentment due to thy 
presumption. Speak then, thou monarch 
of the dingy race, and tell how far fair 
Venus shines propitious to my wishes/* 

After 9 moment's pause, the gipsy, in a 
severe tone, thus resumed his prophetic 
rhymes :— 

« From 



TATIEKCE AND PERSBVEKAKCS. S^ 

^' Fhxtt the eyrie, nearest Jove, 
Thou didst wed a matcMess love, 
Whose dOve<*like eye, and cygnet breast. 
Had luli'd thy guilty heart to rest. 
If honour held a tablet there. 
Or pity own'd the ungenVous sphere ; 
But he the guilty tale supprest — 
Rodrigo*s Conscience knows the rest.*' 

" Upon my honour, Mr. Gipsy, you 
give my conscience credit for more pene- 
tration than it possesses ; and your com** 
municatioii with the stars has played you 
fiifee Ihis time, however, fori had never the 
honour to wed either from the eyrie of 
Jove, or the nest of a dove/* 

The voice, which was now perfectly 
natural, convinced Griselda that she had 
been completely mistaken in supposing it 
was sir Edward ; and she was overwhelmed 
with confusion, which increased on the 
king of the gipsies withdrawing, especi- 
ally as she recollected this was the voice of 
the very person who had indirectly given 
her that information of sir Edward's pen- 

chafit 
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ijJiant for lady Gastlehowel, which had cost 
her so much uneasiness. She had inadver- 
tently mixed in the crowd, and she now 
looked wistfully round for her young 
companion. 

" To what part of the room shall I lead 
you, madam?** said the Spaniard^ inter- 
preting her looks, and bowing with pro- 
found respect upon her hand as he took it. 

^' To Fortune, sir; her figure maybe 
easily recognised by you. i left her at 
the upper end of the room." ^ 

*' When you, I presume, blest me by 
mistake, * with words of such sweet im*- 
port,* that I am persuaded the goddess 
was at that delicious moment as much my 
friend as you believe her to be yours; 
would to Heaven her influence might be 
ever felt only by us in unison !" 

V^ I certainly mistook you for sir Ed- 
ward, sir," said lady Langdale, /' whose ha- 
bit resembles yours. If you have seen him 
in the upper room, or any other part of 
the house, you will oblige me by conduct- 



ing 



PATlKKCfi A1vl> PlBBSEVBRANCE« 25 

ing me to Kim : I, do not apprehend there 
WjII be more than two masks in the same 
costume." 

*'To the* burning sands of India, or the 
snowy desarts of Siberia, loveliest aqd 
most injured of women, I would gladly 
conduct you ; but to your husband I can- 
^not bring a treasure he knows not how to 
value." 

'* This badinage, sir, is unworthy even 
the humours of the place : the honour of 
a Spaniard used tp be deemed so sacred, 
that he who assumes the garb should 
' imitate the virtue which he. has not/' 

'^ But, my dear lady, if you would per- 
suade me to an office from which my hexurt 
- recoils^ even while it burns to obey you, 
you must allow me the privilege of the 
moment, to pour out the feelings of a 
heart devoted to you, with an afdour that 
mocks controul, and— —" 

" Whoever you may be, sir," said 
Gfiselda, indignantly withdrawing her 
hand, ^' I insist upon your immediately 

VOL. II, c leaving 
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leaving me. The wife of sir Edward 
Langdale cannot listen to language like 
this in any situation." j 

'^ The wife of a dissipated man, beauti- 
ful enough to attract all eyes, and amiable 
enough to interest allhearts, must hednc 
language like this, and sooner or later to 
acknowledge its power,'- said the mask, 
somewhat haughtily. " The husband wbo 
neglects his wife challenges- !' 

At this moment a. lady, splendidly ar- 
rayed in . a Spanish habit, broke through 
the crowd, and seizing the gentleman^s 
arm,' exclainled — 

•' Cruel Antonio ! is it thus my love is 
repaid ? thus the jealousy that tortures 
my heart perpetually loaded with the fuel 
that consumes mef Ah, why did we ever 
leave the plain.s of Andxilusia^ to breathe aa 
atmosphere contagious in its inconstancy, 
and chilling in its influence I" 

The lady carried her point, for the don's 
ig\irprise was sixh that he instantly re* 
leased Grisejida^ who found herself^ at the 

same 
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same mometit/surrounded by the gipsy 
tribe, with the king at their head; ^nd in 
4he address of one of the fema'les, hieard 
the beloved voice of her dear Maria* • She 
now instantly recognised captain Sey- 
mour AS tbe gipsy king; and remem- 
bering the circumstance of his purchiasing 
-the Madona^ which so greally resembled 
JVliss Templeman^ she was no longer at a 
loss ;to account for the close attendance he 
had hitherto paid that lovely girl, whom 
JVIrs. Barnet in a whisper now desired lady 
^angdale to introduce her to. 

A$ the goddess of Eortuae continued 
Jiearly stationary, lady Langdale soon 
found her, and said, that tf she had any 
rinclination to have her fortune told, she 
liad brought a Sybil, whose sex a tleast 
V'duld not be an- objection to her inqui- 
tries. ■ . \' , 

The poor. gir1y;wi)thnifinite frankness, 
-gave her hand to; the gipsy, saying, 
"Though she had little' faith, yet she 
i^d much friendship Ja tb^ presentation.." 

^ 2 The 
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Th^ gipsy, after much examination, 
gave a deep sighv 

'* I am ufraid you find nothing good in 
mydestihy?*' 

*' I find, fair goddess, that it is your 
inisfortune to have the same, power of 
making your own fate, that you have over 
that of others; and I doubt whether your 
judgment and resolution be equal to the 
rectitude of your intentions." 

" Good Heavens !*' exclaimed the young 
creature, ''what is there hanging over my 
bead ! Every one I have seen this night, 
except those who approach me in the 
language of fulsome adulation, are giving 
me warning against an evil I cannot 'com- 
prehend^ and therefore know not^ how to 
elude." 

The gipsy approached still nearer to her. 

'^ I would unmask. Miss Templemah, but 
my face would be a stranger to you, for^ 
never was it seen in these rooms, -nor ever 
will, though Ihave entered them in disguise, 
at the desire of my husband, who h^s heard 

much 
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much of you from a friend, and wishes to 
serve you. Your youth, beauty, and ap*; 
parent innocence, induced us to hope that 
your present situation is irksorae to you ; 
yet you are a being so wrapt in mystery^ 
which, pardon me, is a sad pity, that we 
Vhow not how we can interfere, so as' to 
serve you." , 

*'* There is no mystery about me, indejed, 
madam : I beh'ev^ there must be some 
Qiistake in my person/' \ - " 

*M believe not : you call yourself Tcm»- 
pieman, and say your father was an artist. '^ 

" And I speak the truth ; — what else 
l^ould I speak? ' God forbid that I sbould^ 
disown a parent whose virtues I hQnout;(f^ 

'' The countess says you are extti^ahelj^. 
artful, and are anxious to prove yotifseif [ii 
gentlewoman, by some romantic claim^^ 
relationship to her lord ; and that firhi^/i^Ht^ 
he may some day be induced to own yotr 
for what she has long susjpecled yoi^^ bisn^ 
tural daughter.^ . ' ...rr 

The poor young, creatiire, gasping and 

c3 • breathless. 



90 BATIKNCB AND^ PERSEVERANCF. 

breathless/ was obliged to retire to an aJ- 
joiniag boudoir^ where she was attended 
by Mrs. Barnet and lady Langdale, wha 
were both exceedingly shocked at the ef- 
fects, of an address^ which, however kindly 
n^^ant, wa« too bluntly delivered to be 
justified* After a short struggle, «he burst 
into tears, which saved her from fainting ; 
and thcii addressing Mrs. Barnet, who used 
evccy consolatory expression she could de- 
vise to console her for the pain she hart 
QCcaiidned..beT,'she said, " If the countess^ 
or any other person, has thrown a veil of 
xr^stery over me> for the purpose of in- 
juriog me in the opittiohs of the virtuous^ 
siildigood; who only are worthy my re*-' 
givdfiHiefh^ve feeted with a degree of cfu- 
elip I had hitherto no idea of. The couti* 
iless' well knowB who I am; — I have na 
pcetlstisrohs to her rdationship, Jn any 
ttoy wfeateter :— I am neither more nor 
less than tiie ^dtfitghter of a miniature 
painter, who was once so fortunate as lo 
sav« the life of the earl.pf 'Castlehowel,- at 
... :. ,...:u ■ th^ 
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the risk of his own. Gratitude induced 
the cari to offer my father assistance, which 
he would never accept in 4iny way, till 
circumstances rendered an asylum for 
his .daughter acceptable. Had he," said 
she, weeping bitterly, ** had he foreseen to 
%^hat she was exposed when she left his 
fostering arms, he would have rather 
placed her in the meanest cottage, and se- 
cured bread purchased by her own labour, 
as a blessed alternative/' 

*' You shall live with me,'* said lady 
Langdale, taking her hand tenderly. 

'* No, no, that- will never do; after * 
what I have heard to-night, that is iwr 
possible.**^ 

^' What do.yoa mean J^-said lady J^^ng- 
dale, with a look of extreme solicitude. 

''I mean,'! mean," said she, blushing 
exceedingly, ^'I mean to be advised by this 
{ady4n every thing." 

/^Alaslf said Mrs. Barnet,, '' I can ootf 
ndvise yqu, fpr more is not in my powe^ 
This very morning,. I h^ard that niajor 

g4 Barnet 
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Barnet will soon be ordered with his regi- 
ment abroad^ and nothing less than his 
earnest request wotild have induced me to 
come out to-night. We will not now in- 
quire into your circumstances further : 
remember only, that no charge of ingra- 
titude, which the countess may endeavoAir 
to fasten upon you> will have any weight 
-with the virtuous and penetrating part of 
the community ; and that your letters to 
lady Langdale will always be attended to. 
1 am told you have fine. talents; and, of 
course, independence is in your power, 
if the luxuries of this place have not ener- 
vated you/* 

" Try, try me, dear madam," cried the 
agilated girl ; ^ you will find I have not 
forgot the days of honourable poverty, 
nor the resources of elegant industry, 
was born to no other portion, and I desire 
to live only by such exertions : — lady 
Castlehowel well knows hoiv oftea she has 
combatted my resolution ii^this respect.*^ 

The two friends now left this interesting 

young 
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young creature to recover her spirits Jn 
repose, and returned to the company — 
^Maria anxious to commuicate to her bo- 
som's lord the success of her mission, which 
was to probe the inclinaMons, and gain 
the wishes of Miss Templeman, and poor 
Griselda to cast round the room, again and . 
again, her anxiolis eyes, to seek for him 
who thought not of her — to feel that, in 
all this various assemblage, no heart throb- 
bed in unison with her own — and that she 
stood aloiie in a croud where every one 
appeared gay and happy. With these 
thoughts in her mind, and her eyes bent on 
the benevolent Maria, as she recounted 
her late conversation to the major, she was 
again accosted i)y the Spaniard, who, in a 
tone of irony, said — 

" Ah, lovely signora, in vain your beau- 
teous eye roves in search of the object of 
your idolatry ; like Baal of old, your deity 
is either journeying or jockeying; or he is 
'gone to his Egyptian toy again;' or per* 
adventure, he skepeth, and must be 

G 5 awaken ed« 
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awakened. WoiiW I eoukl tear you froi» 
this unnatural heresy, even by fire !" ; 

'^ J beg you will call my servants, major 
Barnet/' said lady Langdale, — The major 
obeyed. . 

*^ So much for a masquerade,*^ said Gri-: 
selda^ as she seated herself in the coach t 
*■ but rt is even thus in the^orJd of amuse- 
ment; the latigli of one moment is suc- 
ceeded by the sigh of another. Doubtless; 
I have left many an aching heart in the 
gay croud behind, me ; but surely not 
many whose triads are of the same nature 
with my own. What can that poor girl 
have heard tha* should make her renounce 
my protection ? andt what could that inso- 
lentman mean, by insinuating that sir Edr 
ward neglected me for another? Perhaps 
. his first inuendo, respecting the pouhtess^ 
was done on. purpose to inspire with jea» 
lousy the woman whose principles he 
wished to -undermine. Oh, what a world 
is this !" 

These thoughts brought Grlsclda to her 

owa 
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own 4oar^ where she learnt frorri the seir-r 
vanr> that sir.Edward was but gone to the 
masqtierade a short time before, having 
been dbappomted of his habit ; and that 
hewdre'a wiiite domino. How he had 
been engaged she :coQld form no idea, nor 
did she feel authofiied to inquire, since 
there was nothing new in the circum^ 
stance; but the remembrance of thedifi- 
ferent way in which major Barnet had at- 
tended on his Maria, again. struck lipon ber 
mind. By association, she remembered^ 
Ibe address of the Spatiish lady to het 
persecuting grandee, and thought the 
figure and manner of that lady resembled 
lady Castlehowel; and she could not help 
concluding that she bad seized on the 
^Spaniard under the same mistake with her^ 
self. Had srr Edward then informed the 
trountess^ of his intention ? and could she 
dare to be jealons'of his intercourse witb 
feis own wife ? What could captain Sey- 
mdut: mean, wh^n untfer a: sirtiilar mis*- 
take>.as;.it. now appeared; heiftoa should 

c a charge 
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charge the l^paniard with some guilty ac- 
tion, which^ it appeared, did not apply to 
the person to whom it was addressed? 
On every side, she was puzzled; and 
though resolving every moment she 
would think no more of it, yet every rao- 
ment brought again the harrassing specu- 
lation, and sleep fled far from her eyes, 
for sorrow^ in* despite of resolution, 
would rest upon hei*pillo\^. 

The following morning sir Edward made 

'Several inquiries of his lady respecting 
the masquerade, of which it appeared he 
had seen very little. On hex relating, the 
circumstance of the Spanish lady having 
seized the grandee, he laughed very heartily, 
and appeared to have no doubt of the mis- 

. t^ke being precisely what Griselda had tma* 
gined it ; adding, " You have not been 
long enough in the world to know that 
fhe next best thing to making a woman 
jealous with, reason, is to make her s6 
mthdtU it, lady Langdale; and that the 
countess intended this^ is evident, or she 

would 
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would never have addressed me in that 
manner, you must be very sensible, id 
your hearing/' 

'^ I know not how much injury she1n« 

tended me/' said Griselda, ''but I am sure 
she did me a very eteential piece of ser- 
vice, by taking the Spaniard away, for hJs 
attentions were very distressing to me : I 
never wished for you so much in my life." 
" Pshaw ! you could easily repulse im- 
pertinence, I am certain, without me at 
your elbow. If Barnet chooses to go dawd- 
ling after his wife, till she doesn't know 
ho\9 to hobble without his assistance, it by 
ho means follows that you and I should be 
eVer seen cooing together like a pair of 
turtle doves, or yelping like a brace of 
chained barriers, for the amusement of the 
company." * 

*' True, my dear ; but it is sorely possi- 
ble for a man and his wife- 1^ be occasion^ 
ally together withdutexhibiting themselves 
-in eitherdapacity : on this point, howevei*> 
I will not insist ; for the pleasure x>f your 
• :; society^ 



1 



SB PATIBNCE AND PEHSEVBRAKC8. 

society, as far as I am honoured vrith if, h 
too, precious for tne to risk fosing It ^ 
moment by unprofitable contention ; but 
.lK)\vever chrRlisb you may think it in Aie^ 
I must confess i am :utterly unequal t6 
J^earing any insinuation against jytoii^ evca 
at a masqoera^e/',^ . 

] '^ Who dared io inslanate any thing ai- 
gainst me?" 

. *' The naait in the Spanish dress sdiJ^ 
your negkct;oi;ime laid me open to the 
.^tacks of every one^ ^n4 is?eemed to hint 
at some particular connexion/* 

The glow, which but a moment before 
had fired the :biaronet*s cheek, suddenly 
jHibsi,de(i— hfe liooked earnestly in the face 
of hi« wifp, atril with diiEculty said> 
.. : /*: Ujiiph I'— well, .a:nd Vhflt>next ?" 

'* You may be certain that I treated hini 
jfvi-th thfrt decided' con:temJ)t his insolence 
and calauvpy <metriledt; \bMi c^ottid not hel/> 
wishing you h^d^^ heeB^nctahmchias in that 
c^se J. ji^ouidfiflt ^ha^'e suffered J^lq'|>aior- 
ful itnlig$i^Jipa I dH>. sin9e. xu^ 999 Wcwld 

have 
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have dared to excite it. Luckily for me, 
the Spanish lady came at that moment, and 
claimed him jas. her prize; aod the next 
time he approached me, I desired major 
Barnet to lead me to my carriage, secretly 
resolving that I would never visit another 
masquerade unless you Accompanied me/* 
" I believe your resolution was a good 
one ; and to prave that I amas skk of tlic^ 
town as I perceive you are, I propose leav-r 
ing it next week, artd leave you to'arrange 
matters acGordrngly.'* :* 

As no proposition could be more ac» 
ceptable to Griselda, she thanjked him with 
the utmost cordiality ; though it was but 
too evident neither her wishes nor conve-* 
jiience h^d been the cause of his eonclU«« 
sien ; but her heart, ever solicitous ta 
view his actions through the best medium,, 
accepted, ^ith gratitude, even the shadow, 
of that tenderness^ whicli was the great de-r 
^ide^qtumoi her \ip^e%j and the. sole ob-^ 
]e^t of ber- wisjies^ , . 

• .,.A.r,i ' ' ' CHAR 
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Laidy Langdale feeling #ofne indisposi- 
tion arising from her sleepless njght^ and 
the perturbation of mind which had occa-- 
sioned it, did not go out next day; but 
the following morning, as soon as she had 
breakfasted, she drove to major Barnet's, 
At the moment of her entrance^ Maria 
rose, threw herself into her arms, and ex- 
claimed, " Oh, my dear friend, how do I 
rejoice to see you ! for on your decision I 
am determined to depend." As shespoKe 
she burlst into tears, and sobbed with such 
vehemence as greatly to alarm Grisekla^ 
who pressing her tenderly, begged to know 
what could possibly agitate her so much i' 

Au elderly lady^ whom she justly con« 

jectured 
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jectured to be the major's mother, was the 
only person present, and she explained the 
cause of Maria's agitation, by informfng 
her, that a positive order had been given 
the major the night before, to embark with 
bis regiment for the West Indies; and so 
very small a portion of time was allowed 
for this purpbse, that the major was 
obliged to leave London on the morrow : 
that he had sent an express for her the 
night before to Reading, in consequence 
of which she had imjnediately come up to 
town, intending to take Mrs. Barnet and 
her little grandson back ;. but that she was 
sorry to find Maria was exceedingly bent on 
accompanyiog her husband, v^ho, on his 
part, though very grateful for her afleo< 
tionate intention, could not bear to think; 
of exposing her to the dangers of the cli- 
mate, and the many inconveniences of the 
voyage. .Lady Barnet added, " that she 
did hot doubt but her son was now calling 
at lady Laogdale's house, to request her 
- advice 
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advice and company at this tryihg juhc-. 
tiire, but having a great deal* of business bir 
bjs hands, it was no wonder^hat be had> 
overlooked her carriage. ." But; pray/' 
continued she, ** do advise this poor crea- 
Uire to compose herself, and remain witiiJ 
me and her lovely child/' : . . * 

" Pardon me, my lady/^ sard Griselda,. 
*.' if I cannot do that. Were I the wjfe of 
your son, his country should be my coun- 
try, and his dangers my dangers, so far as 
my sex and his welfare could allow me to 
share them.'* 

"^ Oh, bless you ! bless you for that !" 
exclaimed Maria; '* I knew you would 
feel rexactfy ' as I did/ And why should I 
not take my poor hoy, Griselda i-" : 

. " Because it would be cruel-^riay, uii* 
just to take him, since you would rob hina 
of many advantages, and expose him to 
many evih, for which, at his early age, it 
is not possible to offer fti/» an equivalent^ 

In the consciousness of adding to the com.* 

fort 
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fart of your invduable husband, yon have 
more than an equivalent — for su^fTerrng;- 
you have the recpmpence of love." 

*' But, dear madam/' said the old lady, 
weeping, '* while jny heart feels ajs it 
ought, how highly you esteem my excel-^ 
lent son, since you advise his wife to such 
a sacrifice, yet I cannot help thinking that 
you have not taken into consideralian all 
the evils to which both may be exposed, 
a'^d how much they may be increased \o 
each from their being together. Think of 
that dreadful fever, dear lady Lartgdale; 
should Maria be seized with it, what would 
become of my son ?" * 

^ ^' And what is to become of Maria, wjici 
in painting wish him, under a similar appre<» 
faension, must die a thousand deaths in 
fearing one ? Let them go together, my 
lady, and endeavour to console yourself 
by being both parents to the lovely boy 
ihey leave behind. Had Maria hten the 
mother of a large faniily, I should have 
thought it her. duty to have Femained withi 
• *• them; 
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them ; since she is, however, enabled to 
devote herself to her husband, without in- 
justice to her child, whom she leaves la 
the tenderness of another parent, it ap- 
pears to me as positively her duty, as it 
must undoubtedly be her happiness, to ac- - 
company the major." 

As hdy Langdale ceased speaking, the 
tnajoi> entered, and was immediately in- 
formed of her sentiments, and the conse- 
quent resolution of his lady to accompany 
him; which he received with a kind of 
chastened satisfaction, in which the plea* 
sure of affection was mingled with a thou* 
sand tender feai-s. It was a day of trial to 
his feelings in every way ; and never had 
the father and the husband, in so interestr 
ipg and endearing a light, met the observa- 
tion of those around him. 

Griselda did not lea:ve her long- loved 

friend on this eventful day ; and in the 

anxieties pf separation, sl|^ lost the re- 

^collection of every other care. They' 

parted at a bte koixr, after settling that 

whenever 
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Whenever lady Barnet felt equal to parting, 
fof a few months^ with her beloved grand- 
son^ he should spend them with the friend 
of his mother. 

It was impossible for such friends to part 
without severe suffering on both sides. 
The kind interposition of the major short- 
ened and alleviated the pang» as much as it 
was possible. Griselda left Maria in /disarms, 
but she returned home to a solitary fire- 
side herself, and her tears flowed unnoticed. 
The friend of her youth, the last of those 
who had shared in the pleasures of her 
opening life, and consoled the sorrows of 
its advancing day, was taken from her, and 
''who was left to sooth her fpr the loss?'* 
She looked around — all was a blank — she 
had neither parents nor brethren — nor 
jiusband, said her sinking heart. But she 
would not permit the expression * of the 
agony which arose at that thought. She 
rang the bell, and telling the chamber^ 
maid to undress her, she forced Jierself to 
assume composure; but the restless night 

which 
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which again succeeded had so much ef- 
fect up<m her appearance^ that even the 
habituaJ indifference of sir Edward was 
awakened^ and he inquired anxiously the 
next morning after her healthy saying, '^ he 
iviis sorry to find she had lost her friend in 
such a sudden matiner/' 
. Griselda, struck with the softened tone 
of his voice, said, that she had indeed been 
a little* hurt at parting with Maria, but 
should soon recover herself when she got 
into the country : adding, with a smile, 
" I shall see more of my doctor there, and 
tny spirits are always at his command, 
you know." * 

*' In my opinion, old Barry is the last 
man in the world to give any one spirits — 
but YOU know best." 

. ''In trutli, old Barry is as little my baro- 
meter as yours: the physician I allude to 
has acknowledged powers by all eyes but 
Jiis own," she replied playfully. 

^' Thank you, my dear; I am £&<//, or 
perhaps conscious; ^r I did riot compre- 
hend 
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lend you. I "have not done miich for your 
spirits of late« I confess ; but, ^s you say^ 
-we shall be better in the country. We 
will go the day after to-morrow, for I have 
several things to see after, before the York 
meeting/' 

" York tneeting!" articulated Griselda, 
in a trembling voice; '* are you going 
there, my love ?** 

" Oh, yes; I am obliged to go 5^1 have 
4hreeJiorses entered there." 

Griselda rose, saying, " I think I had 
Jbetter give orders for the packing of my 
things, as we /are to. set out so soon." 
. . " Certainly," said sir Edward, with ap- 
parent nonclholance; bul his heart smote 
him as the trembling steps of Griselda 
reached his ear, as she crossed the passage. 
He fek that h^ ;had inflicted a wound she 
was not prepared for; and he was con- 
scious that even, a wife had sprae right to 
have unwelcome intelligence softened to 
her.. Jle was careless, but not cruel; and 
:the silent acquicscenceof Griselda^ in bear- 
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ing rhe disappoihlment of her hopes, at 
the very moment she was exulting in 
them, and had forgotten the loss of her 
friend's, in the enjoyment of her husband's 
society, affected him. He followed her to 
her room, endeavouring to hum an air, 
but it was not a cheeVful one. On hearing 
him, Griselda, in great trepidation, opened 
a drawer, and to hide her tears, appeared 
seeking earnestly for something she had 
lost 'there — sir Edward looked out of the 
window^ 

*' Tis rather an awkward affair losing 
Mrs. Barnet just now j. I was in hopes she 
would have been with you at the Grove, 
during your accouchement — you expected 
her of course ?'* 

*' I nev€r asked her,'* said Griselda; 
'* for I knew ^he would have inconvenr- 
cnced herself exceedingly, rather than 
have refused me, and J could not be so 
selfish as to tax her goodness so far." 

" I am sorry this York meeting happens 
so near the time of jrour confinement : I 

^' would 
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would give it up if it vrcre not utterly 
impossible; but all my friends will be there^ 
and I^I " 

Re was interrupted by Griselda throwing* 
herself inta his arms^ thanking him for his 
tenderness, and assuring him that though 
his presence was delightful to her^ yet 
even that would fail to please her^ if he 
found he could be happier in anotherplace. 

'* Not happter, Griselda ; but you know 
when one has-been so unlucky as to make 
engagements^ one must keep them ; and I 
hope I shall be back in a very short time : 
d6 not agitate' yourself so much ; lie down 
for half an -hour. I am really very sorry 
Mrs; Bamet is gone> but we will get Gil- 
bert to come to you; perh'aps^ as you 
have known^ her so long, ^he will be the 
most agreeable nurse you can find on^tbe 
approaching occasion/' 

Griseldar could only press the baronet's 
hand, and whisper her thanks ; 'for her 
spirits were overwhelmed with the variety 
of ^^motions she had experienced in so 

vot. ir. D f* short 
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short a time. He assisted her to Jie down^ 
-and then sent the housemaid io her> Mrs. 
Middleton being engaged in arranging hec 
awn affairs for the journey. As Griselda 
lay on the bed^ and began to collect her 
scattered thoughts> she recollected poor 
Miss Templeman, and the disappointment 
she would experience in finding Mrs. Bar- 
liet, her promised protectress, had left the 
kingdom so suddenly, and in all probabi- 
li4y, in the confusion of the day, without 
having it in her power to write her a line ; 
at least, she knew the subject had never 
been mentjoned the day before. Her 
mind, again relieved of a part of its accus- 
tomed load, expanded in benevolence to- 
wiards every human being, and particularly 
for a youiig creature who appeared to her 
alike worthy and unfortunate. 

Finding that sir Edward iivtejided to 

dine at home, she endeavoured so far to 

overcome her extreme lassitude as to meet 

him at dinnery but more was absolutely 

Xiut of her power ; and she was therefore 

obliged 



bbliged to give up calling at the coiintesJ 
of Castlehowers that day, or even at gene- 
ral HarcQUrt's ; but she dispatched a note 
to the latter, informing them of her inten- 
tion of leaving town immediately. 

During dinner her conversation turned 
much upon Miss Templeman, and sir Ed- 
ward assured her that he feared any effort 
she could make to remove the young per- 
son, would be ineffectual, as the countess, 
however she might affect to consider her as 
the protegee of the earl, actually kept her 
as an attraction to her house, careless of 
any consequences to the poor girl, so long 
as her charms engaged the ignorant to lose 
his money to her ladyship, or the profli- 
gate to squander it, in the hope of remu- 
neration from Emily, 

'' What a dreadful woman !" exclaimed 
Griselda ; "how could you, sir -Edward, 
suffer me to visit such a woman f** 

'* The world is made up of odd cha- 
racters — hers still comes within the letter 
of the taw, and therefore I saw no harm in 
*:5;v.. D 2 vour 
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you^ goings to her rout ; and I could have 
uq fqar of, yx?ur ever being intimate witU 
l^er^ specious as she is: and i^hould you 
prove of any service to this young persouj 
^boQt whom you ar^ so much interestedj 
y^QU' ynU. have reason to rejoice that ever 
yiQW ivent even to the countess of Castle- 
towel's ntasqi^erade/* 

'M would go to the Indies to savf such 
itgirl from such a woman. .Why do you 
»mile, sir Edward ?'* 

*' Because I came fron the Indies for the 
sam^ purpose,- and you never discovered 



me.*' 



'* C'est pos&ible ?^^were you the bramia 
at: the masquerade ?" 

'* Even so. The gipsy king made 
more mistakes than one that night; he 

mistook me for lord L: , whose wife, 

a; lovely, though weak woman^ was: ruined, 
in every sense of the word, from her con* 
nexion with the countess, about two years 
ago. r borrowed the dress merely for the 
ciccasion,. and left, the room, immediately 

after 
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after I had addressed the young person, as 
you might perceive/' 

'^ How very kind ! — ^how very amiable^ 
my dear Edward ! bat could we not haver 
gone hand-in-hand in this labour of love ?'" 

'' No ; I have very stroiig reasons^ for 
wishing to be entirely unseen m the af- 
fair. Mv interference would be liable tt> 
misinterpretation, and I l^eg that ycm will 
never mention the circumstance to any 
one. Whet) you left home, I did not know 
that I should be disappointed of the 
Spanish dress, in which I intended, in the- 
course of the evening, to have given her a 
hint of the dangerous predicament in 
Mrhich she stood ; finding it V&[i?irfipt)sfelblfe^ 
to speak to Irer tHone, 1 "kitbpted ihe 
tfrefhod you witnessed ; bint is y6u\tioiii V 
covAd not discovtfr myself to you wiflroitt: 
doing so to the'kihg of the gipfeies/I lefft 
the room, and indeed the hb'idste ifrimeAi- 
tely, and did not return till a t^eliouri. 
feS you know." 

Again the heart of Griset^a reproached 

D 3 her,. 
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her, for having, far a moment, dared ta 
suspect this idolized being; and as she 
fondly gazed upon him, all the hopes of 
love swelled in her heart, and glistened in 
her eyes; her tongue was eloquent in his 
praise, and she mistook the colour that 
rose to his cheek, as she poured forth the 

m 

honest effusions, of her affectionate admi- 
ration,^ for the glow of conscious worth and 
awake,ned love. Sir Edward^ distressed and 
. embarrassed^ suddenly started up, said he 
had a thousand thing3 to do, and preci-^ 
pitately left her. 

The following morning was principally 
devoted to a farewell visit to general Har- 
court and his lady ; but immediately on 
leaving them, lady Langdale drove to the 
countess of Castlehowel's. She was in- 
formed the countess was not at home, and 
on inquiring for Miss Templeman, received 
the same answer ; having prepared a letter 
for the lal^ter, she requested the servant to 
give it to (he young lady. 

The man took the letter, looked ear- 
nestly 
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nestly at the address^ and then returnmg 
it, said he believed Miss Templeman was 
not going to come back to their house ;. 
for she had left it early in the mornings 
and had soon after sent a porter for her 
clothes (which were ready packed*), and a 
letter to his lady, which had, he believed,, 
occasioned her to go out in ar very great 
hurry. 

Exceedingly chagrined with- thta* infor- 
mation, ladyLangdaie inquired if he knew 
to what place the porter had carried Miss* 
Tempkman'is luggage ? He had no recol- 
lection — 'twas some place in the city — 
some stage-coach house, he believed ; — he. 
had not biirthened his memory with what 
the fellow had said. 

Griselda departed extremely troubled;, 
she blamed herself exceedingly for not 
writing the day before, and was the more 
pained, as, on mentioning the circumstance 
to sir Edward, he agreed with her in think- 
ing that they all concurred to alarm the 
poor girl^ and make her uncomfortable in 

D 4 her 
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her situation, without suggesting arfy 
remedy for its evils; at all ev«»fs, however, 
they agreed, that it was a step whidh, 
though it might lay her open to calumny, 
had been, in fact, suggested by virtH*; 
and they hoped she would soon find some 
opportunity of informing lady Laiigdale 
©f her presefitsitaation. 

The following morning the family arose 
at an early hour to expedite thieip journey. 
Sir Edward ^nt^r^d lady Langdif|g*8 di'essi^ 
ing-room before she was quite ready, and 
proposed^ in a hurrying manaer, that as 
the curricle was at the door, he should 'set 
out, and that she should follow in the cha- 
riot. 

''Curricle!'* exclaimed Griselda ; '' F 
did not know you had'^ currkle, sir fid- 
ward :** "and a pang shot across her liearf, 
which shed a livid paleness over^er coifn- 
t^naftoe ; hni desirous of biding liercf mo-* 
tion, she compflalned that >i^ng snr very 
early had made her feel rather unwefH. 

*' Then I had bett-er set txrt," said sir 

Edward;' 



EtwtrA ; ^' and you vrill imt huri^ your- 
self, under thetdi^ that 1 am waiting/' s 

"^ Very true, my \q^^ — p/ay go/' 

Sir Edward leFc thi^ room, aifid lafdy Laftg"- 
dalcj who was really iffdisposed, thtei^ 
herself on tbebed foraqoafterofan &6ttfr 
she then rose, raiyg her beH, which h^^^ 
atwwered by Anne, she toW her i^he wo^W' 
l«Ae a cup of chocolate, and set out itifti^e^ 
diately j attd tteit she might inrorm Mid^ 
diet on sh* w^ riady. 

•^ Lai my lady, zhe be zet off with ma«*^ 
ter, being, you know, zhe rs zo subject ta 
si^knesb, you know; sit Edward •Hald asr 
how I must attend yon, ray lady> >md iikf 
would take zhe in the op^ carriii'gtt." 
, " It is all very wcH, Anne; I am mud» 
itoore itsed to your attendance than hers of 
Fate ; I recollect she was very sick whettr 
we came to London/* 

''Yes, my lady,' but she be far worse* - 
now-a-days, as it were ; for I think she be 
always ill, except when she be going a 
visiting/* 

, D 5 Lady 
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Lady Langdale was much of Anne's opi-^ 
nion ; but: as ber silence bespoke disappro- 
bation of the subject^ Anne spared any 
cotninents on the circufnstaTice> and iro- 
thing farther passed upon it; but on ar« 
riying at the stage where they proposed 
breakfasting^ Griselda had the mortifica-^ 
tio^ to find sir Edward was gone forward ; 
at their. neor^ stage a note was given to her, 
saying -— *' That as he (sir Edward ) found 
he had undertaken a troublesome charge 
in drivi^i^g Middleton^ he should make the 
best of his way to the Grove; but desired 
thatiady Langdale would rest as long upoa 
the road as she found agreeable." 

This note looked like apology, and was 
readily accepted as such, by a wife who 
wasnat only predetermined to look on the 
bright side of every part of her husband*a 
conduct, but who conceived it to be her 
duty to submit to his pleasure, and by pa- 
tient obedience insure his affections. It 
was not possible for a miudso sensible, and 
8k heart so warm as Griselda's, to avoid 

comparing 
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comparing the degree of com Fort she en* 
joyed with that she might enjoy, and to 
feel that the hopes she had once formed; 
from the apparent sensibility of errov 
evinced by her husband, and the pow^r she 
was cerrain he possessed of detaching him- 
self from every unworthy pursuit, were iw 
some degree blighted ; yet as he had not, to 
her knowledge, fallen,during the whole win-> 
ter, into the easy besetting sin of gaming,' - 
as she was convinced that the allurements 
of the countess of Castlehowel had been- 
cast before him in vain, and it did not ap- 
pear that any glaring, extravagance had in- 
jured his iinances,^ she trusted th^t, on the^ 
whole, she had a right to believe his cha-- 
racter was improved; .and that, though* 
she Gould not flatter herself with possessing 
the. tenderness requisite to happiness, yet- 
that she was blest with such a portion of > 
his esteem, as ought to preserve her from 
despondence, and enable her^ with steady 
cheerfulness, to pursue the dictates of^per- 
severing affection : she looked forward -to 

D 6 the 
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Ae period whicli woirid give her a ne*r 
claim on Ih^ love and hk prudence ; ^tkl 
yenrtured to promise herself, that the birfh 
of his child would form a new era in t!he 
; life of its father. • i 

As Udj Langdale advanced nearer hom^;' 
t^ hope she had nurtured during her 
journey dilated in her heart. Nature now 
wor€ the riciiieat livery of spring, attd every, 
breeze wafted health and fragrance on it9 
tepid wing. . To her enthusiastic eye, and 
vivid imagination, every opening.Mossom 
awakened some generous sentiment, some 
bland idea, or devout aspiration. Ac- 
customed from her earliest youth to look 
through '* nature «p to nature's God ;*' de- 
votion was to her not lesa the source of 
pleasure than the consolation, of sorrow ; 
it mingled in every feeling of her soul, 
but more especially in those momet^ts of 
unadulterated pleasure, which arise from 
the contemplation of the Maker in his 
works. 

The Grove was beautiful^ and the im- 
provements 
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provcments she had suggested were visi- 
ble, thougli the curtain of night was de- 
scefidin^ as.she drew near the house ; and 
before her carriage reached the door, the 
kwt beam of light had left the neighbour- 
ing hilk; birt there was a cry of joy — of 
welcome, that sihot a beam of pleasure, such 
aawas never felt or given by the cold 
voice of ceremony, through the heart of 
Griselda, as her faithful sen^ants hailed the 
return of their adored mistress. It was, 
however, bnt the electric flash of a mor 
ment; for her ear drank not the voice of 
him who could alone make it music to 
her heart: She received, however, the 
warm congratulations of all around her, 
with a warmth and cheerfulness which com- 
municated that happiness she coidd not 
feel ; and though extremely fatigued, an- 
swered many a tedious inquiry with all her 
usual urbanity and benevolence. 

Griselda had been nearly half an hour 
in. her dressing-room, when sir Edward 
made his appearance, and abruptly in- 
quired 



63 PATIBNCB ANI> FSRSBVSBAKCK. 

quired " where she had left Jackall?'* a 
favourile horse rode by the. footman. 

Grkelda informed him^ that }>eing afraid 
Jackall would be somewhat overdone by 
so long a day's journey, she had left both 
him and his rider at a small inn> about 
eighteen miles dislant, where she had heard> 
him remark the aocommodationsibr horsesr 
were excellent. 

" You did very right) indeed, lady^ 
Langdale— very right.; I should have been, 
extremely vexed if Jackall had come for- 
ward. I concluded yoti would stay all. 
night yourselC on the road> or L should 
have given particular orders respecting 
him. Apropos, how are jjou f I fear not 
very well, for I am a good deal fatigued 
myself; but I am really much.gratified with 
your care of JackalL" 

'' I: am so thankful^" replied Griselda^ 
^' to find myself once more at this charmt- 
ing place, that I forget my fatigue, espe- 
cially now I am so. happy as to meet.youc 
approbation with respect to Jackall. — By- 

the-bye. 
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» 

the-bye^ I fear yoahav^ bad a troublesome 
jouttiey with poor Middleton^ who> I find 
from Mifs. Nicholson^ is gone to bed/' 

*' She is very unwell," said sir Edward^ 
goi^ to the door ; '' I will give orders, 
for Gilbert to. be sent for to-morrow ; 
good nightj my ■ good night, lady 
I«angdale ; I hope you will be better to- 
morrow/* 

Sir Edward drew the door after him^ with- 
a sound which precluded his hearing the 
fiHnt/'good night" which issued from the 
quivering lips of his lady, who> unable 
longer to restrain th^ anguish occasioned 
by the cold indi/ference of his manners, 
at a moment when her heart was animated 
by the purest sensations of connubial love^ 
rekindled by the sight of home, and all the 
emotions it inspires^ burst into a flood of 
tears;, a cold and mournful ice-bolt seem- 
ed to shoot athwart her hearty as his steps, 
descended the stairs^ and all the vivid ima-^ 
ges which hope and fancy had so lately 

painted 
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her, far having, for a moment, dared ta 
suspect this idolized being ; and as she 
fondly gazed upon him, all the hopes of 
love swelled in her heart, and glistened in 
her eyes; her tongue was eloquent in his 
praise, and she mistook the colour that 
rose to hk cheek, as she poured forth the 
honest eflfusions of her affectionate admi- 
ration^ for the glow of conscious worth and 
awakeixed love. Sir Edward, distressed and 
embarrassed^ suddenly started up, said he 
bad a thousand things to do, and preci-^ 
pitately left her. 

The following morning was principally 
devoted to a farewell visit to general Har- 
court and his. lady; but immediately on 
leaving them, lady Langdak drove to the 
countess of Castlehowel's. She was in-* 
formed the countess was not at home, and 
on inquiring for Miss Templeman, received 
the same answer ; having prepared a letter 
for the latter, she requested the servant to 
give it to the young lady. 

The man took the letter, looked ear« 

nestly 
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nestly at the address^ and then returnkig 
it, said he believed Miss Templeman was 
not going to come back to their house ;. 
for she had left it early in the morning, 
and had soon after sent a porter for her 
clothes (which were ready packed-), and 2t 
letter to. his lady,^ which had, he believed,, 
occasioned her to go out in ^ very great 
hurry. 

Exceedingly chagrined with- thi&* infor- 
mation, lady Langdaie inquired if he knew* 
to what place the porter had carried Miss* 
Templeman'jB luggage ? He had no recol- 
lection — 'twas some place ia the city — 
some stage-coach house, he believed; — he. 
had not burthened his memory with what 
the fellow had said. 

Griselda departed extremely troubled;, 
she blamed herself exceedingly for not 
writing the day before, and was the more 
pained, as, on mentioning the circumstance 
to sir Edward, he agreed with her iq think- 
ing that they all concurred to alarm the. 
poor girl, and make her uncomfortable in 

D 4 her 
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her situation, without suggesting arty 
remedy for its evils; at all e\^n!s, however, 
they agreed, that it was a step which, 
though it might lay her open to calumny, 
had been, in fact, suggested by virtHe; 
and they hoped she would soon find some 
opportunity of informing lady Laogdale 
©f her present'situation. 

The following morning the family arose 
at an early hour to expedite their journey. 
Sir Edward entered lady Langdlif);eV di^ess^' 
ing-room before she was quite ready, and 
proposed^ in a hurrying manser, that as 
the curricle was at the door, he should -set 
out, and that she should follow in the cha- 
riot. 

*' Curricle!" exclaimed Griselda ; '' F 
did not know you had'^ curricle, sir fid- 
ward:** •and a patig ^ot across her liearf, 
which shed a livid paleness over^er coirh- 
t^naftoe ; hni desirous of biding liercfmo-^ 
tion, she compflalned tbat ti^ng so' very 
early had made her feel rather unwefH. 

*' Then I had bett-er set ofit," said sir 

Edward ; 



Elvard ; " and you vrill imt huri^ yoiir- 
self> under the idea that t am waiting/' : 

" Very true, my ]q^^ — gray go." 

Sir Edward Yeft \ke tooin, ai^d lardy Laftg^- 
dalcj who was really iffdisposed^ thtei^ 
herself on the bed fora qoa'rter of an fe6ttf r 
she then rose, rang her beH, which Wi^^ 
aflswered by Anne, she toW her she wo^M 
take a cu^ of chocolate, and set out itiftiite^ 
diately j attd tfet she might inrorm Mi*- 
diet on 'sh6 w^ ri^dy . 

•^ tat, my lady, zhe be zet off with ma«^ 
tcr, being, you know, zhe is to subject to 
silpknesis, you know; sit Edward ^ssA& -&» 
how I must attend yon, ray lady> imd iik^ 
would take zhe in the op^ <:arrfii'gtt." 
, " It is all very weH, Anne; I am mud» 
iMore used to your attendance than h^rs of 
late ; I recollect she was very sick whettr 
we came to London.'* 

'* Yesj my lady, but she be far worse* 
now-a-days, as it were ; for I think she be 
always ill, except when she be going a 
Tisiting/* 

D 5 Lady 
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Lady Langdale was much of Anne's opi* 
nion ; but as her silence bespoke disappro^ 
bation of the subject^ Anne spared any 
cotnnients on the circumstatice^ and rro- 
tbing farther passed upon it; but on ar« 
rivipg at the stage where they proposed 
br<eakfasting^ Griselda had the mortifica-^ 
tio9 to find sir Edward was gone forward ; 
at ti^eivnext stage a note was given to her, 
saying — ''That as he (sir Edward) found 
he had undertaken a troublesome charge 
in drivii^g Middleton^ he should make the 
best of his way to the Grove ; but desired 
that Jady Langdale would rest as long upoa 
the road as she found agreeable." 

This note looked like apology, and was 
readily accepted as such, by a wife who 
wasnat only predetermined to look on the 
bright side of every part of her husband*a 
conduct, but who conceived it to be her 
duty to submit to his pleasure, and by pa- 
tient obedience insure his affections. It 
was not possible for a miudso sensible, and 
8k heart so warm as Griselda's, to avoid 

comparing 
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comparing the degree of comfort she en* 
joyed with that she might enjoy, and to 
feel that the hopes she had once formed; 
from the apparent sensibility of errov 
evinced by her husband, and the pow^r she 
was cerrain he possessed of detaching him- 
self from every unworthy pursuit, were in 
some degree blighted ; yet as he had not, to 
her knowledge, fallen,during thewhole win- 
ter, into the easy besetting sin of gaming/ - 
as she wa» convinced that the allurements 
of the countess of Castlehowel had been- 
cast before him in vain, and it did not ap- 
pear that any glaring, extravagance had in- 
jured his finances,, she trusted th^t, on the^ 
whole, she bad a right to believe his cha-- 
racter was improved ;.. and that, though * 
she could not flatter herself with possessing 
the. tenderness requisite to happiness, yet^ 
that she was blest with such a portion of>' 
his esteem, as ought to preserve her from 
despondence, and enablev heri with steady 
cheerfulness, to pursue the dictates of^^per- 
severing affection : she looked forward "to 

D 6 the 
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Ae period whicli woirid give her a ne*r 
claim on \m love and i^is prudence ; ^nd 
yesytured to promise herself, that the birth 
of his child would form a new era in t!he 

; KlTe of its father. - \ 

As lady Langdale advanced nearer home^ 
the hope she had nurtured during her 
journey dilated in her heart. Nature now 
wor€ the richest livery of spring, attd every, 
breeze wafted health and fragrance on it9 
tepid wing, _ To her enthusiastic eye, and 

. vivid imagination, every opening.Mossom 
awakened some generous sentiment, some 
bland idea, or devour aspiration. Ac- 
customed from her earliest youth to look 
through '* nature np to nature's God ;" de- 
votion was to her not less the source of 
vpleasiire than the consolation, of sorrow ; 
it mingled in every feeling of her soul, 
but more especially in those momet^ts of 
unadulterated pleasure, which arise from 
the contemplation of the Maker in his 
works. 

The Grove was beautiful^ and the im- 

provements 
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provcments she had suggcsfed were visi- 
ble, though the curtain of night was de- 
scending a« she drew near the house ; and 
before her carriage reached the door, the 
last beam of fight had left the neighbour- 
kig hills; hni there was a cry of joy — of 
wetconie, that shot a beam of pleasure, such 
aRwas never foU or given by the cold 
voice of ceremony, through the heart of 
Griselda, as her faithful sen^ants hailed the 
retiirn of their adored mistress. It was, 
however, btit the electric flash of a mor 
ment; for her ear drank not the voice of 
hint who could alone make it music to 
her heart: She received, however, the 
warm congratulations of all around her, 
with a warmth and cheerfulness which com- 
municated that happiness she could not 
feel ; and though extremely fatigued, an- 
swered many a tedious inquiry with all her 
u^ual urbanity and benevolence. 

Griselda had been nearly half an hour 
in. her dressing-room, when sir Edward 
made his appearance, and abruptly in- 
quired 
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quired "where she had left Jackall?''a 
favourile horse rode by the.faotman. 

Griselda informed him^ that }>eing afraid 
Jackal! would be somewhat overdone by 
so long a day^s journey^ she had left both 
him and his rider at a small inn> about^ 
eighteen miles distant^ where she had heard* 
him remark the aoeomraodationslbr horsesr 
were excellent. 

'' You did very rights indeed, ladjr* 
Langdale — very right.; I should have been, 
extremely vexed if Jackall had come for- 
ward. I concluded you would stay all. 
night yourself on the road, or L should 
have given particular orders respecting 
him. Apropos, how are you ? I fear not 
very well, for I am a good deal fatigued 
myself; but I am really much.gratified with 
your care of JackalL*' 

" I am so thankful,** replied Griselda; 
^' to find myself once more at this charm*^ 
ing place, that I forget my fatigue, espe- 
cially now I am so. happy as to meetyouc 
approbation with respect to Jackall. — By- 

the-bye. 
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the-bye^ I fear yourhave bad a troublesome 
journey with poor Middleton^ who, I find 
from Mks. Nicholson^ is gene to bed/' 

*' She is very unwell," said sir Edward^ 
goi^ to the door ; '' I will give orders^ 
for Gilbert to. be sent for to-morrow ; 
good nighty my ■ good night, lady, 
liangdale ; I hope you will be better to*^ 
morrow/' 

Sir Edward drew the door after him, with- 
a sound which precluded his hearing the 
faint/' good night" which issued from the 
quivering lips of his lady, who> unable 
longer to restrain the anguish occasioned 
by the cold indilTerence of his manners» 
at a moment when her heart was animated 
by the purest sensations of connubial love, 
rekindled by the sight of home, and all the 
emotions it inspires, burst into a flood of 
tears;, a cold and mournful ice-bolt seem- 
ed to shoot athwart her heart, as his steps, 
descended the stairs, and all the vivid ima- 
ges» which hope and fancy had so lately 

painted 
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painted on her minA, vanished with the 
receding sounds. It is well kno^wn that 
those favoured bedngs who ai?e endued 
with genius and sensibility, which lift the 
soul to rapture, where others experieiice 
only tranquillity, have likewise the dread* 
fnl faculty of extracting agony from indif- 
ference; and this quality was eminently^ 
from her very childhood, the characteris-^ 
tic of Griselda's mind. The care of her 
tender but judicious parents, had, in a pe- 
culiar manner, been applied to counteract 
this dangerous propensity, and their pre- 
cepts, aided by her own strong understand- 
ing, her experience, and, above all, her re- 
ligion, had tended to render her an amaz- 
ing proof of the power of self-conquest 
in this respect, and the slight observer 
would have pronounced her a philosopher ; 
but the germ still trembled in silence to 
the touch of pain or pleasure, with a sen- 
sation so acute, that it required all her rea« 
son to stem its power^ even in ordinary 

occurrences; 
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, occurrences ; but in moments Hke this, she 
could not suppress her emotions, she could 
only hide them. 

Fearful that the redness of her eyes 
might be observed by some of the servants, 
vrhosc officious aflfection would, on this 
night, be more than ordinary alert, she 
took the candle and retired to her own 
rx}om\ It was the -first night she had slept 
there alone, for sir Edward had not adopt- 
ed another room for himself till their arri- 
val in London ; this circumstance added 
to that sense of solitary anguish vhich 
pressed upon her mind, and again dissolv* 
ed her in tears. She however threw off 
her clothes as well as she w^ able, and did 
»ot ring tffl she was in 1>ed, and therefore 
lacfe from observation, when a isense of the 
duty she owed b^-self obliged her to take 
a Uttle r^redinent. 

The day fciit o^e followirtg, GriseMa 
hadthe satififaction of onoe ttibi»e seeing- 
her dear Gilbert, who wept with joy 6n 
finding herself again at the toilet of her 

beloved 



•J 
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beloved mistress, and whose, return ex^ 
cited a general whisper of pleasure and 
surprise. Middleton had only made her 
appearance once since her return, and.then 
she was so enveloped in the trappings of 
an invalid/ that there appeared m) proba* 
bility of her soon resuming the duties of 
herstation^ which, as far asconGerned'her*' 
self, lady Langdale was not sorry (br, since 
she had resolved some time ago- topart 
with her, so soon as she had completed a 
year's servitude ; as she was convinced,, in 
her own mind, that itiuch of her ailment 
proceeded from caprice, and that she was^ 
in many respects, a very different person 
to any she had been accustomed to have in 
her family. She had often regretted* that 
from lady Oxminster's net being in London 
during the winter, she had not been able 
to make some further inquiries respecting 
her ; and had fully resolved never to take 
any servant again,, without receiving a satis^ 
factory account of them, from some per* 
son who had actually them in their ser-* 

vice^ 



PATIEKCE AND PKHSEYEBANCE. 07 

vice, though her respect for lady Elizabeth 
had, in this instance, led her to dispense 
with it. 

As soon as she had recovered her fatigue, 
she went aver to the Elms, and gladdened 
the hearts of all her villagers by once more 
appearing amongst them ; she visited her 
school, and had the pleasure of finding 
much to approve there ; she called on a^ 
many of her old pensioners as she was 
able, and sent for others to come and see 
her, while she sat down in a cottage, which 
she had expressly appointed to receive 
such helpless beggars as the peculiar hard- 
ships of the late season might force fram, 
their wretched homes, in quest of distant 
settlements. To see the young and the 
old, alike crowding round their lovely be- 
nefactress, and In silent respect or garru- 
lous welcome, congratulating, themselves 
on her return> was a feast to the soul o£ 
benevolence, and exhibited a picture not 
less beautiful in effect to the eye than the 
heart ; for in the group which surrounded 

her. 
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her, were seen delighted innocence and 
happy age, the smiles of youth, the gra- 
titude of maturity, and the tranquillity of 
mild decline; 'while the tear of pleasure 
which shone in the benignant eye of Gri- 
selda, irradiated a Countenance, in which 
virtue appeared to have assumed a visible 
form, for the performance of some espc- 
cial deed of mercy. . 

Sir Edward had rode to see a neighbour* 
ing gentleman, and been prevailed upon to 
take an early dinner with him, on the day 
Griselda went over to the Elms ; he was 
returning in the evening, and was crossing 
the green, with an intentioti to call at the 
Hall, and sp^alc to Mr. Allen, when his at- 
tention was arrested by perceiving several 
people, in a kind of lively hurry, pressing 
towards one cottage. Two old men, one 
of whom was very' lame, were just before 
hitn; two matrons, stroking down their 
white aprons, followed by a group of chil- 
dren, got before them, on which the lame* 
one, iimenting his infirmity, gave an op- 
portunity 



\ 
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portunity to sir Edward to inquire if there 
^as a weddings in the village i 

*' Noia, zur/* said the man, '^ but there 
be a much better things — there be. my Ifea^ 
4y corned boarme/' 

Sir Edward gave his horse to his servant, 
and stept through a little gate that enclosed 
a few cabbages and gooseberry-bushes be- 
fore the door of a cottage, at which was sat 
Griselda in a wicker arm-chjir. A large 
basket of common straw-bonnets was at 
her feet ; and several little girls, with rud- 
dy faces and glistening eyes, were standing 
round her; she tried on the bonnets her- 
self as they approached her, and sent each 
away delighted with her prize* A« old 
woman brought her some stockings to 
look at, of her own knitting, which she 
examined, ^nd declared to be excellent 
work. Every one's little history of family! 
joys and sorrows was inquired into, and 
neither children not parents forgc^ten ; 
and though each of the party chid tbeir 
children,, or warned their neighbours not 

to 
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to press too near my lady, yet every one 
pressed nearer as they spoke; especially 
as, when the bonnets were taken away, the 
ba^et was found to contain a great num-^ 
ber of little books, very like such as had 
been given to them before ; and every one 
was anxious to obtain a prize, and to 
catch those precious words which accom- 
panied the gift. 

The little circle gave way now to make 
room for poor Susan Clay, who was blind, 
but who having been told my lady was 
come, sent for her grandson to lead her. 
The young man advanced among the croud, 
with the air of one who felt dignified by 
his burthen ; but he was followed by a 
pretty girl, who hung behind, as if she had 
no right to a place in the circle, though 
she had the old woman^ bonnet in her 
hand* 

** My good Susan," cried Griselda, ris- 
ing, and taking the withered hand which 
the'^ild woman extended to feel her way, 
'^d0 not think I had forgot you; I fully 

intended 
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miendcd <:^lling at year door. I hear 
you have got an addition to your fa- 
mily." 

The young man blusheid, and beckoned 
the young woman, who followed, to come 
forward. 

" Ten thousand blessings on your voice, 
my dearleady !" said Susan, " I knowed az 
you wouldn't forget us ; but as they tould 
niev you zee, that your kadyship weren't 
in a condition for moving mich, I sent for 
Billy to bring me to you, and to zhow you 
bis woife. Come, Sally, child, speak to my 
leady ,* I be zure she'll notis thee, when I 
tell her what a good child thee hast been 
to me all this live-long winter." 

Griselda congratulated Billy on his 
choice, ^nd kindly exhorted Sally to con- 
tinue her attentions to his afflicted grand- 
mother. While she continued speaking, 
Betty Adkins, :who had withdrawn a few 
nfviiijutes before, elbowed her way to my 
lady, with a bottle in one hand, and a 
glass in the other ; sh^ begged pardon, but 
;.\ ^ hoped 
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hoped az how madan) would tak^ a glasi o" 
pcrry^ itwa»so very warm* 

Griselda tasted the liquor to the heailth* 
of the yodhg: coiiplb^ but declined drink- 
iDg it, because she was so very warm. 

A voice, till now unheard, exclaimed-^ 
" I will take it, Betty, and drink all your 
healths with pleasure.'* 

Every eye was turned to the elm-tree,, 
near the garden gate ; a gentleman stood- 
there;, a stranger to som^e, but known 
to. the most for "his honour,"^and they 
hailed him gladly. Surprise shone in the 
fine eyes of his lady ; the sweet serenity 
of her countenance rose ioto all tire ex^ 
pression of glowing delight, and spring^- 
ing from her seat as he advanced, she seiz- 
ed his hand, exclaiming—" My dear Ed- 
ward, what happy chance brought you 
here?" : 

" A very natural one-r^I was riding, 
home, and seeing so many peof^ie assem-* '■ 
bled, inquired the cause^ and found it was 
you." ... 

''Ah, 
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^' Ah, poor things^ they are all very glad 
tosee me again/' 

** They honour themselves by loving 
you, Grfeelda/' said sir Edward, in a half 
whisper ; " but you really look so very 
lovely ^his evening, I should not choose to 
trust you in a le3s' rustic or less innocent 
assembly:'' 

Griselda*s heart throbbed, and her cheek 
glowed with blushes, at this new mode of 
a JdiS^ from her bosom's lord. Sir £dward 
felt (5ettain that she had nevei* looked so 
charirting in her life before, even during the 
early period when he considered her .with 
the eyesof a youthful lover, and the con- 
fusion she bcti^yed on his being discovered 
to her, gave a novelty to the expression of 
heftendisrness, that affected him in a manner 
siirprising to himself : his heart, previous- 
ly isoftened by the expression of aHless 
^ympnthy and admiration in those around 
hirii, and elevated by the contemplation of 
virtue iri its fairest, form, was open to the 
impressions of respect and tenderness; and 

VOL. II. B 'hi« 
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his eyes^ endowed by nature with more 
than common eloquence, as they gazed on 
Gri^elda, now told^ in their rapid glance, 
a tale she had not listened to for. years. 

Fearful of deceiving herself, and consci- 
ous how very little she ought to rely on tran- 
sitory emotions/ she endeavoured to check 
the sense of pleasure thus unexpectedly 
awakened ; but the ideas it called forth 
were too delightful to be rennquished. 
She asked sir Edward, in a rallying tone, if 
he thought her handsome enough to be 
worth guarding home? and on his reply- 
ing in the affirmative, directed Billy Clay 
to order her carriage there, and to dismiss 
sir Edward's servant with the horses^ 

As the carriage advanced^ the little croud, 
who had been struck with silence at the 
appearance of sir Edward, began to renew 
their blessings and their praises ; and just 
as the door closed, the lame old man cried 
0iit«*^''' God bless your honour, and send 
you a son the image of his mother !" 

''Thank you, my honest friend," said 

sir 



<* 
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sif Edward ; '^ take this guinea for your 
vri«h ; you could not have made a better/^ 

The women however declared, as the 
chariot drove ofl^ thai they hoped his ho- 
nour'siieir would be like himself, for to be 
zure, a more properer, handsomer sort of a 
gentlem^an could not be found in all his 
majesty's dominions. 

From the £lms to the Grov« was the 
shortest drive Griselda ever remembered^ 
for ihe grounds vanished as sir Edward 
pointed out the closing rays x>f evening^ 
that gilt them ere they fled i again the lan- 
guage of taste, and the tones of love, ani- 
mated bis tongue ; and again hope sprung 
in bis Griselda's heart and danced in her 
eyes. 

. As he handed her &om the chariot, he 
guarded her ^teps with a degree of ten- 
der solicitude, which though commonly 
shewn io ladies in her circumstances^ she 
bad never been bjest with before. The 
tei^r of gratitude glistened in her eye, an4 

£ S she 
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die pressed his hand with fervency, nof 
rdinquished it till she was seated in their 
Mual sitting-room. The exertions of the 
day, though delightful, had been rather 
too mufih for her, and she became pale and 
hint ; sir Edward, alarmed, called aloud for 
water; holding hqr tenderly in his armSj. 
afraid to move even ta ring the bell ; Gri- 
selda assured him she should i^on be bet- 
ter ; but added, softly, as she reclined her 
eheek on his shoulder— '' I shall not dfesire 
to be well while my sickness can procure 
V eohsolation so precious to my, heart." 

'* Ah, Griselda, there is reproach in that 
praise ! but I ought to submit to it. To it, 
didy I say ? ah, to how much more !• but 
spare me this moment — it is perhaps the 
most eventful of my existence." 

'^ Spflr^ you, my love ! ah, if you could 
read every thought of your Griselda's heart, 
you then, and then only, would learn the 
eittent oT her love; her confidence ; would 
learn her boundless gratitude for every. 
^ * proof 
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proof of your tenderness, and her solrci* 
tude to render your affection as permanent 
as it is precious." 

Sir Edward was just opening iiis lips, as 
if to make a reply worthy such a profes- 
sion^ when a servant informed ivim that a 
person in the hall wished to speak with bim 
immediately. He changed colour, and was 
evidently vexed and embarrassed ; but this 
did not excite any. su2*prise in Grtselda, 
who was herself much disconcerted at the 
interruption, and who knew his temper to 
he generally irritable ; but she was exeeedf- 
ingly hurt on his return, to be informed' 
•that he was obliged to set ojit for York 
learly in the morning; for although it want- 
ed more than a week to the races, yet some 
gentlemen' he had agreed to meet wei^ 
already^ there ; and besides, be must be 
present when his horses were entered. 

As he appeared really distijrbed, Grisel- 
da, though much hurt at the circumstance,, 
endeavoured to reconcile his mind, by eb«- 

£ 3 serving,. 
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serving, that the sooner he went, perhaps^ 
the sooner he might return. 

" I cannot return till the races are over, 
you know." 

'^True ; but you will probably do so ai 
soon as they are, which would not have 
been the case if you had not gone some 
days before, it is so long a journey. As it 
is, my love, I have no doubt you will be 
at home before the arrival of that little 
stranger, who will either afford a new 
existence to your Griselda, or take a- 
way '* 

" I have no doubt of your doin^ ex- 
tremely well ; do not allow yourself to 
think of any thing else ; but I cannot talk; 
I have a great many things to order, and 
I must set off* at four in the morning, or 
soon after, so you must excuse me wish- 
in]g you good-night." 

Gri$elda struggled to suppress the tear 
that rose to her eye, and said only, with a 
trembling voice — " Promise that you will 

bid 
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me farewell in the mornings and I will re- 
lease you/* 

*' It will be very foolish to disturb you 
at such an early hour.^ 

'' I shall not be disturbed, my love ; I 
beg that you will jusl look in upon me to 
^y farewell ; I will not hinder you a singU 
moment^ only bid mefarewelL'* 

Sir Edward "promised^ and they parted 
for the night ; but repose forsook alike the 
pillow of the husband who forsook^ and the 
wife who was forsaken.. 
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Sir EdwainJ did not forget his promise of 
bidding his lady adieu in the morning/but 
it was performed in a manner ivhich clear* 
ly proved that the breach would, to him, 
have been more welcome than the per- 
formapce; the hufried manner in which 
he spoke, and the almost ghastly paleness 
of his countenance, as the light fell upon 
•it, when he drew back the curtain, alarm- 
ed Griselda with the idea of his illness ; but 
on his repeated assurances that he was per- 
fectly well, it ^struck her forcibly that his 
engagements at York were, at this time, 
extremely unpleasant to him; and she en- 
deavoured, with the utmost tenderness, 

to 
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to assure him that she would make herself 
perfectly easy during his absence, and 
would write to him, as much as her health 
would permit. Sir Edward made no otTier 
reply than by pressing her hand, which he 
Tield between his own, which trembleit ex- 
ceedingty,and th«n rushed out of the room/ 
with a loud and precipitate step, as if anx- 
ious \o dispel the gloom of his miud by 
the bustle and confusion of his departure. 
With a disturbed,' yet not unhappy 
mind, Griselda listened till the «ouffd of 
the wheels and the horses' feet died on 
her ear ; she then gave herself up to the 
idea that she was indeed beloved ; and though 
the many peculiarities of sif* Edward's man^ 
xiers, and the embarrassments arising fra^ 
previous connexions, or improper ic^ 
quaintances, had sometimes led hivi to 
partial estrangements, yet that he retained 
a proper sense of her affectidn, and would 
(now they were returned into the country ) 
become more domesticated, and of course 
more wise ^d happy. She could not re« 

E 5 - fleet 
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fleet on his uneasiness without pain> nei<- 
ther could she believe herself to be so far 
an object of interest^ with a husband so 
fondly beloved^ without rejoicing in the 
hopes thus tenderly awakened. In dreams 
of this feature she dropt asleep^ and hap- 
pily did not awake till a late hour^ when 
she arose much refreshed;^ and rang for 
Anne^ who was her general attendant since 
her return ; the bell wa)5, however, answer- 
ed by Gilbert, who entered with a disor- 
dered air, and whose eyes appeared as if 
she had been lately in tears. 

Griselda inquired if she had heard any 
bad news ? 

" I have only heard, my lady, that the 
miller's wife, who was married about the 
si<ne time you were, has got a fine boy 
thii morning." 

"There is nothing bad in that, GHbert/* 

'' Certainly not, my lady ; for they are 
both doing as well as possible, I beJieve.'* 

" I am heartily glad to .hear it, for your 
looks made me fear they had not ; I wish, 

however. 
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however, you would go over, my good 
Gilbert^ and see if Sally wants any things 
Pray tell Nicholson to let her have every 
thing that will make het comfortable; I 
will ride over to-morrow, and see her my- 
self." 

Glad to be dismissed, Gilbert immedi- 
ately left the room, and lady Langdalewent 
into her dressing-room. The footmati 
wha brought in breakfast set it down in 
such a bustling- manner, and with such evi- 
dent perturbation, that he overturned the 
cream upon his lady's gown. Anne was 
sent foi^^ and appeared with eyes yet more 
swollen than Gilbert's, and the moment she 
approached her mistress, she burst into an 
agony of tears, and ran out of the room. 

"What is the meaning of all this?** 
cried lady Langdale, in amaze ; " I have 
slept very late, but surely if sir Edward 
had returned, I should have heard him.— « 
William,'* said she earnestly, '* tell me the 
truth ; is your master returned ? — has any 
thing happened to him ?'* 

Ea * "He 
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^' He U not returned, maclam/' said the 
piatij "nor has ^ny thing happened; but—*' 

^'But ^£?Aa<, William?" 
: '' I Will send Mr^. Nicholson, my lady," 
sgid thie man, vanishing as he spoke, though 
with an air of the utmost respect, blended 
with sorrow. 

The heart of Griselda beat violently, but 
Vhe knew not what to fear; the assurance 
William had given her of his master's safe- 
ty, so nearly included all other things of 
great moment to her, that she endeavoured 
to compose herself, although convinced 
that some one she was interested for must 
be either dying or dead. Gilbert she had 
seen was well, Mr. Allen was so the night 
before, and besides, Anne could not be 
crying for Jmn. Middleton now crossed 
her mind; surely nothing hadlpapp/ened to 
Jier of great consequence : as the thought 
glanced over her mind, the housekeeper 
entered, with a face in whiph noarks of 
confusion and sorrow wei:e equally coji^&pi** 
cuous with those worn by tb^ re&t. , 

5' My 
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/' l^y gaod' NkbolsD«,T exclalin^d lady 
Xangdale^ *' iheg y6\x vf'Al XeM me all a- 
bottt this sad affair immediately ; .yoft are 
jail afraid of hurting me, I perceive; but 
indeed I must know, and as I am pretty 
well this morning, I can hear any thing 
you have to tell me/' 

Mrs. Nicholson answered only by her 
tears. 

*' It must be Middleton that is dead/' 
s£^d Gris^lda ; ^' for Heaven's sake do not 
jkeep me in suspense V* 

/' Dead ! shie dead, my lady ? a wicked 
wretch!" screamed the good woman, re^ 
covering her faculties with her indigna- 
tion ; *' no, indeed, she be not dead ; I 
wish to God she had died, or been hanged 
as high as Hanian, or burnt fdr a heretic, 
or drowned for a witch, or any thing in the 
.\arsal world, before ever she had corned 
into this house, for its all her doings, de- 
pend upoii il, my lady. I ha khownshr 
Edward from his birth, my lady, and wild 
as he was, and all that, he never was the 

m 

man 
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Bian that would agone to have hardenedE 
his heart against such a lady as you, and 
atook up with su€h a scrub as she, that he 
wasn't, ir she hadn't a wheedled him, tm 
got him, as 'twere, to have goiie off with 
her." 

Mrs. Nicholson's harangue might have 
continued much longer, had not her audi*^ 
tor,-at this moment, dropt senseless front 
the chair on which she sat ; the afTrighted 
informer caught her as she fell, and shriek- 
ed aloud for help ; the room was filled in 
a moment, for many anxious hearts were 
already on the staircase ; but neither the 
loudness of their lamenting, nor the fumes 
of hartshorn and burnt feathers, offered on 
every side, restored life to the pallid cheek 
of their death-struck mistress. She was 
conveyed to her own bed, and her surgeon 
sent for, before the least sign of life ap- 
peared, in answer to their cares, and the 
whole house became a scene of sorrow^ 
those only can conceive who have wit* 
nessed the love a pious and benevolem 

inistres& 
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mistress never fails to inspire among the 
serrants of her mansion in the country. 

At length Griselda opened her eyes, as 
poor Gilbert, who had just returned from 
the mill, entered the room ; the bitter 
grief of that faithful creature, as she be* 
held the altered countenance of her lady^ 
repealled to her wandering ideas some sense 
of the misery which awaited her; she beck- 
oned Gilbert to her side, and made a mo- 
tion for the rest to leave the room — a re- 
quest immediately but reluctantly obeyed; 
for in such cases, to do nothing is the only^ 
burden which affection feels to be a task 
it is unequal to perform. 

Many deep and successive sighs burst 
from the agonized heart of Griselda, as she 
leant her head on the bosom of poor Gil- 
bert, whose fast-falling tears appeared to 
supply the want of those her nnhappy mis- 
tress could not shed. Those only \i^ho 
have known what it is to feel the bitter 
conviction of being deceived where they 
have most trusted^ of having nursed hope 

through 
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tliFoOgh a thousand solicftndes, tind at 
length received ddspafr a* Hie rew&rd. of 
their labours ; they only, ^ho feel the 
sting of insult added to the injustice of in- 
jury^ can imagine the heart-rending sen- 
sations which shook the frame ofGriselda; 
but the religious woman, who includes, m 
the warmth of her personal attachment, 
that purer soljcilude, that holy anxiety, 
which extends its. cares for the beloved ob- 
ject beyond this world, who feels sin as the 

« 

severest sorrow, and who has a thousand 
times, in hunible prdfetration at the throne 
of grace, with ardent prayers and stream- 
ing eyes, sought mercy for the soul of her 
itusband, she only can fully enter into the- 
poignant anguish which afflicted Griselda 
fit this awful juncture, and for a short time 
appeared completely to overpower her, 
though she struggled to subdue the violence 
of her emotions, and to bear it with that 

fortitude she. conceived to be her duty. 

J- • 

tike every .other person in affliction, she was 
ready to believe this was the worst that 

could 
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ijould possibly have befallen her, and that 
^ven thje deatlsr of sir Edwal'd wppld have 
-been as much less afflictive to bter, as it 
would have been more honourable, for.him* 
self, jprdm tliesie dreadful thaughts she 
was forcibly torn, by that attention to her- 
self which suffering inevitably produces ; 
she became «oon extremely ill; aftd Gil- 
bert, with gratitude, hailed the arrival of 
the sui^eon, who had been sent for during 

\ hfr fainting. ; A new species of .alarm now 
spread through the iamily, and each do- 
mestic was ready ito reproach the other for 

" not concealing their tnauble, and subdu- 
ing ibeir indignation ; :a thoji^and good re- 
solutions were adopted, respecting silence> 
now its ofoservance could^ answer, no end, 
which were followed by incessant prayej«, 
jand fruitless lamentations, which arose to 
agony, on the surgeon's declaration that 
their lady was ^n imminent danger, and 
orderijig more medical: assi^ance to be 
;pflocuc^d immediately. 

After many hours of , extreme su fferiag, 

lady 
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lady Langdale became the mother of z 
lovely boy, whose appearance did not in- 
dicate his having sustained any injury from 
its being premature. ' 

The mother beheld her chitd^ and wept 
abundantly : this relief to her overcharged; 
heart was the first gift which maternal ten- 
derness bestowed on one so peculiarly cal- 
culated to receive, in their fullest force, its 
sacred impressions ; and sorrowful as was 
the gift, and bitter as were the tears ihe 
shed, yet their effect was salutary, and 
none dared to controul them.. A tender 
and mournful silence succeeded the dis- 
tressing alarm, so lately experienced ; and 
every eye that ga:&ed on the new-born heir 
of two ancient houses, was dimmed with a 
tear, and every tongue that welcomed fhe 
unconscious babe, faltered with i sigh, as 
it pronounced him like his cruel father. 

As bodily ease was restored, so mental 
anguish increased ; Griselda awakened front 
one. species of suflferrng 'to another, less 
acute, but far more hopeless; and scarcely 

could 
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could she forbear complaining that life 
Was prolonged^ under circumstances thart 
appeared to render it so little worth ac- 
ceptance. But these murmuring thoughts 
were stifled in their birth ; accustomed^ in 
every affliction^ to cast the eye of faith to- 
wards that mercy-seat from whence coraetii 
all release from sorrow^ or all strength to 
sustain it^ she endearoured to breathe the 
pure prayer of humble supplication, as 
well as the exhausted state of ber frame 
and Spirits would permit : the faint cry of 
Tier child was the answer of Heaven to her 
heart — it was felt in every nerve — it was 
acknowledged in every sentiment of her 
soul. The still small voice of love, the im«> 
perious demand of duty, alike commanded 
her to live. The agonies of a forsaken lo- 
ver, the resentment of an injured wife, were 
forgotten ; the mother and the Christian 
felt the full force of those sacred obli^- 
tions, and endeavoured, by every possible 
means, to attain that peace, and preserve 
that health, which was necessary for the 

preservation 
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preservation of life, in so fragile a tene- 
; ment as that of the little supplicator who 
depended on her protection. 

But although the heart of this excellent 
^oman was supported by religion, and 
warmed with maternal tenderness, it was 
impossible for her to force from her mind 
the bitterness of that trouble which socru- 
ely afflicted her, ^»d there were moments, 
when the' remembrance of the cruel deceit 
^ practised on her, aiyoke* grief almost to 
phre,nzy ; she saw how completely she had 
-bfeen lulled into security by the appareift 
openness oflsirEdward's conduct, respect- 
ing th£ countess, and yet blamed h^r own 
blindness in not having perceived a con* 
nexion, which doubtlies^ was known to tl^ 
lowest menial in her family. The recoil 
lection of Middleton's coiifusion> on her 
unexpected return, rose toker mind; of 
sit Edward'^ illness, which she could not 
now doubt was either feigned; or occa- 
sioned by her unexpected and unwelcome 
return ; aml> above alL the murmur that 

\ rose 
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rose to his lips of " dear Saily," flashed 
on her remeinbrance> and awakened a pang 
beyond h name. From these agonizing 
thoughts^ she endeavoured to take refuge 
in the belief that sir Edward had, at least, 
left her with regret — that his conduct^ the 
evening before, had evinced that agita- 
tion which is the resuft of suffering, under 
a sense of gftilt, and which leaves the hcfart 
open to the impressions of penitence. As. 
her own opened to this sense of meliorated 
sorrow, she would take her baby to her 
breast, and as she gazed upon hiiii, fancy* 
that he would be the medium of restbring 
his citing parent to virtue add to her; 
and while, with streaming feyes> she iiow 
Jtooked to him, and now to H^'dveh, as if 
beseeching mercy for the father, flhd im- 
ploring blessings oh the fchild, she regret- 
ted that she had not strength imn1e.diately~ 
to follow sir Edward, to present to him hia 
innocent offspring,, and^ iii the moment of 
parental sensibility, to seal her own recon- 
ciliation. Her mind, humble from prin^^ 

ciple. 
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dpte, and gentle from disposition, though 
tremblingly alive to the insult^ as weir as 
injury she had sustained, from a con- 
duct which she had believed her husband 
incapable of as a gentleman, was little sus* 
ceptible of vindictive emotions, or rather, 
of nourishing them ; for not to feel them 
was impossible ; and she was infinitely more 
anxious to reclaim her wandcfer, than to 
punish him for his desertion. 

Several -days passed of the first period of 
her confinement, in such perfect silence 
on her part, that poor Gilbert, who saw 
how fully and how painfully her thoughts 
were employed, did not venture to intrude 
upon her by speaking more than was abso* 
kitely necessary ; but becoming fearful of 
her tendency to melancholy, she at length 
ventured to speak of the child, and was de^ 
lighted to see it was a subject which would 
call forth the observations of its afflicted 
mother, who saw bow; much her worthy 
attendance was anxious to enliven her ; and 
ever attentive ^to consider the comforts of 

those 
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those around her/ for the sake of her affec- 
tionate nurse^ she exerted herself^ and in* 
quired how she had found the young wo- 
man at the mill^ and her babe^ the event- 
ful morning she had visited them ? 

Gilbert, delighted to hear her speak in 
her usual tone, answered, unwittingly— 
'^ Oh dear, my lady, 'twould have done 
you good to have seen her, she had every- 
thing so neat and comfortaUle like; and 
there was Betty Robson a-gtving her ^ome 
caudle, as good as your own, just as I went 
in ;- and Richard himself had got the child 
laid on his knee, and he looked as projud 
as a prince, and so tender over his wife^ 
poor soul ! he would needs have Betty 
take the bpy, for be fancied nobody could 
f^ed her with the caudle but himself. '' 

Griselda's comment on thissimp]^ scene 
was a sigh, that seemed to reaid the very 
bosom it proceeded from. Gilbert, shock* 
ed at her own imprudence, left the room 
ia conceal her tears, and those of her lady 
flowed freely in her solitude ; thus con* 

demned 
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d^imn'ed to enfy the happiriess of herrustife 
diapetidents, and mgh, in vain^ for that in- 
tercourse of tefader sy^mpathy which is the 
liest bo6ti of nature, whether fortune has 
placed us in the mountain or the vale of 

life; 

As Griselda thought on Richard's love 
forhis bby, she was naturally led to think' 
on Vhat sir Edward's feelings, rowards^f^, 
might be; and began tb think that the 
messenger who had been dispatched' to 
him with the information, ought, by this 
time/ to have returned : on' ringing the 
tfeli to inquire, she foiHid that Gilbert had 
ifOt sent any person till two days after the 
child Vas born, and of course it was not 
possible for the man to have returned. 

"But why, dilbert, did yo1i not "send 
immediately to acquaint sii: Edward ?" 

'' Why, m]^*lhay; for one thing — there 
was not one creature, cither in the house ^ 
oY the Elms; that would "budge a foot after 
him, and r was in such great atij^iety about* 
you/ that I didn't think itiuch about any 

thing 
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thing else, and so, some how, nobody- 
go-off/' 

'' But you know I requested it, Gilbert, 
as soon as I was able to speak/' 

*' True, my lady, and I was wrong, as far 
as that went ; but I was thinking more for 
you than you did for yourself, being that 
it is always your way to be considering for 
othef folks, if so be you were a-dying. For 
my part^ I cannot think there is any occa- 
sion to think much about sir Edward: when 
a man chooses to attend his mistress*s ly- 
ing-in, instead of his lawful lady's, I think 
it's a pity he should be told that he has. a 
heir at all/* 

As Griseldalaid her cheek on- the pillow, 
Gilbert saw it suffused with such a deadly- 
paleness, that she again reproached herself 
bitterly with having spoken so freely; 
knowing, however, thait to use her own 
expression, there was no end of her lady's 
love for sir Edward, she concluded that 
her expression of anger towards him was 
more painful than any infoFipation she 

VOL. li. F co\:i\j\. 
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could give respecting Middleton ; and 
therefore, by way of softening her philip-r 
pic, she added, in a lower tone — 

'* To be sure, as soon as ever I saw her 
oome down stairs, with ber great Ingee 
shawl about her, thinks I, all is not right 
with that young woman; aud when I got 
an inkling bow master drove her down, 
and all that, and what clothes and fal-laU 
she had got, and'what airs she gave herself, 
I was v^ery uneasy ; and I never seed her 
but once ater I came to understand all 
this ; and I looked preUy sharp after her, 
and I saw enough to satisfy me she'll get 
* her bed in a couple of months, at farthest: 
tso it's plain she must have been the most 
forwardest, impudentest thing that ever 
was born, and must ha done her best to se« 
duce my master, as it were, from the very 
first of her coming into the house/' 

" Leave me, Gilbert,'- said Griselda faint- 
ly« Gilbert could not leave her, for she 
looked paler than the .sheet which covered 

her, 

^ I dare 
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*' I dare not, cannot leave you, my dear 
ladjTi" said she, sinking on her knees by 
the bedside ; '' pf^y, pray pardon me, if I 
have said too much ; but indeed it is bad 
fory ou to lie moping, and never speaking, 
On a thing which must needs run in your 
head, both day and nigkt; and if you 
could bring yourself to talk about this sad 
affair, my lady, though only to a servant, it 
would be better for you. Dear heart, if 
you had had your mother, or his honour, 
or even your old auipt, to speak to, and 
complain to, 'twould be something ; but 
you have nobody, and your -poor heart is 
breaking; I see it is, and I cannot help 
speaking ; no, not— not if ypu are ever 
so angry." 

The poor woman burst into such an 
lagony of tears, that Griselda roused herself 
to comfort her ; she assured her that she 
was mistaken, in supposing that her silence 
|iroceeded from the indulgence of sorrow, 
and appealed to her, if she had not con- 
stantly taken the food that w^s thought ne^ 

p2 c^{^i^\^ 
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cessary for her ; she assured her that in si> 
lence her mind ^regained strength and comr 
posure ; t>ut that there was nothing which 
tended to destroy those good Effects so 
'mutli, as hearing any thing,* either directly 
or indirectly, against sir Edward ; sb« 
therefore trusted that Gilbert, as her oldest 
servant, would not only controul any der 
sire to reflect upon him herself, but would 
likewise influence tlie other servants, in 
isuch a manner as to preserve their obe* 
ilience and respect, in case of sir Edward's, 
sudden return. 

Gilbert, with many tears and protesta- 
tionSy promised to do her best; but her 
heart made a sSeht appeal as to the im* 
possibility of the thing; she however with* 
drew, after giving her lady a little gruel, 
'and laying her only comfort within, her 
view and reach. The sensations of the mo- 
ther, as she apostrophized ha: sleeping boy, 
with feelings again awakened to all the pe- 
culiar sorrowsof her situation, cannot bedo* 
scribed ; but, alas ! there are but too many 

who 
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who can imagine them — who know " how 
sharper than a serpent's tooth it is " ta feeF 
dishonour in another's sin, and to pluck 
the fruit of despair from the scion of 
hope. 

When Griserda had somewhat recovered 
from this distressing conversation, she be^ 
gan to feel a little surprise that Gilbert had 
not mentioned receiving any inquiries 
from the neighbouring gentry, and was^ 
ready to conclude that her cares, as a 
nurse, had precluded her, from attending, 
as she ought. On asking who had senty 
she was informed that a man had just ar-^ 
rived with a letter from Miss Anne Hol-r 
croft; but he was the only person who had 
been near the house, except one or two» 
H^rvants, *' whp had called of their own ae* 
cord, as 'twere, just to pick up what they 
couW/' 

As Griselda vfas now able to sit up for 
an hourv she opened the note from Mi8» 
fmn% and read as follows ;— 

p3 .**Miss 
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*' Miss Anne Holcroft is extremely 
sorry to learn that sir Edward Langdale 
has founds In a servant of Iter recommend- 
ing, a woman of whom dear lady Langdale 
' must be jealous/ Miss A. H, assures lady 
L. that it is extremely painful to her, to be 
be obliged to blend her condolences foe 
the falsehood of the baronet w^ith her 
congratulations for the birth of his hetr> 
but begs leave to assure lady L. that as 
soon as she has removed to the Elms/ or 
any other separate abode, she will have the 
pleasure of paying her respects in person^ 
an intention in which her mother beg& 



leave to unite.'' . ^ :-/.' 






•*o 



r 



The affected kindness, and covert malica 
of this note^ wa$ duly appreciated by lady» 
Langdale ; and the insolent taunt, conveys 
-^ by tising her owti i^ords, she deeined 
such an affront, that if the resp^ftfabto^ 
name of lady* Holcroft had not been intro^ 

duced 
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inced in ir, she would not liaVe. conde- 
scended to answer it at alk Unable to 
hold a penherself^ she directed Gilbert to 
give a line in answer; and observing her 
imitter to* herself^ as she read the passage 
abeat the Eknsj " Aye, every body is in a 
tale/' i^e inquired what she meant^ for she 
had not quire comprehended that part of 
^ note; 

"^ Dear me/* iaid Gilbert, ''why now J 
do not eoiAprebend any thing else, my 
lady; it means, what all the country ex- 
pects- of course, that as soon as your lady- 
ship is ablei you will go and live at the 
Elms, or else down in Yorkshire, and sa 
quite* clear your own character at once, 
which, as we tell every body, you can da 
fully." 

: ^ My character ?^' said Griselda, gasping^^ 
for breath, '* clear my character !" 

'' Oh dear,, my lady, don't look S9 
frighten'd like ; you know we all know, to 
our sorrow, that you were as ignorant as 
the babe unborn/' « : 

E 4 " Pray 
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*' Pray tell me what you mean^ and oH 
you luean^ dear Gilbert, but do not keep 
me in suspense ; I will bear it all with 
calmness, I promisee you I will/* 

a 

'* Well, my lady, the whole country 
round, it seems> have took it in their 
heads to believe that your ladyship knew 
all about sir Edward's connexion with Mid- 
dleton, and wijiked at it, as it were ; they 
i^y ladies in London often do such, things, 
'but it was never expected that you would 
have fallen into such an error ; fo^it is aU 
ways supposed> that when wives connive at 
tuch things in their husbands, there is some- 
thing very bad in their own condutt." 

Griselda observed, the conclusion was 
certainly a very natural one, and told Gil^^ 
bert to proceeds 

Deceived by ber appajmit calmness, the 
poor woman knew not that every word she 
uttered was % dagger to the heart of Gri- 
selda ; and bdng anxious to place her dear 
mistress in the fairest point of view to the 
neighbourhood^ at whose conduct she had 

been 
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been equally aiygry and distressed^ she was- 
not sorry for an opportunity oFecIaircisse- 
^enti and continued to say — 

" To be aure^ ma'am^ I find there is a 
great number of people, indeed all that 
are good for any thing, who say they are 
^uite certain your ladyship was completely 
deceived, and that as soon as ever you are 
able, you will clear yourself from this cruef 
imputation^ by separating, for ever, from 
air Edward ; they say, j/ou are good and 
virtuous, and will scorn to fihare the bed of 
the adulterer, and will prove yourself wor- 
thy the name you once bore. Those were 
the very words of old lady Goodwin, in a 
htrge party at sir John Gooch's, last Tues* 
day ; and sir John, and my lady, and cap* 
tain Hutton,. all joined in it; and said, as 
aoon as ever you left the Grove^they would 
visit you, go where you would ; and their 
houses should all have been ofFer^d to ypu^^ 
if your own had not happened to have 
been the nearest : but there were peopig 
in the room that pretended to laugb> and. 

y 5 say 
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say you would remain Where 5^ bu wefe, and 
had the impudence to lay wagers about 
you ; and that old wretch, lord Linton^ 
said you knew who you went to meef at 
the masquerade ; but there Was such a buz 
against him, he was glad to hold his^ongUe ; 
and he, like many others> agreed that'y our 
separation from sir Edward would prove 
that you had been deceived, and all that. 
And poor Mr. Allen has been quite misera- 
ble, and plagudd to death with inquiries 
about you at the Elms, because he had re- 
ceived no orders to prepare the house for 
you ; but now, my dear lady, I hope that 
you will give them/* ' 

Griselda replied by desil-itig to be put to 
bed immediately, and thenleftlo consider 
on what she should do. 

Surely, if the children of sorrow, who 
have exhausted every arrow in the quiver 
of misfortune, could each be que^ohed 
which was armed with the most iafbed 
.dart, which inflicted the^severest wound, 
and imposed the crnekst pang^ they would 

all. 
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all^ with otie accord, declare, there was no 
misery so terrible as infannf, no agony so 
bitter as disgrace ! 

The mind of Griselda had hitherto sus* 
tained her with a firmness which had repels 
led the attacks upon her health, which grief' 
must otherwise have made upon her, in at 
situation so very critical, and the same^ 
«ense of duty still pervaded her m>nd; but 
the extreme embarrassment in which she 
now stood, by presenting, on either hand,, 
the most' distressing alternative she could 
imagine, produced an agitation it was im- 
possible to sooth, and which spread, like 
lightnings through her weakened frame; 
In thecourse of a few> hours. she was in a 
state of considerable fever; and perceived, 
with infinite regret, that the nutrition na- 
ture had liberally supplied to that babe, 
who was more than ever become her only 
comfort, iwas. now denied. A night of in- 
creasing anguish, .disturbed by the con- 
tinual waijings of the infant sufTerer, com- 
pleted what the morning had begun; and 

F 6 her 
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her medical attendant^pronounced her ma 
milk fever^ of the most dapg^rous tenden* 
cj, and required t|ie most skilful assistance 
in the country^ to ward off the approaching 
symptoms; but though every help was pro* 
cured, she soon became delirious, and the 
fever attained its most menacing appear* 
ance. 

That this disease originated in the mind, 
was so Very evident, that hei^ physicians ap*- 
plied themselves, with peculiar solicitude^ 
to the restoration of her reason, that it 
inight become the mediuiQ of tranquilliz- 
ing her disordered frame ; , and for this 
purpose, they lost no time in summoning 
her only relative, general Harcourt, whose ^ 

. "presence)^ it was hoped, in case of reco* 
very, would be a comfort to her, and, if 
the worst happened^ was the person now 
most interested in her precious remains* 

, Gilbert privately dispatched a messenger 
to lady Elizabeth Osborne^ well knowing 
that her lady loved her more than any other 
lemaie frieod, «ioce the departwe df Mrs. 

4 

Bamet; 
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Barnet; and these worthy people^ <oge* 
ther with the general's lady^ soon assembled 
rpund the bed of the unconscious invalid, 
who, for several days, did not seeni to 
have any perception of the increased num* 
ber of her attendants, nor in anywise to 
distinguish the ladies from her other 
nurses; but the sight of the general was|^ 
after a time, observed to make an impress 
fiipn upon her ; and when one day he had 
so far overcome his feelings, as to sit down 
by her bedside a few minutes, she looked 
wistfully in his' face, and said, in a low 
voice — 

*' You are con^ to take me, my fa* 
ther?" 

" Yes, my love," said the general^ syp- 
pressing his emotions. 

*^ Then we will take my little Edward, 
and all go together,"' said she, endeavour* 
ing to rise ; *' but when, when,'* ^added 
•he; with extreme anxiety, '* will you send 
me for my husband ? Heaven will not be 

heaven 
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heaven without him> let lord Linton say 
what he pleases/' 

The general shook his head with ihex* 
jpressible grief. 

' '^ I see what yoti mean/* said Griselda j 
'' yes, he wasr very wicked at one time ; 
he cut myTieart in pieces, and gave it to 
the vultures ; they are all gnawing it yet; 
but you know I have washed him all over 
in my tears, and made him white as the 
mountain snow ; and when we take hinf 
with us, there will be joy in heaven, my 
father, for the lost sheep will be found— 
the penitent will be accepted/* 

The general, unable to reply, rose with 
a thousand agonizing sensations swelling 
at his heart; but the judicious, though 
deeply-affected ladies, seized this dawning 
of reason, to sooth and comfort her, and at 
length succeeded to such a degree, as^ to 
induce her to swallow some medicines they 
had hitherto been unable to persuade her - 
to take; and they had soon the salisfaction 

of 
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of obsierving their salutary effects, as, iii 
the course of the evening, she recognised 
Gilbert, whose exccasfve grief, during 
this afflicting period, had been such as- to 
oblige theladies to keep her, for the most 
Jpart, but of thfe room, but whose return- 
ing hope inspired her with new powers of 
Attending on her idolized lady. 
' When the fever had once given way to 
the efforts of medicine, the recovery of 
Griselda, though slow, appeared, certain ; 
Md the pleasure she appeared, to take, in 
finding herself surro^unded by friends of 
the highest respectability, at a time when 
she thought every one she could esteem 
had deserted her, contributed essentially 
to bcr recovery. Not a word was now 
uttered in her presence, that could tend to 
disturb the melancholy calm, which ap* 
peared to have succeeded the intense an- > 
guish, which, like a smothered flame, had 
for a while consumed her reason, and 
threatened Jier existence. 

But this calm was of short duration ; re* 

turning 
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turning health renewed the power to suf- 
fer; and she again found, that to return to 
life was to return to wretchedness; that 
the sorrows produced by sin are a blight 
that spreads oyer every resource af mind, 
and poisons every spring of consolation; 
TLtid that she was again called to weigh that 
^dreadful balance between her husband ami 
the world, which had so lately overwhelm- 
ed her. To abandon that long-cherished 
hope of his reformation^ which had hither^ 
to supparied her, that duty to which she 
had solemnly devoted herself al the altar^ 
anc^which she still felt herself capable of 
performing, however severe and arduous 
the task, was a line of conduct at whicii 
every feeling of her heart, and even her 
principles, revolted. According to her 
own perceptions^ the tie still existed whicb 
bound her to the obedience she had 
promised ; and she conceived, that forsak- 
ing sir Edward, could, in no way, contri- 
bute to his reform, but. might render her 
negatively accessary to further ^guilt : yet 

to 
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to make herself a mark for the *' slow un- 
moving finger of Scorn to point at/' to 
lear from h^r the virtuous few, who yet 
remained to console and support her, to 
wound, in her conduct, the pure morality, 
and the blessed religion, she had hitherto 
professed and confided in, to become, a 
stain on the spotless honour of her family,, 
and give occasion of future reproach from 
her child— all these bitter reflections, 
poured into her ear in every different , 
form, by the arguments of the general, and 
the suggestions of fady Elinor, and se- 
conded, in some degree, by her own 
judgment, were altogether ' so bitterly 
beart-rending, that if her troubled spirit 
bad not found refuge at that throne of 
^race, where only every thought of her 
heart could be opened, and tears for her 
erring husSand flow without reproof, she 
must have become^ a prey to the •deepest 
despondency, or the most ungovernable 
grief. 
. As Griselda was one morning ruminat* 

ing 
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ing on the sole subject of her thoughts; 
and preparing again to parry the attacks 
of the general, whose departure she dread- 
ed would take place every day in, anger, 
and whom yet every day made more dear, 
and of more importance to her, lady Eliza^ 
beth entered her room, and taking her 
hand with more than commotr tenderness;, 
said — 

*' My deaf lady Langdale, during the 
many conversations I have witnessed be* 
tween you arid the general, f have forbora 
•to take any part, being fearful of increase 
^dg. your trouble, by giving you two per^ 
sons, instead of one, to contend with > but 
I wish you to understand, that my silence 
^d not proceed frdmiany partiality to my 
unworthy relative, whom it is my earnest 
hope you will, in justice to yourself, aban* 
don to the ignominy he merits, so far as h 
in yoiir power. I woufd advise you to 
take up your abode with me for somc^ 
time; lam an old maid, but my house 
shall be rendered eommodieus te your 

nursling^. 
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nursling, for whom! have provided a more 
substantial proof of my good will/* 

" Most thankfully will I fly with you, 
my best friend/* said Griselda, kissing the 
hand she held ; ** but if sir Edward should 
comp *' 

" My doors are shut to sir Edward Lang- 
dale for ever; he has disgraced his name, 
and dishonoured his kindred. I may be 
told that the world holds such errors veni^ 
at; but the world and me have parted long 
ago, and I despise it, while fr laughs at 
me; besides, bad as it is, the sense of 
fhe neighbouring cdtintry proves that ihis 
species of insolent depravity is not tole^* 
fatc^ even in men* of fashion ; and how a 
troman of virtuous principles can palliate 
the wiclMidness, or endure the insult pf it^ 
I cannot conceive. Pardon me, lady Lang^ 
da1e,'birt> 2» the general says, in a case 
"where the heart feels so much, the tongue 
will be vrarm ; this is an error thai ought 
not to be forgiven/' 

^' ^' I do not mean ^to palliate guilt,** re- 
plied 
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plied Griselda^ a deep glow suffasing her 
pallid cheeky '' dot do I hold communion 
with infamy. The world judges from what 
-it sees^ and reasons from circumstances that 
lie on the surfaces of actioni^ ; hence the 
same crime i§ punjshed with severity, la 
some cases, and escapes even censure in 
others; but surely it is the province and 
duty of near connexions, to investigate 
with patience, to^mitigate with tenderness, 
everi/ error in those with whom they are 
allied, and never force them from the pathsr 
of virtue by severity, while one avenue rer 
mains open by which affection may beckon 
their return. I do not speak of myfeel^ 
ing», in this place, but of my duties, and 
they force me to declare, that I cannat, ia 
conscienee,^ live in any house wbejre my^ 
husband isi proscribed/^ 

^^ Dpjou mean to remain in this house 
when sir Edward returns with his mistress ?" 
said lady iEliz^abeth, with an air of chilling 
haughtiness. v 

r Certainly tiot ; if sir Edward were cap- 
able 
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able of oflfering me such an insult he 
would force me to abandon him ; but I 
^m persuaded he is utterly incapable of it, 
and on that persuasion I act ; if I should 
prove wrong, the misery of finding myself 
deceived will surely be a sufficient punish«- 
ment. I do not presume to offer my own 
judgment as a standard; I would not am- 
detnn the wife who differed from me in 
' her mode of conduct, in such a case ; and I 
have weighed, as I ought, all that can be 
offered against it^ but the result of every 
deliberation is, a resolution to abide, by 
my husband, and to endeavour to. regain 
his affections, thus securing to myself and 
child our natural protector/' 

'Mnfatqated woman !" said lady Eliza- 
beth, melting inta tears; " you force me 
to abandon you, at a time when you are be- 
come exceedingly dear to me. You pre- 
fer, to friends who would be parents to 
yourself and child, a man, who, if he re- 
turns, will do it to strip ypu of your inhe- 
ritance, that he may enrich a prostitute^ 

and 
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and beggar your son ; who will despise- 
your hiimilily, mock your distress^ and 
trample on your aflTection; a man on whonrv 
tenderness has no influence^ gratitude no 
clairn ; a man that——" 

*' Spare me, oh spare me !" faintly ar-; 
ticulated Griselda, and fell senseless on her 
chair. . 

Lady Elizabeth, alarmed, procured in- 
stant assistance, and lady Langdale was re- 
stored, but was too unwell to leave her 
couch for the rest of the day. The ge- 
neral and the ladies, alike convinced that 
all endeavours to move the resolution 
she had adopted could only be attended 
with much pain, and no success, resolved 
'to leave the Grove, not enduring to be 
considered visitants at the house of a man 
they despised. In parting with them, Gri- 
selda felt as if all that was valuable on 
earth was now completely taken away; and 
she deemed herself not only an isolated, 
but a despised outcast^ from the society in 
which she had long been considered a jewel 

of 
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of the first water* The heahh of h^r child, 
vhkh had tiot been good sfnce he had lost 
bis natural food, Called happily upon her 
attention at this period of suffering, and 
prevented her from indulging iji those 
agonizing reflections, which were ever rea- 
dy to absorb her mind, and sink her into a 
state of the most deplorable dejection. 



CHAP. IV. 

Lady Langdale was just in her judgment, 
when she concluded that grief and shame 
bad been the prevailing sehsations of her 
husband, at the moment of his departure; 
and however he might affect to disguise, or 
endeavour to stifle them, still were they 
the companions of his joiirney ; and the 
' effects they produced 'on his temper were 

of 
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of a nature lo render his society extremely 
unpleasant^ even to his unprincijpled com- 
panion^ although her mind, was bent on ai 
purpose which rendei^ed her apparently 
patient under his ill-humour^ and accom- 
modating to his wishes. 

From the very first day of her arrival at 
the Grove^ Middleton^ who united to all 
the shrewdness of native cunning, that 
boldness of design which is awakened by 
necessity, and that hardness of heart which 
arises from a renunciation of religion, per- 
ceived, as she thought, the possibility of 

r 

rendering herself an object of desire to her 
master, since she perceived he was an idle 
man, with an active mind, and was indifTe- 
rent to a wife whose beauty would have 
attracted him in any other situation, but 
whose character Middleton ^ding, in 
every respect, so totally different to all 
the ladies she had ever known^ or liked^ 
she concluded must be very disagreeable 
to sir Edward also ; '' And when/' said the 
waiting-woman, internally, '* a man can- 
not 
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not possibly like such a bum-drum crea- 
ture of a wife; and .bas a pretty woman 
always before him^ how can he help falling 
in love with ber^ I wonder ?" 

Middleton was the daughter of a little 
former who lived in the neighbourhood of 
Mrs. Spencer^ at the time that lady pro- 
fessed atheism^ and bad the goodness to 
disseminate her tenets, in every possible 
way, among the admiring multitude. 
From her maid they reached the ears of 
Sally Middleton> at the very time her whole 
mind- was absorbed in reading a novel she 
had hid in her butter^basket, whi^h was 
one of tbe^many flaming .compositions; is- 
sued from the press, about )lbe. period, of 
the French , revolution, to cpmbine the 
doctrines of Rousseau in love, with thqse of 
Robespierre in politics. 

The well-worn volumes had passed 
through nvany a dirty . hand, and polluted 
many, an ignorant mind, but they had, in 
no instance^ met with a more attentive 
reader, nor a more complete disciple, than 

VOL. II. G " . in 
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in the farmer's daughter, Sally ; from them, 
she had become fully persuaded that love 
%vas necessary for her existence, and that 
love and i/feer/y -were inseparably united; 
that the 'rich were wicked monopolists of 
property the poor ought ^to enjoy, and 
ih2Lt it was the part of a great mind to 
wrest, from the guilty tyrants, their usurped 
domin'ion, afld restore the golden reign of 
liberty, love, and equality. 

Saliy had often envied finery, and been 
always vain of her own beauty ; she had 
therefore no objection to the doctrine of 
, equalizing the elegancies of dress, but 
what arose from the fear of another world ; 
and she reflected deeply on the possibility 
of reconciling the language of this very 
fine book with the precepts of parson 
Dawson, and the assurance given her in 
the little book she had kept ,to read on 
hoFidays, ^ever since she was a pupil at 
the Sunday schools, and which told her 
expressly, '^ the wicked shall go into 
hell, :,and all the people that forget God^** 

and 
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:ind her understanding was too acute not 
♦o perceive it was necessary to forget God, 
&e she could coincide with the novel opi- 
nions of her new monitor. 

Precisely at this period of hef pfoselyt* 
ism^ the abigail of a vain and ignorant 
pretender, by retailing the bold assertions 
sind impious arguments of her ridiculous 
and profane mistress, completed that mis*- 
chief the licentious author of a loose sedi*- 
iious novel had begun ; and thus, in the 
very bosom of rustic retirement, in a sHu^ 
^tion of life where temptation rarely 
Hcomes, and the more destructive passions 
can seldom be awakened, we behold a ser- 
•pent hatched, of power to sting the bosom 
of virtue, though protected by wealth> 
:rank, and reputation. 

The report Mrs. Spencer's maid gave her 
.lady of the pertiueat replies and the no- 
vel learning of farmer Middleton's daugh- 
ter, induced her to honour Sally with a 
considerable degree of notice ; she gave 
her an old gown> as strait as a pillow-case, 

• - G 2 ^ ' lent 
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!«nt her several new books, whose latitude 
tnight compensate the deficiency;; and 
finally pronounced her a girl of geniw^ 
%vho would one day prove the superiority 
of native talents over the trammels of su- 
perstition> and the usurpation of rank. 

*' From that varry time that our Zall 
came out to be a janns, I ha zeen^ plain 
^nuflf^ the ha bin gud for nout at all/' 
€aid farmer Middleton to his wife; but his 
wife was of a very different way of think- 
ing; sheJbresaw a thousand undefincki pros- 
pects? of greatness/ in which her daughter's 
genius was to be the making of the family; 
^nd therefore indulged her in time for 
reading books '' that was to make her larn- 
jtd,** SLwd altering old clothes, so as to 
make one gown into t\^o, which, she in- 
sisted upon, "was very fine economy, 
'^ though to be zjire it waz not over and 
above decent/' 

As, however, there /was no chance of 
oever growing a great woman in the coun- 
try, and still less of meeting with .any amo- 
rous 
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roiis youth with whom her congeniafl soul 
eould sympathize^ and as there was little 
hope of ever her genius meeting with any 
other mode of visitfng that metropolis* 
where only her talents could expand, but 
through the medium of servitude, her amia- 
ble patroness, who began to be tired of 
the office, con>menced an inquiry for 2t 
situatibn for her as a lady's maid, whicb 
ended with placing- her in the household 
of lady Oxminster,^ 

' This lady was the wife of a young Iri^ 
aobleman, who had married her when the 
widow of a rich beifking knight) because^ 
she had a largesum of ready money, which^ 
was necessary to him*; and- she had mar- 
ried htm- because he was a nobleman^ anci 
tbierably handtome, having- found .that her 
wesAth had not j^ocured: her all tho atten* 
lion in society wJirch she thought herself 
entitled to> though it had certainly filled^ 
her house with more company than she 
could receive with oonweniencey or even» 
^tcrtain with propriety. 

G 3* T^^^f 
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Lady Oxrainster was a showy woman, 
about forty, and nearly a dozen years oldei^ 
than her husband. At her toilet> Middler* 
ton soon became a perfect mistress of the 
arcana resorted to by ladies wbp prolong 
the claim of beauty by the assistance of 
art ; and in the circle she met with, in her 
servants* ball, she added a knowledge o£ 
that finesse, and the {M*actice of thatcun-. 
»ing, which she found more likely to push 
her fortunes in the world, than the splen-^ 
did theories of democratic novelii{ts, who 
tiad, it is true> made h^r a heroine,. bi|> 
not helped her to a theatre where shey 
<' copid pluck bright honour from the; 
moon ;" she therefore resolved " to eke- 
;tfie lion's wiih the fox!s skin ;" and wa^ 
beginning to be an admirable adept in the 
practice of insinuating artifices, and unfair 
, practices, when the return of her lord, and, 
what was of more importaqce apparently^ 
hex lord's valet, from a visit to th^ norai- 
mal estates of the fo/mer ia his owa cou.n« 

try. 
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try, arrested her attention> and employed 
all her thoughts^ 

Mr. O'Hara was not so book-learned a3 
Mrs. Middleton^ to be sure^ but he was 
welt re^d in fashtonable life ; his hearif 
was as warm and as tinder as her own; and 
the congeniality of their souls was apparent> 
to themselves and every body else ; but 
Id ! when from day to day their alTectioi^ 
was ripening into the *' most perfect ter- 
mination of organized sensibility/' it ap- 
peared that the poor Irishman had beeiv 
completely duped by the superior art> o& 
the couYitry waiting-maid ; for the aspit- 
ing nymph'had fascinated no less a person^* 
age than my lord- himself>^ and returned^ 
every glance of his speaking eye with in«- 
terest rather than* prudence ; for as hep^ 
lady was under circumstatices which ai'e" 
apt to* generate the gire€fn-eyed monster^ 
33. his lordship's late absence had been pro^- 
longed^eyond atl decency^ and as she had 
ncarious other little reasons for doubting 2^ 
fidelity, which had never been asserted by 

G 4 an]^> 
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any one but himself, she cast a vei*y i^arp 
eye upon her maid, whose dresa( she had 
observed of late to be more Sthewy than 
usual; and so very piiessing had been his 
lordship's solicitations, or so sweetly yield-* 
ing had been the awakened susceptibility 
of Sally, that the suspicious wife, in a very 
few days, had an opportunity of breafcirigf 
in uppn a iite-d-iitey in which a third per* 
son was by tio mcfans an agreeable visitant*^ 
Lady Oxminster was not remarkable, arf 
any time, for thie tnildnesa of her ten>per> 
and> in the present instance, for some mo«»' 
menfs^ it ragged beyond controuT; antf 
thei^ ^ere few epithelli of invective whicii' 
she did not bestow on the culprits before 
hen During her repk'oach^, his loirdsbip> 
endeavoattrd to-r^covei' from thepanie iti' 
which' hn» unexrp^ted af>pdailanee had, at' 
firsts involved' hiitv; ind Jrt thfe^ Very firi&r' 
moment when- wdnt of breath in the lady^ 
dbliged her U> pause, he begged leave ta*^ 
observe, that although, to be sure, his cott-' 
dnct hdd not been quite correot> yetwheH'*^ 

ever 



^ertheafTair gained wind ib die world^^ 
every body would say his lady's age waa an^ 
excuse for^him. 

"-My age, nvy lord ! what do you mean ?*' 

'' I mean tih^t yoiu; ladyship will be: 
tcTty^nc eome ntiit Michaelmas, by your 
own parish register, which I procured somje^ 
time ago ; but I never spoke before to^ 
liirow your deceit in^ your face, nor ta 
shame you among your friends, because F 
knew 'twas the thing, above all others, to. 
Ibreak your heart ; sO' you've that to ihank 
me for, after all your abuse." 
^ '^ Cruel; cruel man !" said her ludyship,^ 
{bursting in tp teaias,- '^howcan^ou expose 
me befoue my servants ?" 

*^ Don't cry, Rella ;. I don't like to see 
women; cry, at any rate ; you keep my se- 
cret, and Vl\ keep- yours ; let this poor 
girl go without aay more hubbub, and you^. 
may stkk to three-and-thirty these filt}^. 
years." 

His lordship offered his hand, which the 
lady accepted without reluctance; and Sally,. 

G 5' trembling. 
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trembling with anger, rather than shame^ 
made her way out of the room, and, aS' 
soon as she was able, prepared for a speedy^ 
retreat fVom the house- His lordship waSv 
really grieved for the disgrace of a yjoung 
'wonran, whom he could not help coni^ider*- 
itig the victim of a violent passion for him- 
self; and he prevailed, with some diflBcul- 
ty, on lady Oxminster to give a colour to 
her departure that might not injure her 
Character materially, by imputing to care- 
lessness in her situation, the passion which 
had occasioned her discharge. JA^hile her 
ladyship was thus employed, he cdn- 
trived to fold a bank-note of fifty pounds 
in a slip of paper, and directing il to her, 
told the footmafl to give it her before 
she left the house. This man, knowing 
the passion Mr. O'Hara had professed for 
Middleton, took the note for hitn to. pre- 
sent to his mistress; but that gentlemaa 
suspecting all was not right in the house> 
took the liberty of opening the Mlfet'^doux, 
%^hich, in his opinion^ well deserved the 

name* 
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name. Whether he conceived he had ar 
Tight to apply the present as a plaister to> 
his bleeding hearty or the pressure of his 
circumstances induced him tomake^a'tem*- 
porary appropriation of if^ we cannot say^ 
but it is certain that the person f&v whom; 
it was designed never heard of it; and de-- 
parted into the country little richer thaa> 
she left it^ experience excepted, 
. Scarcely had Middleton so modelled her* 
story, as to wear some form of probability 
to her former patroness^ whose sentiments^ 
had undergone a complete revolution in* 
same respects since she had left the cou»«' 
try, and with whose present conceptions iv 
was found necessary to comply^, when Missa 
Anne Holcrdft called at Mrs. Spenc^'s, as 
commissioned by lady Elizabeth Osborne^, 
to inquire for a maid for lady Langdale; 
and although these two ladies had so late- 
ly. shewn all the inclination in^the world toi 
vilify and rival each other, yet they now^ 
cordially united in the laudable purpose of 
placing. a.person aboutlady,Langdali^> who> 

9 6 would^ . 
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ifould, itt all probabiKty/ be, in ona^wajr^ 
or other^ a. source of vexation to her. It 
vais not dffficirii for them to see through 
the flimsy^ lie>. which Middleton had adopt* 
ed to veil the true cause of her stiddeit 
flight into the country ; and though th^ 
eould not see to what an extent of mis^ 
chief the powiers of Middletoni might he 
carried, yet they felt assured that h^ in- 
fluence would be felt aiid lamented^ in a 
family so regulated as lady Lai!gdale's ;e 
and they rejoiced exceedingly, in^ the op*^ 
portunity which ofiered of learning the 
baronet's pursuits, through the winter, and 
the many mortifications to which, most pro- 
bably, those pursuits would expose hi& lady ^ 
On these worthy grounds, they resolved 
so to speak 6f Middletoni^ that Iddv Etit^' 
beth would insure her a good- rei^eption at 
the Grove ; and the Schema succeeded- 1<^ 
their entire satisfaction, as, froivi time to 
time, the grateful Middleton adc&essed to^ 
l^r honoured Mrs. Spencer, such letters as^ 
eonviBced theia thai the m^st excellent 

and 
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tnd elegant vroman they hdd ever krfown, 
a. woman who would hate b^towed 0)» 
ikem every good ^ in her power; was very 
hr fro til being happy. 

To trace the steps by which^ Middletont 
atfiraitted the attention, and awakened the 
passions of sir Edward, would be as useless 
as disgusting ; it is enough to say, that his 
vanity and credulity, long as he had known 
the world, and much' a» be. had seen of 
the frail part of the sex, bee^ame^ the meansk 
of his enthralment. He believed that 
Middleton was struck with his -person* 
and struggled to conquer her feelings ;. 
this led: him to observe, and tt> pity her : 
he then spoke to her, and. from day to» 
day, she contrived^ means of conversation, 
which led to- appointments, whose end 
At foresaw, from the trade she had it in^ 
her power to involve him with his lady, 
for whom she had conceived a most per- 
fect hatred; and the slavery to' which the 
proud and impetuous sir Edward Langdale 

was 
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was doomed, fulljr avenged the wrorig» 
of his gentle and uncomplaining wife. 

The high esteiem, and the general regard* 
which a man of sir Edward's good sense 
could not help feeling for his lady^ the ad« 
miration she every where excited, and the 
tenderness she always displayed towards 
him, were all claims upon his fidelity, or 
at least upon the respect due to her house, 
which, as a man of honour^ he could not> 
endure to break; and the moment his tran- 
sitory passion was satisfied, he bitterly re- 
pented the folly of his crime. Every suc- 
ceeding day brought with it some extra- 
vagance that must be gratifi^ed, sonle ridi- 
culous whim that must be indulged, or 
some ill-humour that must be soothed* 
He could not prevail on her to leave the' 
house — except she was in the same place- 
with him, her poor heart would be broken;, 
the slightest opposition tocher wishes pro- 
duced, not only tears, fits^ and upbraid*^ 
iogV but an immediate threat that she 

would 
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would fly to lady Langdale^ and reveal the 
cruelty and perfidy of the man who had de- 
stroyed theni both. 

Sir Edward was extremely anxious ^or 
an heir, and for that, as well as the other 
reasons mentioned, this threat never failed' 
to malte him her obedient vassal, since he 
justly dreaded the effect such an eclair- 
cissement would have on the health of Gri- 
selda; though there were many times when 
the vexation be ei^perienced was such as ta 
make him nearly throwing himself on her 
jnetcy, by confessing the whole affair, es- 
pecially when he found that he was gene- 
rally known to keep a mistress, from the 
foolish vanrty of Middleton, who used to 
insist on his meeting her at the house of a 
convenient friend, from whence he drove 
* ber in his curricle, or escorted her to the 
Opera; and there were many times in 
■ which he had hoped Griselda, by express- 
ing suspicion, would lead to a subject^ 
whose mystery was a torture as severe as 
its elucidation must be terrible. 

the 



The peirtiDrbatf on of mind he expeneir«r 
eed produced those fits of ill-hiimour whicfe 
succeeded his indifTerenee, and bad contrK 
Iftuted so* much to afflict the heart of his 
patient wife : and it frequently happened^ 
tft the very time when hf€^ manners were- 
most forbidding^ his h^rt was: wrung by 
anguish, and even, bleeding with awakened 
tenderness. On the very day before they 
commenced their journey, he was on the 
eve of revealing his embarrassment, and 
trusting to the noble generosity of hi* 
wife for advice hew to dispose of Middle- 
tan, for his heart revolred at the idea oE 
faking her down to the Grove; but he 
hesitated tiH the moment for discorety 
was past; and he was again led to submilr 
to her trammels, which were of late ren-* 
fkred mpre imposing by her pregnancy, 
which called for his tenderness,, even whife 
k kept him in continual agitation for its 
consequences, as discovery became inevt* 
table, k was under these circumstaoces 
that she induced him to dviifc her down to 

the 
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the Grove, and that he Mt uneqaal to meet 
his wife on her arrival^ and when at last 
he did see her^ spoke only of his horse> 
though his mind, at that moment, was en* 
tirely occupied with a subject of very dif- 
ferent interest; and his uneasiness, in fact> 
much greater ttian even the pain that he 
inflicted. 

It had been uniformly the custom of 
Middleton, for some months, whenever she 
observed sir Edward pay any attention 
to his lady, to reproach him bitterly the 
first moment they were alone, and either 
induce him to leave the house; or work 
him into such a humour, that she was con^ 
i^inced his lady must suffer from it. Her 
power of inflicting this species of tuiferingf 
bad been the true reason why she had re« 
ntained- in the house with them, instead of 
accepting the splendid lodgings to which 
air Edward would gladly have conducted 
her. She had a peculiar pleasure in mor^ 
tifying and afflicting a woman of rank,, 
for this was one of her original principles,. 

when 
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wh€n her genius for democratiq philosofrfiy 
first unfolded, and more especially when 
to her rank she added the *' gloomy bigo- 
try " of religion. 

Oh the evening when sir Edward had 
been so charmed with the appearance of 
his wife among the villagers, that he had 
eyen forgot the painful theme which was 
libw the perpetual subject of his rumina- 
tions, Middleton had been expecting his 
return for some time, and when she be- 
held him, the fury of a demon took posses- 
sion of her breast, for he was actually 
banding his wife out of the carriage, with 
an air of the most lively affection. Foe 
some weeks past, she had suspected that he 
was growing more attached to his lady^ 
and though she did not love him herself, 
yet this had awakened increased animosity) 
in hfer malignant breast against that lady ;; 
for in- many minds, the jealousy of pride 
is not leSs violent than the jealousy of 
love, and therefore the sight of this atten- 
tion* awakened every irrascible sensation t 

and 
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and hardly had sir Edward time to entev 
the housCj ere she sent the footman t-a tell 
him she must speak with hinu The man^ 
seeing his lady was poorly, did not enter 
immediately, but he was in time to prer 
vent sir Edward from dbin^ that which he 
was once more on the very point of — 
confessing his connexion*, and beseeching 
her forgiveness. 

The rage of Middfeton, at what she 
termed his cruelty, knew no bounds; and 
it was with difficulty that sir Edward pre-- 
vailed on her to moderate her voice,, lest 
she should alarm the house. In her pre« 
sent humour, he durst not risk the discove*^ 
ry to Griselda, which he had meditated a 
minute before ; and recollecting the pal-^ 
lid looks she wore ox% his. leaving her, and 
(he terrible effects which the outrageous 
conduct of Middleton would have u.pon 
her, should she rush into her presence at 
this moment, he hastily promised every 
Ihing she required ; and' even bound him- 
self, with ai\ oath^ to take her away ia the 

morning. 
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morniDg, internally resolving that ^. soon 
as her accotichement should have placed her 
in safety^ no power on earth should in* 
duce him to see her again> and deeply la-^ 

« 

menting that so much time must yet pzss, 
before he could fulfil this c^ngagement 
with his own feelings. 

« 

A few moments of recollection showed 
sir Edward the utter impossibility of leav* 
ing the house with Middleton, without ex- 
posing his wife to all those horrorsi froni 
which; at so dreadful an expence^ he had 
just essayed to save her. Vexed. and har-^ 
' icassed beyond endurance/ he sought only^ 
to escape that eye which beamed on himi 
with the fondest afibction> and to bide the 
gloom of hi« thoughts, and: the conftusioik 
of biS'Countenance, ia his own room. 

When arrived there, he endeavoured tof 
write, but sheet after sheet was torn, and 
he found it impossible to say any thing 
in the way of apology, which did not ap-» 
pear too little for his conscience^ or toa 
mucb far bis. pridie* At length he thr^MC- 

himself 
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fiimself upon the bed^ and sought that rest 
lyhich he was little likely to obtain; in 
which situation he was found by Middle-^ 
ton/who perceiving him still in his clothes, 
and the implements of writing by his bed- 
side« justly concluded how much this 
last triumph of her power would cost hini» 
and exulted in the ravages she should make 
in the more delicate feelings of his devot- 
ed wife. 

Sir Edward, though vexed with her in- 
trusion, yet acceded to her desire of Set- 
ting out immediately, and insisted that no 
servant in the house should be disturbed 
but the.groom^ and his own man who ac- 
<;ompanied hin\; a vague hope crossed his 
mind^ that as Griselda was entirely without 
suspicion, it would not strike her that 
Middleton had accompanied him^as it would 
be many hours before she would be miss- 
ed; and. though sensible that some of the 
servants knew of their connexion, yet he 
flattered himself the same love for their 
lady, wtuch had liitherto^ kept them silent, 

would 



■ J 
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would continue to do it, till such time as 
he should be enabled to break the matter 
to her with safety. 

Under this idea, he hastily collected his 
fraorments of letters, which he burnt, and 
went himself to call the men who were ne- 
cessary to him. While thus employed, 
Middleton had not been idle ; she had • 
taken his pen, with which she had scrawled 
a short, but insolent billet to Gilbert, in 
which she had mentioned her destination, 
and had placed it on the table in the house^ 
keeper's room. When the horses were in 
the curricle, he ran, with an aching heart, 
and hurried step, into Griselda*s room, and 
felt, from her endearments, a pang of 
self-reproach, so poignant, that he fled 
from them as from the lightning's stroke/ 
and rushed to his carriage. His own man 
alone was there j the honest Tom was still 
in his stables, preparing to follow, and lit- 
tle dreaming who was the companion of his 
journey* 

At the first stsige^ Middleton was saluted 
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Isrythe title of " my lady;'* sir Edward, 
ytfho had not spoken a single word during 
bisride^ was roused by this appellation; and 
Mon after inquired of his valet if the land- 
lord had really mistaken Mtddleton for her 
lady, or was presuming to laUgh at her ? 

" No, sir, the man did it very inno- 
cently ; he had seen you before, and see- 
ing, as he said, the lady was pretty, and 
great with child, he naturally concluded 
'twas my lady Langdale/' 

*^ Middleton is not great with child." 
'* She looks^ in a habit, quite as large 
as my Id^, to my mind, sir." 

She is a less woman, and not near so 



good a figure/* 



That mat/he the reason," said the man, 
retreating, as the subject of their discourse 
entered, but with a face expressive of so 
much doubt, that his master had a new 
subject for contemplation the rest of the 
day. 

The title had tingled in the ears of Mid- 
dleton so sweetly, that she could not bring 

herself 
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herself to irelrnqtiUh it^ and she according-! 
ly announced herself lady Langdale during 
the rest of . the journey, though sir Edward 
persisted in refusing his assent to it; and 
before he got to the end of it; became so 

4 

thoroughly disgusted with her, that on bis 
arrival at the Swan, in York, his first in- 
quiry was after private lodgings, to which, 
in very plain terms, he told the lady she 
must remove. 

Middleton, to her infinite mortification, 
found that her only strength had hitherto 
Iain in her power to alarm that wife from 
wheiice'she had torn him, and justly con- 
ceiving that her power was nearly at an 
end, she conceded with a good grace, only 
begging that he would show her a little of 
the town, and go with her to the milliner's, 
as she had nothing with her that was fit to 
be seen. 

The city was now beginning to fill with 
strangers, many« of whom were old ac- 
quaintances of sir Edward, and not a few 
had seen his lady ; of course his chert amie 

obtained 
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/ . • • • 

obtained attention she by no means shrank 
from, however expressed. The baronet 
had too much native propriety to endure 
this species of notoriety ; he therefore de- 
termined to take a trip to Scarborough, to 
fill up the time till the races; and leaving hi$ 
valet to watch the motions of Middleton, 
lest she should write to lady Langdale, he 
set out, accompanied by a servant hired 
for the occasion. 

At Scarborough he met very little com- 
pany, but his person attracting attention, 
his name soon became known ; and on the 
second day after his arrival, an old gentle* 
man, as he entered the library, said, lay- 
ing down the newspaper in his hand-— 

*' I heartily wish you joy, sir Edward ; 
I percpive, by this paper, your lady pre- 
sented you with an heir yesterday week, 
and, though a stranger, her character is 
well known to me; and I rejoice to see you 
here, because it is an assurance that she is 
well/* " 

VOL. ii.'* fi The 
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Tbe surprise visible in the baronet^ 
countenance^ assured the speaker of his er- 
ror in this conclusion ; be presented the 
paper^ but a mist hung on sir^ Edward's 
eyes — his face grew pale — ^he muttered an 
apology — and flung out of the room. 

Sir Edward flew to the cliff for air, but 
his respiration continued difficult ; he re- 
turned to. his lodgings, but his heart con« 
tinued to throb with violence; he procured 
the paper ; he saw there the conflrmation 
of his fears, since he could not doubt that 
jiis departure had precipitated the birth of 
his child, and probably placed its mother, 
its unhappi/ mother, in the most dangerous 
situation; but >vhy was he not informed 
of this momentous event? 

He could only assign one reason — the 
sense of his injustice, jlnd even cruelty to 
his wife. This thought was indeed a dag- 
ger to his heart, for he felt, at this moment, 
that Griselda's contempt was capable of in- 
flicting a pang he could not endure, be- 
cause 
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cause it was merited ; and that to lose her 
love^ was to part with all most precious in 
existence. Her uncomplaining tenderness 
. — the purity of her heart — the undeviating 
rectitude of her principles — her unobtru- 
sive piety — ^and, above all, her warm un» 
broken affection^ all rose to his mind, and 
told him ** he had cast a pearl Way," at 
the very moment when his heart had taught 
faitn to estimate its value. 

As he sat thus contemplating the ruin 
of his happiness, it struck him, that as he 
had left York without any precise infor- 
mation, as to the place he' should go Xo, 
having mentioned Scarborough, or Burling- 
ton, or perhaps Redcar, to his servants, in 
a way that might lead them to doubt which 
had been his destination, it was possible 
that a messenger from the Grove mighty 
ere this, have arrived at Yprk. He rang 
the bell, ordered his horses instantly, 
and, in a few hours, was again at the 
Swan, which was now fiiU of company; and 

H 2 it 
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it was some time before he could get a 
sight of his own man> who^ he was in- 
formed^ generally drove her ladyship out 
in the curriole twice a-day. 

" The devil, you mean ! send my groom 
tome." ; 

Tom entered^ loQkmg extremely sulky, 
hut drawing a letter from his waistcoat 
pocket, i^pid — 

" I guess this is what your honour wants ; 
a qfian brought it an hour or two arter you 
fiet out, an I would ha had hun (bllo'd you, 
but Mr. Jackson lafT'd at I, and said your 
honour wazn't in no hurry to heer fra 
jhoame/' 

''Mr. Jackson's a dam»n*d. rascal !" said 
isir Edward, tearing open the letter, in 
^hichheread — 



f HOKOUBED STB, 

'' This serves to inform you, by 
order of my lady, that she has got a fine 

boy. 



\ 
\ 
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boy, who was born early in the morning 
of Thursday, the 15th. 

lam, sir. 
Your honour's humble servanf^ 

Annb Gilbert.** 



" Damnation f here is not a word front 
Griselda I^—where is the man who brought 
Ibis letter?" 

" Mr, Jackson sent him back; he was 
none of our folks, for none of they would 
come, as he said ; but 1 find he told ma- 
dam Middleton that my lady — " here Tom's 
voice faltered — " my lady had been main 
bad at first, but that they tbout her now 
clean out of danger.'* 

'* Then she has used me cruelttf^, infa^ 
mously/* said the baronet, pacing the 
room in great agitation, "not to say a 
word, a single word to me/' 

" Zhe'd a-zaid a thousand, if zhe'd 
a-thout az how your honour cared to bear 
them^" muttered Tom. 

H 3 '^ Leave 
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"Leave me/ T6m ; I am distracted/' 
As 'Tom opened the door Xo depart, two 
gentlemen in the passage caught a view of 
sir Edward, on which, with an halloo, they 
sprung in, and saluted him in the true 
jockey style, declared they were delighted 

■ 

to see him, and insisted on his immedi- 
ately accompanying them to seethe horses 
tveighed. 

Sir Edward, glad to get rid of himself, 
and, by any means, exchange the tumult 
of contending passions, went out with 
them, and was soon engaged in all the 
bustle of jockeyship, and surrounded by a 
swarm of broken lords, gentlemen blacks- 
legs, dashing fellows who are throwing 
away estates, and needy rascals who are 
seeking them. On his arriving at the 
ground, he complained to sir Sampson 
Forest, who was his conductor, i^\z\, they 
had hurried him away unfairly, as he had 
taken no refreshment since his breakfast at 
Scarborough; but that gent feman undertook 
to supply his wants^ and fulfilled his pro* 

inise 
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mise by bringing him a pint tumbler of 
Madeira. 

Sir Edward's horses were brought out 
and examined ; some Fault was found with' 
a favourite mare^ which piqued him ex- 
ceedingly, and he offered a considerable 
bet upon her, which was instantly accept- 
ed; a stranger, who was near him, praised 
.his spirit, and drank to his success in a bum^ 
per of brandy, at the same time offering: 
bim a^nother ; sir Edward excused himself^ 
saying he was excessively thirsty ;. the gen- 
tleman procured him another tumbler o£ 
ivinCj which he hastily swallowed : and^ 
thim, heated with wine,, irritated with the- 
^events of the morning, and stimulated by 
Ae example of those around him, he made- 
enormous bets upon each of his horses, and 
ilid not retire till the greatest part of his for*^ 
tune was involved in the epsuing contest. 
:, From that sleep which intoxication bad 
given and prolonged^ sir Edward awoke at 
a late hour the following day, with an ach- 
ing head and disordered frame, and bitterly 

H 4 repented 



153 PATIENCE AND l^ERSEVERAKCE* 

, repented a folly to which he had always 
shewn a decided aversion. The events of 

. the preceding evening passed slowly over 
his mind^ without awakening his appre- 
hension much ; but his anxietv to hear fur- 
ther from Griselda iticreased every noo- 
ment; his own indisposition taught him 
to feel for hers; and heljegan to see that ft , 
was kind in her to inform him, at all, how 
she was situated, all circumstances consi- 
dered. He recollected that her messenger 
had never seen him, but, it appeared, had 
seea Middleton, and probably returned 
with the information that she had usurped 
her name, and even said it was by his cbrH 
nivance. As these thoughts passed his 
mind, he sent for Tom, having given or- 
ders that Mr. Jackson should not be ad^ 
mitted to hitn, and thus interrogated him : 
'* You are certain, Tom, that the man 
said your lady was doing well ?" 

''Quite zartain; because madam Mid- 
dleton zaid az how zhe wished he was choak- 
cd for paying zo." i . 

'' Umph ! 
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*' Umph ! — I asked you what the man 
said." 

" He zaid, all the country was up 
a-talking about your honour^'* — ^sir Edward 
frowned—" and that your honour's beaby 
was baptized.*' 

*' What ?" said the baronet, rising an>* 
gnly. 

'* Edward George Osborne, arter your 
Jionour, : and your honour's mother, wha 
was as good a lady as ever brake breiad.'^ 

This instance of Griselda's generous and 
delicate attention to his wishes affected sir 
Edward sensibly, and the tears sprang to 
his eyes; he sat down, and a long pause 
ensued ; after which, with a deep sigh, he 
«aid — 

*' Tom, you love your lady ?'* 

Tom brushed away the big drops thafc 
coursed down his rough cheeks,: and g^yit 
a nod. 

" I think, Tom, you shall go iratifredijitely 
to the Grove, and inquire if she is able to 
sit upi and to read a letter/^ 

aft To^n 
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Tom blubbered aloud, endeavouring^ in 
vain^ to assure his master he would fly 
Vfith it 

''I can write by the post; but what| 
ivant you to do is, to see Gilbert, to 
learn exactly how lady Langdale is, to find 
who attends her, and, in short, to know if 
it would be advisable for me to return 
home immediately, or to stay away till she 
is recovered: lose not a moment, take post- 
horses, and return as soon as possible/' . 

Tom departed, but in about ten minutes 
returned with a long face, saying— 

/' I be feared your honour has forgot 
it be the first race-day to-morrow." 

" How should I forget it, you fool ? — • 
I thought you had been set off an hour 

*' There be zum gentlemen's zarvants 
l^lpw, az do zay your honour have made 
many desperate bets, and when I did zee 
yo zo flushed like, wi' all them there var* 
mln about yo last nighty I ratherly thout no 
good waz going on ; but then^ thinks J, 

his 
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his honour il remember liis mare. Upvf, 
please your honour^ if it be true that you 
really haveaniiy money miclr on this racej 
ftll ndver do for me to leave my horses ; 
Vm zure it witinot, and it's my duly to tell ' 
ye 20, angry or not angry." 
" '* I have a great deal of money on the* 
mari, and ttiore than I can lose on Miss- 
Nancy and 3 2^611/' . 

Tom groaned.. '' I niunmot go, zir, in* 
deed I munnot ; my hor^s '11 never have 
fair play if I leaves. 'em, an that 'ill be ru- 
ination to us aH; we'd :better put off a 
at day ; ye may have letters i'themorning* 
&r I tould that man at cum, ye'd be zure- 
to be back the first race-day." 

To this advice sir Edward yielded a- re* 
luctant assent, fully aware of J ts necessity,, 
and determined to prepare a letter, whichi. 
migh't sooth the uneasiness, or deprecate 
the aiiger of his Griselda ; but his aching, 
head and palsied hand had scarcely made 
the first attempt, *when he was broken in 
upon by Middleton, who, throwing herself 

H & upon 
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upon his knee, began to upbriaid him for 
not informing her of his arrival the night 
before ; and to inquire, in a very peretnp- 
tory tone, what was the reason that he had 
refused Jackson's attendance ? 

'^ I am offended with Jackson, and shall 
dismiss him," replied sir Edward, haughtily. 

" And pray, sir, for what ?" said Mid- 
dle ton, with a look in which effrontery con* 
tended with terror. 

'^ I do not conceive myself bound to 
give my. reasons fot dismissing my ser- 
vants," said the baronet; "^ but my present 
one is self-evident : he prevented the man 
from following me, who ought to have 
searched the kingdom through till he had 
found me/' 

'' Lord bless us ! here*s a fuss about no* 
thing !" said the wretch, recovering her- 
self. 

" Mfihing /" said the baronet, his eyes 
flashing Bre, and rising forcibly from the 
burthen she had imposed upon him. 

^* CrUel, cruel man ! how can you use 

me 
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me thus !** cried Middleton, sobbing, '' I 
who have sacrificed all to my passion for 
you?'' 

Sir Edward looked softened, and the fair 
deceiver performed an hysteric fit most 
admirably, which ended with an agreement^ 
that he should drive her to her lodgings^ 
which were, bn the skirts of the city, and 
the- foHowihg day should escort her to 
the race^course. '- 

The former part of this agreement was 
instantly fulfilled, but from the open scan- 
dal, and degradation of the latter, sir Ed- 
ward was fortunately saved ; for as no blan- 
dishments, on the part of Middleton, could 
induce him to remain with her, as soon 
sis he had led her to her own room, he 
returned to his carriage ; at the bottom of 
the stairs he was stopped by the master of 
the bouse, a respectable elderly-looking 
Frerichmani- who begged '^ milord for voa 
littel moment to step into his parlour." 

Sir Edward complied in silence, and 
having taken the offered chair^ with an 
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air of attention to the wishes of bi&ho9t;< 
the latter addressed him thus — 

'^ Milord, I am extremement chagrin: 
^at I. am forced to tell you dat your lady 
must not live some more in my houses 
pardonnez moi^ mitis c'est vrai dat she is 
von ateist, ahd von despiser of tout le bon 
Chretian; she corrupt my daughter,^ jjh^ 
insult^ ma wife, she say d ere is no sin: in 
de adultery ; mon Dieu ! she is vonwomaja^ 
with whom you nrnst not leave your own. 
servante, milord. I am greeVe, vermuch 
greeve, to tele dis ting; but I am honni^te 
komme; your country have saving me, et 
k ^lienne, and Tna seeing von Itrglis mii- 
lord abusoit. It w^ conduct like dis> it 
was de wickedness of de great, et Tambif- 
tion de vulgaire, ruin mine own pauvre 
country; it was dat dit murder her king>, 
and make her noblesse des vagabonds/' 
- There was an air of feeling and rectitude- 
in the old man's address, which forced it& 
way to. the understanding, as well as the 
sensibility, of sir Edward ; .he thanki^ hiuL 

foe 
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for his attention^ but said it was impossibl^e 
to provide any other rooms for the lady 
during the race-weck ; but promised shig 
should leave the place in a very few days; 
and desired that he would particularly no- 
tice the conduct of Jackson^ to, whom he 
alluded. 

The old man explained : he said he bad 
not perceived any thing in the conduct of 
the parties^ that should authorize suspicion 
as to its propriety^ further than ^hat the 
man treated her as *' if she were a fellow- 
servant^, and not a lady> which had occa* 
sioifed le grand suspicions, et tout ensem- 
ble leur manners were not.conune il faut ; 
and de lady being saiis religion, must be* 
always in the way a la perdition, by her 
own creed." 

This opinion sir Edward had no incliiia^ 
tion to controvert ; and he parted with ^ 
renewed resolution to see Middle toft na 
more, after the period of her convalescence^ 
again regretting the length of the time. 
The violence of her temper, the fuH per* 

suasion 
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sion that she loved him, and the conscious- 
ness of having ruined^ though not seduced 
her^ all operated so far on liis humanity^ 
that he could not resolve to break with 
her, at a period when her own life, and 
that of an innocent little beings might be 
risked by his adopting such a system of 
conduct ; and he shuddered at the idea of 
her deaths under such a frame of mind, as 
the most dreadful evil that could befal 
him. 

The day following he sent an excuse 
for not attending her to, the ground, which 
she was graciously pleased to accept, hav- 
ing met with an old acquaintance whose 
society she greatly preferred. This was a 
day of great anxiety to sir fidwatd ; the 
post brought no letters ; but the concerns 
of the husband and father were superseded 
by those of the anxious gamester, who al- 
ready repented the temerity, and abhorred 
the folly of his conduct. The general opi- 
nion of the day was so decidedly against 
him^ that no one had the impertinence to 

offer 



N 
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offer him another wager; and he appeared 
scarcely to hope for success^ so conscious 
WIS he of the odds being against him. 
Tom, though ever a bird of ill omeh on 
these occasions, ventured to speak pretty 
favourably ; and partly from his hopes be- 
ing thus supported, and partly from that 
pride with which man resists oppression^ 
even when he feels that it is meriled, the 
baronet appeared on the turf in high spirit^ 
and was pronounced, by the ladies, a 
charming naughty creature, a dear devil, 
an enchanting wretch, and every thing else 
wi ih which folly chuses to designate beauty 
in league with vice. 

But there Were some ladies, and som« 
gentlemen too, who held aloof from the 
man they felt to be contemptible, and 
who> even in this gay assembly, gave a 
sigh to the sorrows of the distant wife; 
and this number, though few, were all 
whose smile or frown sir Edward held wor»- 
thy his attention. He felt the rebuke of a 
cold look from a worthy man; and a repul- 
sive 
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sive frown from a virtuous woman ; and at 
the very moment when he was contriving^ 
how to escape the circle where he was el- 
posed to; he found himself suddenly trans- 
fixed to the spot, by seeing his own curri^ 
cle, in which sat Middleton, Pressed in the 
height of the mode, driven by a handsome 
fellow, who had the look of a servant out 
of livery, but whom hd had never seen 
before. ^ 

*' That's a pair of very pretty ponies yojar 
bona roba sports/' said sir Sampson Forest 
Iq sir Edward ; but six Edward heard him 
not; cursing bis own folly in not bring* 
ing the curricle himself to the ground^ jft^ 
not commanding Middleton ta ^stay at 
home, he rushed on to the course, apd 
sought to hide himself among the jockies^ 
He thought on Griselda's words, when she 
said, " My Edward is designed for better 
things than vice and dissipatipn," and he 
found that at leasthe could not be happy un- 
der them^ Absorbed in his own thoughts, 
he forgot even the important sum he had 

at 
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tt stake^ and saw, without emotion, the 
horses start for the last time;, and many 
vfhre astonished at the cahnness of his fea* 
tiires, who little suspected the confusion of 
his mind ; and he was saluted winner, and 
congratulated by many, before he had 
awakened from the distressing reverie into 
which this vexatious incident had plunged 
him. 

Tom elbowed his way through the crowd 
to his master, whom he drew aside, saying 
he would now set off as soon as he pleased^ 
if nobody else could be found to go ; bi}t 
his mind misgave him plaguily yet, and he 
hardly knew whether the mare should be 
left, seeing nobody could understand her sq 
well as himself; '' and, like all other she- 
things, her constitution was very ticklisb> 
and she had as many maggots as a dancingr 
master." ■ ^ ' ■ 

Sir Edward, flushed with' conquest in n 
contest v/here he had not expected it, 
would not, at this moment, bear to have 
his hopes damped, or bis pleasure disputed.; 

the 
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the horses were consigned to his new maBy 
and Tom immediately set out to inquire 
after his ladv. 



\ 



CHAP. V. 

Tom arrived at the Grove in the middle of 
the night, at the time when Griselda was 
in the most imminent danger. Fearful of. 
disturbing the family, and not aware that 
so many were watching, he went to bed at 
his sister's, and from this circumstance ob- 
tained a few hours rest, which he would not 
otherways have allowed himself. From his 
friends at the mill, he learnt the extreme 
danger in which lady Langdale was then 
considered, and that lady Elizabeth Os^ 
borne, and general Harcourt, were arrived 
the night before ; but he hastened to the 

Grove^ 
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Grbve, that he might kuow from Gilbert 
herself, the exact state in which she con- 
eeived his lady to be. 

Several hours elapsed before he was able 
to see Gilbert, and when he did, he found 
only a confirmation of all his fears. From 
her he heard the particulars we have al- 
ready recounted, together with innumer- 
able reproaches for his master, and Sitter 
invectives against Middleton in abun- 
4ance, va which Tom heartily concurred. \ 
During the short time he. remained with 
Gilbert, he saw general Harcourt through 
the window, and on observing he was a 
handsome stately old gentleman, Gilbert 
told him, that she was quite sure, if her la- 
dy's fever should take a turn, and she 
should get better, he would take her away 
ivlth him ; and proceeded to say, that there 
was no possibility. Hi reason -or decency^ 
for so good a woman as her lady ever to 
live again with such a profligate as sir Ed- 
ward. . 

Tom rose suddenly^ said it was a wicked 

thing. 



I I 
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things in his mind^ to part man and wife ; 
and that if his poor lady got better^ he 
would advise her to stick to sir Edward, 
let all the ladies and generals in the coun- 
try say what they would; '' For how," 
said Tom, seizing Gilbert's arm," "how 
zhould a zoldier, that lives by war, know 
how to make peace, especially atween 
man and wife, who are mostly as skittish 
as. unbroken fillies ? — and what does an old 
maid know about matrimony, and thent 
kind of things, who never learnt to bite 
the bridle in her life? They are very 
poor advizers, take my word for it, Mrs. 
Gilbert/' 

^ Tom left thi^ Grove immediately, but 
not till he had gained a promise from Mrs. 
Nicholson that she woiild write by every 
post. He pursued his way with the utmost 
alacrity; but as it was nearly two, hundred 
miles from York to that part of Glouces* 
tershire where the Grove lay, the fifth day 
was entered upon since his departure. He 
found his master, who had been up all 

night. 
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nightj just gone to bed ; lothe to disturb 
faim only to hear bad news^ his^next ques« 
tion was the success of the races ; he wds 
answered that his nfiaster had been winner 
the second day, but that the mare had 
been beat hollow. 

Tom shook his head and groaned deeply. 
^' Aye, you may well groan," said his 
, informer, ^ for your master's in for it 
finely ; Tie doubled his bets on the mare^ 
after his second winning, and so she not 
pniy lost him all he had won, but soused 
his estates into the bargain ; indeed, I am 
told he is a ruined man/' 

"' They wIh> told you lied !*' said Tom, ^ 
•clenching his fist. 

*' You don't need to be angry," said the . 
man; ''onJy..this I know> that when he 
was presusted to bet on a match last night, he 
declined it, saying he was invotved quite 
as &r as he could answer." 

" Hurra J" ^ied Tom ; *' he's an honest \ 
man after all, and, if my lady lives, he'll' 
be somebody yet." 

Sir 
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Sir Edward's bell rung^ for he could not 
.sleep^ and wished to take coffee; he was 
therefore informed of Tom's arrival, aqd 
ordered him to his bedside immediately. 

The exultation of the moment had sub* 
sided, and Tom entered his master's cham- 
ber, with a face as woe^begone as him 
** who drew Priam's curtain in the dead of 
night," and half his tale was told before he 
bad uttered a syllable. 

*' I fear, Tom, you hav6 left your laHy 
Tery ill," said sir Edward, in a tone of deep 
despondency. 

'* We zhall ha a letter fra Mrs. Ni'chol** 
son to-morrow, zur, and we'll hoape zhe'll 
be better." 

'' What is the matter with her, Tom ?" 

*' Zhe ha got one o* them fevers at 
makes foalks crazy, zur, that's all; they 
zay az zKe do very zeldom zpeak, but 
when she does begin, zhe do talk zoa, it • 
breaks every body's heart to hear her. 
There be auld doctor Harrington there all 
along, and there be general Harcourt^ and 

lady 
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fady Elizabeth^ but zhe do know none 
o' them ; her poor head rung a-nothing 
but you and her baby." 

Sir Edward turned his face to the piF- 
low^ and sighed from his very heart. 

Tom was grieved for his master, and 
thinking to comfort him^ added— *« 

" Gilbert just gid me a gliff at his little 
iionour, and to be ziire. Lord love it ! 'tk 
a perfect moral of you ; it have got that 
little dint in its chin, and a forehead for the 
world like your honour's. " 

Sir Edward was still silent, and Tom, an- 
xious to relieve him, went onV 

*' To be zure, it's quite zurprizing pne 
zhould have zitch a love for them little 
things : there's my zizter's child, why the 
feather's ready to work night and day, 
now he thinks he'& got a lad to work for.; 
and / myzeL if ought was to ail him, I 
-should lay by every zhilling I could get for 
it, poor helpdess thing !" 

Sir Edward suddenly turned his face, and 
exhibited a countenance in which anguish 

VOL. II. - I and 
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tmd'despair were so forcibly depicted, that 
Tom, horror-struck, started back, but in a 
moment recovered Tiimsetf, aaid in a tone 
ofvtHe^eepeSst sympathy, said — 

" Do iiot fret, sir Edward — pray ye 
flonotl— III never believe all the generals 
in the word, nor all the country round, if 
they abuse her ever so, will make my lady 
forsake you — noa, noa — I be zufe zhe'Bi 
bide wi you, till zhe be calied to bide in 
lieaven, if s& beaz you don't aK her to live 
wi Middleton, for that was the last word zhe 
said, Gilbert tould me, while zhe Avas in Tier 
senses; and how zhe .does nout but call for 
y«y and ax ye to come and zee your boy 
— oh, foul befal 4he tongues that slander 
hcrr 

"Who dares to slander her?" said sir 
Edward, springing from his bed, 

"All the country round do^ay az zhe 
knew you ^d keep Middleton, and they 
az good az zay zhe wouldn't ha zubmitted 
to it, if there hadn't been faults o' both 
zides;" 

^All 



v. 
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*'A11 the country round may go to hellT* 
^idthe baronet, dressing in a great pas^ion^ 
while Tom withdrew, not sorry to see the 
ag'ony under which he laboured e'xchanged 
for an emotion less acute. In the course 
of a few minutes he was recalled, and re*- 
<:eived his orders respecting the horses, 
and was likewise told of the particulars of 
the losing race-day, of which he bad al- 
,ready been too well informed. He had 
the satisfaction of learning that the baro- 
net had not visited Middleton during his 
absence, and that he was now endeavour-' 
ing to procure lodgings in the neighbour- 
hood, where he might leave her comfort- 
ably fixed for a few months. ' 

As soon as sir Edward came down stairs, 
be was surrounded by many, to whom he 
stood ipdebted, who were going to leave 
the place, and with whom it was necessary 
to make some kind of settlement. In this 
distressing employment the hours passed 
till evening, when most of the gentlemen 
who had associated on the turf dined to- 

1 3 gether. 
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gcther, and several of their friends accom- 
panied them ; amongst the rest, lord Ox^ 
ininster ivasanndurTced. Sir Edward had 
taken a dislike to this nobleman, from the 
way in which he had heard Middleton ac- 
count for her departure from his house, 
in which she had thought proper to im- 
pute the vilest conduct to his lordship,' 
and cry up her own as a miracle of virtue. 
His temper,, irritated by his lo^es, and his 
feelings agitated by the situation of a 
woman for tyhom he-4elt every hour in- 
creasing interest, rendered him inclined to 
see every thing through a jaundiced medi-. 
um ; and though the rest of the party 
thought lord Oxminster a lively, pleasant 
companion, wl\ose thoughtless ^ good-hu- 
mour intitled him to their civility, he was 
<Jetermined to repel every advance towards 
intimacy which that nobleman seemed in- 
clined to make. 

In the course of the evening billiards 
were proposed ; and on one of the gentle- 
men observing that he thought sir Edward 

the 
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the best player now in York, lord Oxmin- 
sler said that he had been complimented 
on his skill, in much the same terms, in 
his own country, and he should Ijke to try 
it with him, 

4*' 

The baronet declined playiiig, somewhat 
proudly. 

*' How damned cross you are to-night, 
sir Ned !" said lord Hugh Campbell ; '' I 
declare I never saw such a qu^r fellow ; 
you look glum when you win, and glum' 
when yoM lose ; when the devil is it that 
you are the charming fellow the vomen 
call you ?" 

. *' Sir Edward has a right to be cross,'^ 
nmd lord Oxniin^ter, somewhat suDi^eringly, 
^'for bis lady has good Imimour enough for 
ftw; that's certain." 

*' What do you mean, my lord ?'^ 8aid[ 
the baronet hastily; '^ my lady'a liartie iar 
irot to be trified with/- * v 

^' Tq be sure «o*~-youYte riiighty ten- 
der of her honour and her feelings, V\l be 
bound ; but Fll answer your quea|tio0 witH 

1 3 another*^ 
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another — do you kno\v, any thing of the 
private history of Sally Middleton ?-^. 
hey?" 

Surprised at what he considered the ne 
plus ultra of Irish confidence, sir Edward 
answered — •'' Yes, I do know something of 
her history, and of the part which lord 
Oxminster bore in it, and tha^ will proba- 
bly account to him for the little ambition 
X have displayed for the- honour of his ac- 
quaintance/*^ 

'- " And by the- same rule,'*^ replied his 
lordship, ^^ it will account for my saying' 
your lady was a good-natured wife. Ah^ 
by 9iy souli and a verj/- good-natured one 
$he was t€o, or she wouldn't a-kept«uch- 
a wh ; : » > as that vnder her roof, for het 
. husband's convenience, d'ye see, half a 
year together." ' 

*' Yoaafe a lijir!— a- damn'd infernaT 
liar!'* roared the baronet, >ii a voice of 
thunder; Rafter seeking, ii> vain, to se- 
duce aiv innocent girl, you would now in- 
^^re the pure fame of a virtuous woman/^ 
. --u: ^ ^ ''Ah, 
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" Ah, well, you need say no more — yoa 
are not the man I took ye for; but, of 
course, we shall hear a little further of 
each other." 

*' Of course," said sir Edward, stalking 
through^the company, who had all rose in 
alarm, and many of whom endeavoured^ 
but in. vain,: to oppose his retreat, in the 
hopes that some explanation would be 
made,, which might induce apology on th^ 
part of sir Edward. 

' When the baronet had reached his own 
room, he felt as if he had reached the cli«» 
max of misery ;. the events of this day, and 
the preceding, had involved hii;n in such a 
complication of horrors,, as almost exceed- 
ed endurancei and mpcked belief. . He 
strove to arrange his ideas — poverty, sick- 
ness, and death, and, what was worse than 
all, infamy^ were his own dreadfql boon to 
hitxiself: ap^ to his house, to those he had 
solemnly pledged himself to protect, to 
those whom he now felt dear to him as the 
life he bad presunied to venture on a t^^uaf- 

1 4 rel 
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rel with a man he despised' In this state 
of exasperated misery, he was waited upon 
by captain ThoTDton> with the challenge 
he expected from lord Oxminster, who 
was accompanied by lord Hugh Campbell^ 
to offer any assistance, in compromising 
the affair, in his power, conceiving him* 
self accessary in producing the rppture* 
Sir Edward would not allow bis interfcr* 
ence in any other way than the usual du- 
ties of a second ; and captain Thorntoii 
then proceeded to say, that as sir Edward 
was'not only a husband but a father/ and 
might therefore have many points of im* 
poFtanee to settle, he was wittfng to defibr. 
their meeting to the morning but one 
following, if more agreeable. 

Sir Edward replied, ,that he had certainly 
'z great desire to wait the arrival of the 
post the ne^t morning, aiid therefore ac- 
ceded to the proposal gladly: the geiH 
tlemen then took their leave* . 

*' A husband and a father/'' said sir Ed- 
wacd to- himsdf, as he slowly paced the 

^ room. 
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rpom, ^* and ence a Chriatiaiij going t<^- 
rush uncalled into thepresence of my GocI,. 
and tell how J have fulfiired their respec-^ 
five dutiea; but away with this !-^away<«^^ 
away-^way V*^ 

He rang the bell violentTy, and ordered 
wine^ which he swallowed: rapidly ; but it 
increased the fever that burnt in his veinsr 
without soothing^ or even stupifying thr 
sense of his unutterable misery. Towardp 
daybreak he again threw himself on ther 
bed; and Tom foqnd him in the morning: 
atin more haggard^ and with a face of more 
confirmed anguish than^ on the preceding: 
4ay. 

The honest lad brought a letter, which? 
he hoped might be the medium of comforts 
Sir Edward opened his dim eyes, and has<*- 
tily seizing it> read aloud— 



«< 



HOMOUKB SIB,. 



'* Soon after Thomas set oC we^ 
perceived a cbnsiflerable ciiang^^ for Hie 

1.5 better* 
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"better, in my fcidy ; and towards evening 
she became sensible^ and got a very com- 
fbrtable sleep ; the doctor says she will da 
BOW, if she ha$ no more shocks, for he 
finds her pulse this morning better than ho 
expected ; and that every thing now is to 
be done by good nirrsing, and that cannot' 
be neglected here, for both the ladies are 
ivith her night and day, and are ready to 
lay down their lives for her ;: but if I may 
be so bold as. to speak my miAd, I think 
your honour^ company would set her ap 
sooner than any thing ia the world, if you 
would take care to leave. you know who 
behind you. I am your honour's very 
velfcwisher, and,' in duty bound. 

Your humble servant, 

H. NlCflOLSOKw** 



*' There, your honour ! '* said Tom, ex-^ 
ultingly ; ^' let us once get home again 
and all will be well'* 

^ 1 3hall nevefj^ never get home again !^, 

. I said 
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said sir Edward^ in a tone so desponding^ 
that Tom fancied he was extremely ilU and 
was further confirmed .in his opiiiion>: wbea 
the baronet desired, him to procure an at^ 
torney to come to. him immediately. i 

" Heaven preserye:. your honoiir !— -you 
mean adoct6r;,,!ypurhom;>wr is.. taken the 
zame way. withr my poor lady^'" i ./ j. / 
- Sir Edward gave a languid smrle at the 
honest. lad's; mistake^ and told him to fetch 
the-hindlord, 'by whose assist^nee he soon 
procured an intjeUigent professor of the 

Jaw.. ..•..•..•• .::•..;;... , ■': 

- LprdOxminster bad ol^Iiged several ofhis 
friends^ though without.knowihg their true 
motives^ when it was suggested that sir £d^ 
ward woiild requfiresomertime to settle his 
affairs. This ivai^ a day of extreiiie hurry ; 
bdt^ after bond was^prepared; anid tilKmid* 
night si# Inward \^as^ engagied in all the 
bustljs -of 4DU8tnesB, ' and the opilfiision of 
jarring claimants. On this eventful .day*, 
he learnt haw* to estiliate tiae iriend^p of 
iashionable rakes^ and dissipated misers ; 

)& he 
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be saw that ^dlf was alike the moving prin- 
ciple of him who squandered with profu-t* 
sion^ and him^ who hoarded with avarice ; 
be saw too that he had far overrated his 
own powers of answering jockey clarniSy. 
and involved his estates >eyond all repafra* 
tion;^ nevertbdesshe: judged it. right ta 
make a will^ to' enable: his widovr to settle 
his affairs in her own way, thi& more eispe* 
cially as i^e had no settlement, and hlflk 
creditors ^might otherwise oblige her tia 
sell those estates o£hers be had considered 
sacred, but which he now felt, wrth inex^ 
pressihle woe, lipight be legaUy infringed. 

At length, the gentle taj> at his door 
ceiaised to be repeated^ ;:and the prc^tituted 
woicds. o^f /' I:;«in> feiJIyii^orry • to trouble^ 
; ypUir ifty good friend, J)m J,aa>r«) curspdJy 
out of caalu" no longer his$ed in his wewy 
ear; the: attorney had finidied ^m \f^\^ 
ness,; and ipoor Torn: alpne; waitied foe iad<^ 

DQiittahce. ■ ■' •'■■■•A :.') /;.' 

5f: Here iis a AOte, l^om^ ^hrch: yoit must 



I ' 



takq 



ki : 



teke to the Orove yourself in case I — l-^ 

in 6ase I i*' 

*' My dear, &(ir master,*^ said Tom, gaar- 

ing on Ms pale face, and btirstin^ inta 

tears,^ *' tell riiei for God's zake^ where yoa 

are^ going to, nftd what you are going for ? 

I be zure and zartain you be in no condi- 

iioH to go/- 

Sir Ediyard struck his forehead \ioient\y, 

and turned, in agony, fibm the fearful^ 

.gaze of his irembling interrdgator. 

^f Ay^, there it is,'' said Tom, internally, 

*' all the mischief ijs in his poorh^ad, iiftre 
enuir/ :. 

But wheft le again ^i^h^^ld hisbQunte- 
nanc^, ^om saw there was^ i^guijs^h ^t the 
heart also, and bi$ own bled at the coor 
tefnplati'oa ^ rendered bold frosfi distress, 
he threw himself on his knees before hjs. 
masteri'and seizing his hand, earnestly be'* 
^ugh| hiiq .»pt to dp apy 'wioJ^isd thing, 
but tO: remember what '^ my lady tould 
4>u)d {lQb«|t Q9> his deathb^ ---** there wf^ 
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mercy in heaven over every sitiner that rc^ 
pented." — : 1 

« 

As the poor fellow spake^ his voice' Wag^ 
suffocated with emotion ; he relinquished 
the hand he had took, and covering his face 
with his own, he laid his head at hi& mas^ 
•ter's feet, and w^tin agony. ■■ - ■ '■ 

After a long pause — ''I liave been sel^ 
tling money matters the whole day/' ^id 
sir £dward> ^' but I have not remembered 
you, Tom; but j^our lady— ^^^—**»^ — : 

'• This is no time to talk of Woni^y/' 
said Tom, recovering himself. 

'^ But you must leave me soon, Tom, 
^nd I miist speak of the things on my 
mind; You ^e the-only person- en^ whose 
good'-wilf I have a»iy reliance.** / 
. Tom rosci and bowed to the cbnim^nd 
lie impatiently expected. 

"I hopci Tom, you do not think,' be- 
cause you see me distrest, and ktiow ithiit I 
have lost a great deal of moheyylhopt ^cm 
do not think me so wicked as^td meditate 
^elf-murder?" 

f ' I hope 
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. 'M hope not, your honour ; God in Hea* 
Ten forbid ! But when major Hirst lost all 
his money at pharo^ your honour knows he 
2bot hiniseir^ and^ zaving your honour's 
presence^ but he just looked like you^ asi 
he ran through lady Burningham's pas- 
sage*-! zhall niv^r forget it a? longazi' 
live." 

" I have an affair of honour in hand^ 
Tom/* 

*'Offeo»dttr/" said Tom ; '^ nay, then it's na 
uze to talk ata11> I knows, because it's what 
every gentlemaS goes through with, right 
or wrong, though to my mind, it's a good 
cleal like t'other : to be zure, a man has a 
chance to Kve and repent, th?it's all/' 

*' Yon\ would nt9t, Tom> have; me suffer 
your lady to be reflected on> because rn^y 

own conduct has been " 

f My lady fleeted on !" cried Tbhi, 
catching fire; 'V noa, by the dwJkens, It 
was only az I corned .back Jf a the Grove 
t'other day, I knocked a post-boy's. tw6 
front teeth clean down his throaty for za;« 

ing 



M 
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ing Be guess'd you and zhr were properly 
mtttched.'* 

'' Iwish the usages of society. Torn, would 
permit me to take as innocent a revenge, but 
as thdt is not the case, I must recniest you 
to set off, the moment the affaiir B^ver, ta 
the Gfove ; and whatever turn it takes^ 
guard your lady from all knowledge of the^ 
circumstances, till she has gained strength 
to bear it: mind my word* — let Gilbert 
alone attend hcr-^^lef no one be put into 
mourning — in short, np circumstance* 
trans|:^ire till she lias perrectly recovered 
ker health> and then, not till then, give her 
this note with your own hands. Now leave 
me, my good fellow, your grief will uiw 
fit ine for the task before me ; -^go, Tom^ 
-^yoa would not make a coward of your 
master?" 

Tom hastily withdrew ; sir Edward lock- 
ed the door, and once more endeavopred 
to compose himself. If that pause before^ 
the hour gf battle, so exquisitely described 
bjT Miss Holford, be awfal to the hero; 

surel; 
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surely it fs far mare so to the duellist ; for 
the patriot's fire warms not his breast, nor 
the thirst for glory^ Barnes in his veins ; 
however great his personal courage^ how^ 
ever acute his sense of injury^ in the hour 
of recollection^ he recoils from his pro* 
jected vengeance^ and shuddei*s at the 
gulf befofe him. 

Sir Edward sat down by his bedside^ and 
harrassed as he was; hoped that languor 
would subdue the acuteness of his feelings^ 
and stupor supply what, sleep denied ; but 
this hope was vain — never had the powers 
of his' comprehensive mind iieen more 
Vigorous th their exertions^ more acute in 
their sensibilities ; past, 'presentj and fu* 
tvncc, were ail' before him ; he saw, at once, 
all that he might have been, and all he had 
become. ' He saw that the very merey of 
Heaven had been held out to him in vain, 
for he had fled iVora the angel who jwould 
have restored htm to Paradise. 

Every look, word, and action of Gri-^ 
feielda were bei^re him, sind ei&pecialty on 

the 
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the last evening he spent with her ; foe jp 
moment he rejoiced that he had been cap- 
tivated hy her loveliness, and ex>pi)essed his 
esteem of her virtues ; but then the shame- 
ftil conclusion of that day sttuck on- his 
mind/ and the memoty ^f Middleton, and 
wliat she tod might sufTer^ followed it. 
The sorrows of guilt have a pang knbwn 
only to the gwilty ; this'was toom^ch; he 
traversed the room wiih steps tha^ marked 
the perturbation of his mind, and the in* 
describable bilterness of^ the -emotions 
which possessed him. 

- At the dawn of day lord Hugh opened 
his chamber-door, according to appoints 
ment ; for, fearing initerruptioh^ both.par* 
ties had agreed^ the preceding. evenings to 
this early hqur. The place appmnted; for 
the same reason, was nearly a mi4e from 
the city, where they quickly arrived in lord 
B ugfc*at chariot. They lyaite^ a ver)^. i^hprt 
*lime for lord Oxroinster, whdse face bore 
•a very different cbaracter;fron ihat otihia 
apponentj^ l>^i^g astoiiishingly indiffetent 

■ to 
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to the scene before him, and rubbing his 
eyes, as if but half awake from the sleep of 
intoxication. Soon after his arrival, sir 
Edward saw Tbnr come forward ; the mo- 
ment he came within view he stopped, 
and laid his fece against a tree, as if seeking 
support for the horrors that awaited him. 

ft was agreed that the gentlemen should 
fire together^ — they did so; sFr Edward re- 
ceived the ball ofhis antagonist in his right 
shoulder, and immediately fell> Weeding 
profusely. 

' The seconds regretted exceedingly their 
strange oversight in npt procurthg a sur* 
geon;and lordOxminster, now thoroughly 
awake, endeayoured to staunch the blood 
vith Ills handkerchief, while Tom^ seizing 
a horse from histordship^l^ man^ gal loped off 
for assistance. In* a short time sir Edward 
was conveyed to a neighbouring farnt- 
house, and laid oh the bed in thfe dhme'k 
parlour. The surgeon, oh bis aprival, said 
the extraction of the ball would be at^ 
tended with great pain^ and probaUy daa> 
' ger» 



■i 
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ger, owing to the effbmoh pC blood; but 
there were no symptoms that, at present, 
induced him to fear much. 

• " Tis a very ugly affair altogether/' 
said his lordship, '' and I shan'^ choose, d'ye 
see, to go out of the way at all; so if 
you'll allow ,rae to stay and nurse ye, 'twill 
be all very well. When I first spoke, I did 
it by way of opening your eyes, and not 
your veins, d'ye see, about the girl ; fori 
thought. she'd take^ you in, for she was sa 
very fond of me, that I could not helpr— " 

"'Fond of you!'' said sir Edward, turn- 
ing his languid eyes tofwards lord Oxmin* 
»ter;. / 

'^On the honour of a gentl^nptaUji that she 
was; for if ^he h^^ npt tbrpwn herself in 
my way; and talked sentime^t^ and all that, 
I should n^vei* have looked at her^at all^ 
you $ee ; for though tny lady's a little mat-- 
ter too" old for Ene,she'is a fine woman yet^ 
and I ow^ bj^r respect any how, and her 
bpu^e should have be^n inviolate. As ta 
2/QUr%dy^ while all the world talks of hejr 

beauty^ 
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t>^auty^ and her goodnei^^ and all that^ I 
should have been the last man in the world 
to have had a fling at her, but you made 
tne mad/* 

The surgeon interfered to insist on there 
l>eing no more talking; and as his assistant 
was now arrived, he proceeded to extract 
the ball, a task of. much difficulty, and 
great pain. In about an hour after this 
operation, Tom set out on his mission to 
the Grove, having agreed with the farmer's 
^on th^t he should write to him every 
morning an account of bis master's healthy 
and with the farmer s wife that she should 
nurse him, as if he were her own son. 

Tom's heart was very melancholy as he . 
retraced his steps to the Grove, and ponder- 
ed on the means of keeping a secret, ^ 
which, in,a few days, would be spread over . 
the kingdom. HaJ)pily the strong interest 
still excited by lady Langdali's situation 
prevented the general from inquiring after 
the newspapers, and Tom contrived to 
seize all those which came to the houae^ in 

which 
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which the affair ^as mentioned^ at the time 
he received his own letters from the far- 
mer's son* These letters were by no means 
favourable to his hopes of concealment 
till the baronet's convalescence^ as he 
found that a considerable degree of fever 
had succeeded the extraction of the bally 
that two physicians had been called in> 
which the farmer thought a very bad sign, 
and that it was the opinion of all the fa- 
mily, that if the gentleman had any body 
that belonged to him, they ought to come 
and see after him. 

For more than a week this continued, 
with, little variety in the theme of these 
Yorkshire epistles, and Tom, in great dis- 
tress, revealed his sorrows to Gilbert and 
Nicholson; the former, blaming herself 
for having tspoken too much already, re* 
solved to say no more, be the consequence 
what it might; but the latter, who had lived 
with sir Edward from his childhood, who 
loved him so well as soon to forgive er- 
rors which she thought his sufferingsr 

had 
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hsA expiated, grew impatient to attend 
liim, which Tom encouraged; and the very 
4lay on. which the comparty kft the Grove, 
ab^ got Tom io <take her on horseback to 
meet the Birmingham coach, albeit not of 
a travelling make, and left Gilbert to ac- 
count for^ her absence as well as she was 
able. 

The. day following the babe appeared 

^tter, and Oriselda, thinking she should 

^am strength by golitg intt) the air, took a 

short ride ; on«her return, she was surprised 

-by seeing Tom turi;i quickly out of the 

way of the carriage. Surprise gave way 

to pleasure, and she instaatly spoke to the 

.footman to hring Tom to ber> the moment 

she alighted ; the man obeyed^ and Tom, 

with an unwilling step, was ushered into 

her dressing-rootn. i 

" Have; fcM not got a letter for me, 
Tom?" 

Torai's hand went mechanically to his 
waistcoat- pocket as he answered—*' Yes, 

my 
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my lady ;" but instantly recollecting the 
circumstances under which alone it wa% to 
be given, he checked hiiifiself, saying—^ 
*'woa, my lady, I ha gotten no letter, only 
a message." • 

'' What message ?*' said the agitated 
wife ; '^ what does your master say, Tom ?*' 

" He do zay," said Tom, hesitating for 
words which it was not easy to invent, 
where nature had denied fluency, and habk 
abhorred falsehood, "he do zay that he d6 

' hate that d- d b— h with all his zoul, 

and he do love your ladyship io the life 
o'un ; and if you can get over what's past, 
you zhall zee what : you zhall zee," saijl 
Tom, with a very knowing nod. 

*' Do not deceive me, Tom, even with 
the &^«^intention ; your master could not 
send this message to me/' 

*' I don't zay that he :ured those Very 
words,, but Til zwear to the meatiing on 
•cm/' 

^' But why did he not write ?'* 

"It's 
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'^ It's fcuae writing when a msm's got 
a gunshot wou&d in his right 9xm, mj 
lariy/' 

'' A vH>und !-^good God> is sir EdWard 
wounded ? — how — where ?— tell me, Tom, 
this instant; where, where can I find him? 
—Let the horses be putlto this instant — oh 
Heavens, wht> wounded him ?'* 

" God bfeis your ladyship's faopour^ 
don't go near him — ^he's getting bettor< — 
bell be well soon ; he'll oiivvcr forgive I 
the longest day he lives, for he sent I here 
a^puttpoj.e to waticb at nobody zaid a word 
toyt^;. tastd zt) J have, as^ Gilbert kt>ow^ 
w^atched every one on 'em, as a cat watches 
a imouae; and took away ould mother 
Nicholson, az snug az a button^ jizt to 
nbitre his hoaipnr ; but j»st by-ill-luck, az 
'tWCTe, I ha let il out myzelf," 

*' Well,' never niind, Tom, get me the 
horses this instant, and drive me to your 
master^*-! insist upon it ! — ifly !" 

Gilb^ert coining in, and finding the turn 
things had taken, informed her agitated 
' VOL, M. k' mistress 
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iBistress as much of the affair as Tom's mih* 
tilated accounts had enabled her to learn; 
1)ut it was enough for the faithful wife to 
know that her husband was sufferingi In. 
vain Gilbert urged the length of the jour- 
iiey» her own remaining weakness, the ex* 
cellence of Nicholson's nursings and the 
probability of the baronet's convalescence ; 
she insisted on going immediately, and 
only besought her to give a change of 
linen to Anne, and hasten Tom with the 
carriage. 

" Nay/' said Gilbert, '' if you must go, 
my lady, I'll go with you to the world's 
end ; how dare I trust you, ill as you are, 
and shaking in every limb, to be nursed by 
60 young a woman as Anne r'' 

" My dear Gilbert, hear me — I confide 
my child, my invaluable treasure, to your 
care, and yours alone ; would you forstfke 
my darling?" 

The unconscious child felt not its mo« 
ther's kiss, nor the tears which accompa- 
pied it, for its 'sleep was sound. Gilbert 

replaced 



PATIBNCB AND P£ASEV£RANC£« 105 

tcplaced it in the cra(}le^ and breathed an ar* 
dent prayer for tbesafetyofitsmother^ whose 
extreme anxiety allowed her no repose till 
it became so absolutely necessary^ that she 
was conscious if she did not take it^ she 
should become utterly unable to proceed^ 
and^ instead of bringing peace and com- 
fort to her afflicted husband^ become a 
means of increasing his uneasiness* As she 
drew near the place of her destination, her 
agitation increased to the most distressing 
degree, and her attendant sought, but in 
vain, to divert her from visiting sir Ed- 
ward that evening. " God will i^gstain me 
through this also,'* said she, internally, and 
a short composure followed: but \^heii 
Tom pointed out the house where his mas- 
ter lay, her very soul seemed to flutter on 
her lip, as if it were about to fly for .even 
■.; Tom rode forward to the house before 
them, and galloped back to say sir Ed- 
ward had appeared better, ever since Mrs. 
Nicholson's arrival; this was a. cordial 
to his trembling lady. Fearful of disturb- 

K * ing 
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ing sir Edward by the sound of the carriage, 
j&he proposed alighting at a little distance ; 
but it was not without difficulty that her 
convulsed frame could be supported into 
the farmer's kitchen, where the family 
gazed on her as the inhabitant of another 
world, whose fragile beauty was unfit to 
bear the rude encounters it must sustain in 
this, and pity mingled with their admira- 
tion. 

Griseld'a heard, with much satisfaction, 
that sir Edward had been sleeping an hour 
upon the sofa, as she hoped it would give 
him istrength to bear the surprise of her ar- 
rival, which Tom begged he might an- 
nounce, being, as he said, the person, of 
all others, to do it properly, though he 
confessed great fears of his master's anger. 
Though lady Langdale did not think Tom, 
of all others, the most likely to manage this 
delicate office with address, yet she had 
had so many proofs of the goodness of his 
heart, and his sincere attachment to his 
master^ that she could not bring herself to 

refuse^ 
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refuse ; a& soon^ therefore^ as the baronet 
vas awake^ the farmer's wife announced 
Tom's arrival, wha was immediately re- 
ceived by sir Edward with marks of great 
solicitude on his pallid face. 

" Well, Tom, what brings you here ? — 

nothing bad surely ?'' 

" Noa, zur, nothing bad, zurc enuff." 

''How is your lady ? — the want of your 
letters has been a great loss to me these 
two days/' 

'' Now that's quite 2urpri3ing, your 
honour, for I be az poor a l^and at scrib- 
ing az moast ; but az to my lady^ zur, zhe 
be a little fainty, or zo, an she would ha 
bin killed outright, if I h^n't got her to 
sleep at Chesterfield/* 

''Good God ! is Griseldaat Chesterfield? 
is my wife on the road to — Oh Heaven !*' 

" Noa, zur, noa, she be noton the road 
to| heaven at all ; zhe be here in the 
kitchen/' , 

Sir Edward rose, sat down again, fixing 
his eyes wildly on the door, which Nichbl- 

K 3^ son 
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son opened ; she crossed a short passage^ 
and every step she gave waked a throb in 
the bosom of the invalid:— she returned^ 
and another step was heard that shook his 
weakened frame as if to dissolution. — 
Yes ! — it is Griselda ! — how .pale she 
looks ! — but she looks like the angel of 
mercy. Unable to support herself, she 
sinks oh her knees before her husband — 
her head falls upon his lap, but her arms 
embrace him — she is unable to speak, but 
her look, her action, her very sigh, is the" 
language of pity, of pardon, of love un- 
utterable \ 

J. 

'^ Poor Griselda !*V said the baronet, as 
he leant over her, and his warm tears dropt* 
on her cheek; he brushed them away, 
and feebly said — '* Rise, my love, I beseech 
you rise — I cannot assist you ; I ought ta 
be kneeling tlX your feet, Griselda; I have 
ivot deserved. this tenderness." 

'' Hush !" said Griselda, rising, and lay-, 
ing her hand upon his lips; " I will not 
hear another word ! I am come to manage, 

not 
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not indurge you, and I shall onrly allow you 
fa say what I |>lease; let us amuse our- 
selves onry with looking forward to th^ 
hour when your recovery shall enable v^ ' 
to return to our dear home, and our lovd- 
ly little boy : let u^ think of that, and that' 
alone, my love/* 

Sir Edward smiled in token of compli- 
ance, but his heart was too full to admit 
reply ; and it was happy for both that the 
arrival of the surgeon obliged them to re- 
strain emotions, the indulgence of which, 
was^too much for their harrassed and weak- 
en ed frames to endure. 

Under the tender assiduities of his new 

* 

nui'se, sir Edward appeared, for a few days, 
to recover his strength, and renovate hh 
spirits; bu,t he had been reduced so ex- 
tremely low, though never in any imme- 
diate danger, that it was the opinion of the 
miedical men it would be many months be- 
fore his usual health could be restored, and 
there were symptoms which frequently . 
threatened decline; but so well satisAed 

' K 4 were 
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were sirEdwbrd and lady Langdale with the 
skill and attention of those gentlemen of 
the faculty th^y employed from York, that 
they did not \vish* to remove until sir Ed- 
ward's convalescence rendered their atten- 
tions unnecessary^ except to more conve- 
nient lodgings, which were soon procured, 
and to which sir Edward bore his little jour- 
ney betler than could have been expected, 
though he stil! experienced considerable 
pain from his wound. It 'was with great 
mortificatioh be perceived that his new 
lodgings were extremely near those he had 
taken for Middleton, of whom he had never 
heard since the day before the duel, wben 
he had enclosed her a bill, and promised 
her a provision for her child, in case of his 
death. His subsequent conversation with 
lord Ox minster had made him easy on this 
head, but had inspired him with so decided 
a disgust for her, and such a hatred for his 
own folly artd blindness, that every cir^ 
cumsfance which brought her to, his re- 
xnembrance never failed to agitate him 

to 
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to a distressing <Jegreej» and raise his fe- 
Ter v^ry considerably. Under thfe fear 
Qf seeing her, he was several days before' 
be would t^ike thp advice of his physician, 
who wished him to be driven out, in a low 
carriage,a short distance every day, thinking 
the air w^ould be of the greatest use to him, 
for he was conscious that his nerves wouli 
receive a shock from such a rencounter 
that he was in no condition to bear; nor- 
could he endure the thought of exposing 
lady Langdale to the pain of beholding a ; 
woman who "had been the cause of such 
deep suffering to her. ^Finding himself 
quite unequal to speaking on thirsubject, 
fehe still remained ignorant of all those 
circumstances in Middleton's character 
known to the reader, and still bitterly la- 
jnented the seductipn she believed her hus- . 
band had been guilty of, so far as a mar- 
ried man can be said to seduce one who 
knows his engagements, «nd frequently 
ca«tabout in her mind the means by which 
she could silently, but essentially assist the 

K 5 ' unhappy 
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unhappy woman, and restore her to virtue, 
yet fearing to inquire from her husband 
what was her present situation, lest she 
should injure his. health by sinking hia 
spirits. 



CHAP. VL 



Tom had returned to the Grove on account 
of a valuable horse, and as Nicholson was 
an entire stranger, it is probable lady Lang- 
dale might have remained some time longer 
in a state of surmise respecting Middle- 
ton's situation, had not a little dapper apo- 
thecary presented himself one morning, say- 
ing '' that as his friend, Mr. Richardson, had 
been sent for to sir William Miller, he was 
obliged to confide his patients to his care; 

he 
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he had therefore called to inquire after sir 
Edward Langdale^ whose pulse he would 
have had the honour of feeling two hours 
before, had he not, unfortunately, beea 
called to preside at the accouchement o£ 
Mrs. O'Hara, of whose marriage, about a 
fortnight ago, he presumed the present 
parties had all heard.'* 

The present party knew nothing of Mrs. 
O'Hara ; the little doctor thought that odd,, 
very odd indeed, for the lady in q^uestioa 
was their near neighbour. He was first 
called in oa accouat of a slight accident 
whichr occurred on the wedding morning» 
and was so fortunate as to obtain sa great a 
place in the lady \ favour^ that she request- 
ed him to act the part of a father. *' I 
thought all was not right; we of the fa- 
culty are pretty quick-sighted^ sir Edward 
— my good sir, your pulse has an inclina- 
tion to gallop — but, as I was sayings I did 
not suspect theyoung widow, as she called 
herself, so far gone, or I should certainly^^ 
have declined the office, and Mrs. Middle- 

K & tQtk 
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ton might have found a — good God, sir T 
your pulse stopS, goes on, and stops again, 
like the man's in Tristram Shandy — how- 
ever the lady has a bouncing girl, with hair 
as black as her father's. — I will have the 
honour of jsending you a sdine draught 
immediately, sir Edward/* 

The baronet bowed assent, the little man 
danced out of the room, and the wonder- 
struck auditors gazed at each other, as if 
each were asking explanation of the other : 
at length, after a sorrowful pause, sir Ed- 
ward said — '^ What a fool, what a cursed 
fool have I been to be duped by such a 
jade as this !** 

*' It is better to be sinned agains(t than 
sinning," said his lady. 

'* I am glad you think so, lady Lang- 
dale/* said tTie baronet, still in a tone of 
vexation. 

Lady Langdale withdrew, as if to fetch 
something from the next room, but in re- 
ality to enable him to rec9ver serenity. 
She found Nicholson, who. full of the im- 

portant 



t. ., 
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portant news she bad just gained from the 
mistress of the house, and anxious to re- 
pair, as far. as was in her power, the mis^ 
chief she had once occasioned by the 
mention oT Middleton, began instantly 
with-^ 

'' Bless ray life, my lady; what things do 
come to pass to be zure ! It's all come but 
now, that that wicked woman was in a fa- 
mily-way by my. lord Oxminst^r's man, be- 
fore ever she comed to our house at all ; 
and so it's all as plain as a pike-stafT, that it 
w^s she that took in my master, a good-for- 
nothing hussy ! but indeed I knowed fft^ 
from the first. I that have nursed him on 
my knee a thousand times, and a fine sen- 
sible child. he was, as ever sun shone on, I 
knowed he was drawn in, as it were, to be 
zure ; but, as I was saying, my lady, she ha 
feathered her nest to some purpose; she has 
got money andjewels without end, btisides 
many a bank-note that master gave her to 
keep quiet, and not alarm you ; for though 
to be zure when the shock did conve, it was 

bad 



.T' 
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bad enough^ but you see he wanted "ta 
put it off as much as he could, and so he 
gave her all her own \yay-" 

This proof of the baronet's tenderness, 
called the tears into Griselda's eyes, which 
poor Nicholson, not quite comprehending^, 
she proceeded to say — 

" Ah, to be zure, your ladyship has been 
cruelly used for such a strumpet as that, ta 
have all these fine things, and money with- 
out end, out of your ladyship's purse, as it 
were ; but, as I was a-saying, the first race- 
day, who should she zee but her oldsweet-^ 
heart, O'Hara, and he was not over-andr 
above glad to see her ; for why — it seem^ 
he had somehow cheated her — set a thief 
to catch a thief; but, however, she getsi- 
hold of him, and he drives her on to the 
race-course in my master's* curricle, a 
shameful thing ! and then she told, him 
what riches she'd got out of sir Edward, and 
they laid their heads together how to get 
more; but finding what sort of a turn things 
took^ and that there was no more to be 

hadj^ 
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had, they . got niarried ; but whafs the 
height of all her impudence, she goes to 
say that every thing she has done is quite 
right, bothas to cheating people's eyes out 
of their heads, and living with their hus- 
bands; and that she has only married 
O'Hara because she must humour the su- 
perstiches age; there's for you, my lady ! 
to think that such a learned man as my 
master, that has lived in Lunnon sa many 
years, and been among countesses and 
dutchesses, should be drawn in by such a 
thing as she/' . 

Sir Edward's bell run^g,. and lady Lang*r 
dale learned, with great pleasure, that he 
was now willing to take a short ride. : 

In a few moments the carriage was at the 
door; -he took his wife's arm down a little 
garden, at the gate of which two men stood ; 
the servant desired them to stand aside; sir 
Edward commanded them. 

One of them answered by shewing a 
writ, and immediately arresting him at the 
suit of a jeweller in the city. 

Sir 



20ft PATIENCE AND FSSSfiVEBAVCI. 

Sir Edward recollected • that he Kad re- 
ceived two or three notes from some shop- 
keeper/ which he had told the farmer's 
Wife^ who was ^t that time bis principal 
attendant^ to throw into tlie fire. 

The deadly paleness of his countenance^ 
by withdrawing her attention from the cir- 
cumstance, and fixing it on him alone, in- 
spired Griselda xvith courage ; she besought 
him to return into the parlour, and that she 
^ould settle the aflair. 

^'. We cannot lose sight of our prisoner, 
madam, but we will take his bail ; vou have- 
only to get two respectable gentlemen/" 

'* But we have no friends here, and the 
sum itself cannot be much: here, taKe my 
purse, my watch." 

" It won't do, madam ; the sum is five 
* hundred and seventy pounds." 

The men followed sir Edward into the 
. parlour, but Griselda entreated their per- 
mission to allow him to retire to his bed- 
room, to which they made no objection. 
When she was alone with him there, she 

mentioned 
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mentioned (he amount of the biH^ at which 
he was astotiished, saying that he had ii>« 
deed bought some trinkets for Middletan 
thei'e, or rather he had' entered the shop 
with her, while she chose them, but he had 
not supjpo^ed them worth more than twenty 
pounds; that doubtless ^e shopkeeper 
was a rascal, who would either force him 
to pay the bill, or by defending it in a 
court of justice, expose his conduct in a 
manner he was, in his present state of 
health, utterly unequal to endure;, and ad- 
ded, with an oath, that tradesmen were alt 
rascals, and it was in vain to contend with 
their chicanery ; the bill must be paid some 
time, but the great object ^as obtaining 
present relief. 

'^ J will obtain it, my love; I will be 
back with you in an hour,'* s^id Griselda. 

She immediately got into the carriage^, 
and proceeded to the jeweller's. She found 
him a sensible intelligent man, who, on^er 
remonstrating with him on the largeness of 
the bill, and his understanding who she was, 

appeared 
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appeared equalTy desirous with herself to 
adjust the affair amicably, and solreitous to 
treat her with the respect doe to her rank 
and sex ; he produced several written or- 
ders, in her nanve, for different articles of 
jewellery, which had been sent to Middle- 
ton ; and said, that as soon as he began tor 
suspect this person hati ih> claim to the 
name she had assumed, he had written tor 
sir Edward to request hispermission tosendt 
them;, that having received no answer, and? 
being told, in general terms, verbally, sir 
Edward would pay him on his recovery, he- 
bad suffered the lady to take trinkets to* 
the amount spoken of; since which, he 
had repeatedly applied to sir Edward, who 
having, as he was informed, thrown his let- 
ters, unread, into the fire, he had been in- 
duced to proceed in a way unpleasant to^ 
himself, from a sense of it» necessity, 

Griselda apologized for her husband,- 
whose illness she spoke of in an affecting 
manner: the jeweller said that he should" 
be very glad to get his trinkets again, and; 

^ thought 
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thought it was possible so to do; by 
fhreatening Mrs. O'Hara with a prosecu- 
tion, for obtaining them by false preten- 
ces. Lady Langdale would not alloiw him: 
to pirocttd to any steps which might in- 
jure faer health, under existing circumstan- 
ces, but suggested the propriety of sending 
forOHara : this was accordingly done; the 
fellow, conscious, of many peccadilloes in 
his own conduct, as well as that of his cava 
sposa, was exceedingly alarmed at the sight 
of lady Langdale; and when threatened by 
the judicious tradesman, in that way which 
was most likely to alarm him, with being 
an abettor of his wife's villainy, in assum- 
ing a fictitious name for the purpose of 
fraud, he readily consented to deliver all 
the trinkets he could find in their lodgings 
to the shopkeeper, who accompanied him,' 
Those which had been tacitly given to Mid- 
dleton, by sir Edward's presence at the- 
time of purchase, Griselda requested might 
be taken off the account, and returned to 
the woman ; these she paid for immedi- 
ately; 
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ately; the rest thejeweller gladly deposited 
in his drawers, while Griselda requested 
he would inform her what the law expence^ 
amounted to; he apprehended about five 
pounds; Griselda requested him. t^ takje a 
twenty^pound note> as a compensation for 
his los», in being deprived of the sale of 
his goods for several weeks; and left a;^ 
friend in the man she had encountered as 
an enemy. 

She returned with a countenance that 
told her bosom's lord he vfdis at liberty, and 
h)alf restored him to his usual spirits ; but 
what was the surprise and vexation o£ 
both, to be told by Nicholson that the 
men J on her |Mresen ting them argratificatiotr 
for their trouble, had sai^, ^' it was a pity 
they should be forced to watch so gene- 
rous, a gentleman, but 'twas a fact that 
there was another writ against him for 
eighty-four pounds from, a milliner, and^ 
if she had a mind, she might give him a 
hint of it." 

Sir Edward sunk back in his chair, and 

covered. 
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<:overcd his face with his hands ; while Gri- 
«elda, who t^gan to suspect the first arrest 
had been but the beginning of troubles^ in^* 
quired, in a faint voice, if the men knew 
any thing of the account ? They ansjwer- 
ed they were employed by lawyer Scout, 
and they ktiew nothing moi*e of the matter. 

'* Inquire of the men/' saidGriselda, /* if 
they have other arrests against us, and press 
them to tell the truth," 

Nicholson ,returned with "the assurance 
tKat thl?y had nor, but they had heard that 
Mardiall^ the silk-^mercer, had said he htid 
n bill of forty-five pounds -against sir Ed* 
ward, but he scorned to distress a gentle* 
man in 1)is sickness. 

(Sir Bdward unveiled his eyes, and gave 
A look his lady ^ fully understood. 

'' Yousefe^ toy love," said' she, smiHng^ 
*' how unjust you were this morning to 
tradesmen; I have settled the whole of 
jyour debt with the jeweller for less than 
fifty pottods, tind made him so much your 

friendj 
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friend, that I have no doubt but he will 
efiable me to settle with this generous. 



mercer." 



'' And perhaps then/* interrupted sir 
Edward, "they will give bail for me to 
this milliner; pray ask them^ for I am 
confident that till these fellows are off the 
premises, I shall know not a moment's re- 
pose. I was wrong, very- wrong, to con- 
demn people who had an undoubted right 
to conclude me a villain." 

The hurried, though desponding tone in 
which tl^se words were uttered,, convinced 
Griselda that the affair had indeed made a 
deep impression on the miftd of the baro- 
net ; she pressed her lips to his paie^ fore- 
head, and hastened back to the jeweller, be- 
fore whom she laid her repeater, and a' 
diamond hoop ring of great value, and in- 
quired if he would advance her a hundred 
pounds on the security befone him ? 

" I have only sixty pounds in the house,*' 
replied the gentleman ; '' but I will lend 

yott 
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3FOU that, my lady, without any security at 
all, except a note of hand to prevent mis- 
takes, in case of accident to either of us/* 
Griselda turned her head from the speak- 
er to conceal the emotion she felt : on the 
other side of the street she perceived the 
name of Marshall, in large letters, over 4he 
door -of a silkrpieroer, 
, ^ I wish," said she to her new friend, 
" you would send for your neighbour 
here/' The shopman flew over in a mo- 
ment; and return<ed with a little withered 
old man, who* bowing, begged .to know 
:what he should hav/e the honour of show- 
ing her ? #^ ^ 
. . *' You have a bill against sif Edward 
Langdale, Mr. Marshall — I wish lo settle 
it'' 

The mercer pulled a leather case from 
his side-pocket, and presented a bill of 
varioivB articles, amounting to about forty* 
five pounds. 

Griselda desired a receipt, and the two 
tradesmen stept into an adjoining count- 
ing-house; 
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ing-house ; in a kw minutes she wtas re- 
quested to join them there^ whet) a ehairwa^^ 
with great humility, presented her by Mr. 
Marshall, who, in giving the receipt, said — 

" I hope, madam, that your. ladyship wili 
take no offence in what lam going to «ay, 
but as most likely your ladyship is not 
much in the way of these things^ behig a 
stranger, as 'twere, in these parts, you will 
not be angry at my informing you, that it 
is a great > pity you should pay me in dafsh- 
iiotes, seeing that yoitr ladyship's draft, at 
two months, or three months, would'be 
very good payment, as linEi«s go, my la- 
dy ; but these doctors, and indkieei)ti% 
and these kind of people, why tbey m\ist 
have cash, my lady ; and therefore hafd you 
not better give me a line on your steward^ 
or banker, and keep (his sixty pounds Tor 
your current expences?" 

'* I am exceedingly obliged to you, sir, 
and win do that most willingly ; my stew- 
ard at the Grange, 'about twenty-five miles 
from hence, will have three kindred 

pounds 
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pounds for me next month/andit will suit 
Tiie very well; but allow me to ask, if you 
suppdse Mr. Scout, the attorney, will ac- 
cept the mode of payment you point out, 
in a suit he bias commenced for^ighty four 
pounds, being a milliner's bill?" 

*' Undoubtedly; either of us will^settl^ 
the affair for you ; he will not refuse our 
endorsements." 

Stamps- were* produced, and the affair 
soon arranged. The repealer and ring still 
lay on the cotinter/when, taking tl»em up, 
the jeweller said — 

" Your ladyship may give me a draft, or 
a note for this money, whichever suits 
you ; 1>ut I cannot dllow you to leave these 
things behind you; espedally as the watch 
has a crest, and might attract attention." 

<7riseld^ gave him a draft at a month, not 
forgetting the interest, and then thankfully 
withdrew, attended to the door by both 
him and Mr. Marshall, with the most ob- 
fiequious attentiopj and assured that the 

VOL. II. L bailif!s 
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bailiifs should be withdrawn by Scout im* 
mediately. 

The baronet was pacing slowly up and 
down his little parlour when she returned^ 
with an air of despair in his mien that cut 
her to the heart, and contributed, with the 
fatigue, fright, and anxiety, she had suf- 
fered, to make her feel extremely indis- 
posed ; he inquired most tenderly after. 
her, and reproached himself as the cause of 
her sufferings. This affection roused her to 
new exertion ; she told him,, with tearful 
joy, that he was now perfectly at liberty, 
and exultingly shewed him the money she 
had procured for their more immediate 
expences; declaring that she had. never 
felt the possession of twice as many hun- 
dreds give her half the pleasure. 

For several succeeding days sir Edward 
went out constantly, and gained all the be- 
nefit he had proposed from the exercise ; 
but about the end of the week, the family 
were alarmed by the appearance of Toni, 

who 
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^lio came express to inform them that the 
t:hild was exceediagly ill, and Gilbert 
thought it her duty t« acqua^int them with 
the fact, thcmgh extremely fecw-'ful -of alarm *• 
ing them. 

The distress of Griselda wiH be more 
Easily conceived than -expressed.. Parting 
from her child, at a time when its heaitii 
-was extremely delicate, had' been very 
painful to her; and every letter she had 
received from Gilbert had made her anx- 
ious heart throb with desire to resume her 
maternal duties, though she had ever avoid* 
ed giving the slighted expression of her 
wishes to her husband ; but he row 'saw 
aad partook of her solicitude, and urged 
her to return to the child w.kK as much 
^peed as her health would allow ; propos- 
ing that Tom and Nicholson should remain 
with him, which was concluded upon. 

Lady Langdale wrote to her husband as 
sox)n as she had seen her boy, a«d her re^- 
ports were full as favourable as could he 
expected ; but in the next letter she gave 

L 2 a poor 
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a poor account of him. She wrote every 
morning, and the information fluctuated 
with the day ; but whether her hopes were 
raised or depressed, her letters were the 
source of consolation, the food of comfort> 
to the baronet. He read them and read 
them again ; every night the in^ssenger of 
Jove was placed behind his pillow, and 
every morning his first inquiry was after 
the post ; if Griselda was obliged to write 
a short letter, he seemed to consider that 
he was injured, and had a right to be sple* 
netic for the rest of the day ; when he got 
a long qne, he turned the key in his door; 
land retired with his prize, with the gout of 
an epicure, and the seclusion of a miser. 

Though he was constantly told not to 
expect a letter every day, yet the very first- 
time his correspondent failed he grew un- 
easy to the highest degree ; and after fret- 
ling and fuming away the whole morn- 
ing, he called Tom, and declared his inten- 
tion of going one stage towards the Grove 
that evening ; and as Tom highly approved 

the 
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ttie motion, observing, '* that badly foaks 
tvere always best at hoam," a very little 
thme was lost in preparing for the journey ; 
and the one stage was converted into two, 
which were borne so well, that on the even - 
ing of the day but one following, sir Ed- 
ward found himself, at night-fall, on the 
skirtStof his own domain, which was now 
blooming in the first rich tints of autumn, 
and 'looked like an earthly Eden ere the 
possessors* falL 

A train of deep and painful musing felf 
on the mind of sir Edward as the post- 
chaise wound slowly up the gentle emi* 
nence on which the mansion stood. Every 
tree that waved its* leafy arms^ across his 
path, every breeze that wafted iragrance 
from his garden, and e\'ery corn-field> 
whose yellow verdure caught the last ray 
of departing light, seemed to reproach hita 
with his folly, and say — '* Thou art taking 
a farewell of us for ever; we .who gladden-^ 
cdthy infant gaze, who blessed thy maturer 
years; we, thine early friends, thy best 

1. 3^ possessioniV 
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possessions, are destined to a stranger, arrcf 
torn from thee for ever." 

According to sir Edward's desire, the car- 
riage drove to the stable-yard, where he 
alighted, and thence walked slowly to the 
house, as if he took a pleasure in entering, 
as a wandering stranger, the mansion he 
had justly forfeited. He entered unper- 
ceived, for all was dark and still ; he sat 
down for a moment in the breakfast-par- 
lour, and was about to ring, but recollect- 
ing, in the «ext, that his bell might possibly 
disturb the child, he paused. With the 
thoughts of his child^ a new train of 
ideas had rushed into his mind. He waa 
now about to behald that little beings 
whose claims on his heart Griselda had^ a 
thousand times, so eloquently told, and fia- 
ttire^ still more eloquent ihan she, pleaded 
for in lai>guage irresistible. Sir Edward 
rose — ' The boy must sleep/* said he, " the- 
W<>men are so very still." He pursued his 
way towards the room Griselda had ap* 
pointed far the nursery ; perceiving a light 

iiv 
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in her dressing-room, he would have en- 
tered, but fearful of alarming her, he did 
not open the door, but went gently into 
the adjoining bed-room ; the door was 
half open which "joined this room to the 
dressing-room; he stept toward it, and 

^perceived Griselda, with a candle in h^r 
hand, kneeling beside a cradle; the light 
fell full on a little face, on which his own 
features were indelibly impressed — impres- 
sed by tlie hand of Death himself. 

Struck, as by the holt of Heaven, the ba^ 
ronet stood sHent and immoveable. Gri- 
selda set down the candle, and imprinted a 

' long, long kiss upon the marble cheek of 
her departed boy ; then turning her stream* 
ing eyes towards heaven, as if pursuing 
the spotless soul of the innocent babe to- 
wards it$ eternal mansion, and lowly bend- 
ing before the awful scene she contem- 
plated — ** Accept, oh God of Mercies V^ 
she exclaimed, ''accept this sacrifice ! Thy* 
chastening^ hand, I- humbly trust, hath 
punished the faults of the father in theson^ 

L 4 and 



224 PATIENCE AND PfinSBTERANCS;^ 

and will perfect thy goodness-by purifying: 
him here, and preparing him for hereafter^ 
Father, thy wili be done ! Oh! pardon the 
imperfect resignation of the afflicted worm 
that glorifies thy goodness in the husband 
thou hast spared, and the child thou hasf 
reclaimed !" 

Her voice, suppressed and feeble, ceased 
to be heard, but her moving lips still 
seemed to bold communion with their 
God, and to gain the strength sh^ be- 
sought. She arose, and was throwing a 
handkerchief over the, face of the corpse, 
when Gilbert catne to the gallery door, and* 
told her, in a hurried voice, that, she really 
though* her master was, coming, for she 
had heard Tom's voice in the kitchen. Gri- 
selda wiped her eyes, exclaiming — 

** Oh, my dear Edward 1 what shall J Axy 
to save you from the pain of this^ad meet- 
ing ? — My poor, poor Edward^ this is hard 
on you indeed V 

She was going down with Gilbert, whea 
her own name* feebly pronounced fronv 

the- 
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Ifie becT-room, caught Berear; she turned 
iround, and beheld her husband, wha^ 
pointing^ at the cradTe^ fiung bimselfon the 
sofa, and gave way to a burst of sorrow^ 
such as^ she hkd never witnessed, and sucb 
as^only the heart of the wife and mother 
could estimate or participate. 

" This is mp victim/' said sir Edward at 
kngth ; " poor little innocent, I have bee» 
thy murderer ! — yet thy mother will not 
curse me ?'* 

'* My dear Edward, "^ cried Griselda, 
straining him closely ta her throbbing 
breast, " da not speak thus, or you will 
break my heart. We are called on to re- 
sign our darlrng, but we will not aggravate 
the difficulty of ou4r tai^ by recollections 
that render sufferings more poignant, and 
reproaches that give a zest to affliction ; ' 
let us look forward, with hope, to hin^ 
who wounds only to heal; and chastens the 
son whom he vece'wesJ^ 

The baronet did not repTy ; he knelt 
down by the cradle^ and with a shaking^ 

1. 5 band 
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hand agafn nncoTered the face^ and gazed 
on it with an eager, fond, and yet fearful 
look ; f^r though lovely, it was the face of 
death, and it was awful. 

After a long pause — ** God^s will be 
done?" said the father; and then rising,, 
witha trembling step, and a frame ex- 
hausted by &tigue and recent agitation, he 
soiight his own apartment, followed by his 
silent but sympathizing spouse, who> 
with great anxiety, attended to every thing 
that could contribute to his comfort as an 
invalid, or lessen his sorrow as a father j 
conscious that the bitterest pang she had 
felt in parting from her first-born, the 
dear being that had awakened in her heart 
the finest sensations, the sweetest chords of 
existence, was not comparable to the keen- 
er pang of remorse, thus mingled with the 
grief of a self-reproaching father. 

The morning on which the infant heir 
of the Grove slept in the tomb of his an- 
cestors again awakened the bitter grief of 
his father ; but the mothejf's sacrifice was 
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made with meek and silent resignation; 
she resigned him to the house appointed 
For all, and bent all the powers of het 
mind to the restoration of her hiisband's^ 
spirits; though unwilling, as a Christian, ta 
check that salutary sorrow^ which leadetli 
to a peace ^' the world can neither give 
nor take away ;** yet she sought to turn? 
his thoughts rather to the author of his 
punishm.ent, as a God of mercy, than ant 
avenger of sin; and ta render the tear of 
earthly sorrow the harbinger af heavenly 

joy. 

The child was interred es^rly ia the 
moriiing, and every thing relating to this 
painful affair was kept at a distance front 
sir Edward's apartment ; sometime, how- 
ever, after the funeral was over,. Griselda 
observed an unusual bustle in the house ; 
she rang the beH to learn the occasion of 
it, but rang a second time without being 
attended to. 

*' What can be the matter?** sard sir 
Edward, with an air of alarm* 

1* & ** ■^^^CwNX^i'^ 
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'' Nothing thatean signify much, myloy^ 
to either of us," said lady Langdale ; '' but 
I am not pleased with the servants for ne- 
glecting us at such a time as this." 

Tom at this moment entered, and beck- 
oned his lady to the door; Griselda, recol- 
lecting sir Edward's arrest, was seized with 
a tremor which made her unable to move; 
Tom saw Iver situation, and came forward, 
carefully shutting the door, and s^tling^ 
his back against it. His appearance m 
mourning struck sir Edward, but his lady 
ivas alarmed by his countenance; both gazed 
upon him without speaking. 

'* I be forced to telF yo,^ said Tom, 
drawing his hand over his eyes i^ *' but it*s 
cursed hard, I'll be damn*^d if it ben*t ; but 
there's an execution in the house ; those 
fellows corned in while we were at chureh.-'*^ 

*' Get the carriage, Tam^"said the baro*»- 
net, in great trepidation^ " and drive us to 
the Elms." 

Tom burst into tears, and did not offer 
to moye. 
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« My good fellow/' said Griselda, '' we 
must exert ourselves ; obey your master as 
quick as possible.** 

'' The Elms/' said Tom, sobbing, '' the 
Elms is top fall of bailiffs and rascals ; Mr. 
Allen is below, talking with all his might,, 
and promising them all he have in the world.;: 
and the people here be civHish, but down 
at the Elms, he do zay they be like zo< 
many devils; but if your ladyship pleases^ 
when night comes, I can smack you and 
his honour off* to sir William Elland% and 
zo we shall manage to 'scape/' 

** The Elms! " repeated sir Edward ; " how 
dare any one enter the Elms?*' 

*' Why, zur, zom people say azhow it 
be my lady's, and zam say az Jiow it bea't ; 
but these fellows do zay az how they shall 
tn/ that point; and they be pulling things; 
all to pieces to make a sale; they do 
knock down the books^ and pulldown the 
pictures, Mr. Allen do zay it be a zheani& 
to zee; and all old madam's tapstry be 
gone to rack.'* 

V I have 
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*^ I have no heir/' saiid Griselda^ with ar 
look of despondency. 

She raised her eyes, they fell upon her 
hnsband, and the agony painted on his^ 
look called her rn an instant from the mor- 
bid dejection into whrch she was fallings 
she caught his hand, crying — ^ My dear, I 
conjure you not to look so wretched ; I 
have twenty houses at the Elms, in which 
there is room to nurse yoir, and where 
every inhabitant will be proud to attend 
you, and where no one can dare to intrude 
on you ; bi\t let us riot forsake ourselves, 
or yield our property to these plunderers ; 
remember how itearly we had lost a large 
sum at York for want of seeing after it; 
let us call Allen, and inquire what all this, 
ruin means/' 

Tom vanished to fetch Mr. Allen • 
*' I know, I know too well, what it all 
means," said the baronet, with a heart- 
rending sigh ; *' but wretched, ruined as 
I am, unable to exert myself, I cannot be 
schooled by Allen, lady Langdale/*^ 

^' Schooled l-^ 
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Schooled! — oh, my love, bow your 
prejudices mislead you ! Allen is one of 

the most excellent of " 

*' Is he not your friend, Griselda ? ancJ 
can your friend love the man who-— —there 
he comes — I will not see — save me, Gri- 
selda, from this, and ^' 

Griselda flew to the do6r, she seized the 
old man's hand, and led him to an adjoin- 
ing room ; the traces of recent tears werc^ 
in his eyes, and he shook with gtief and 
anger. 

*' I hear there are sad doings at the Elm^ 
Allen ?" 

" Sad doings indeed, my lady ; I am afraid 
all your pictures will be ruined — all sold 
for an old song.'* 

'* I will redeem thefn with my jewels; 
go' with me, Allen ; my word was never 
doubted yet; let ws go and save something 
from the wreck." 

'* They are hardened wretches, my lady ; 
I never saw sucli beings in my life/* 
*' I will take Tom; tell him to prepare 

the 
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the carriage ; no one will offer me persa- 
nal insult ; I must learn to bear the humi— 
liations that await me/^ 

Allen retired, and Griselda informed sir 
Edward she Fou^d there was a necessity for 
her going to the Elmsy which he greatljr 
opposed^ lest she should ^e rnsulted» until 
she explained to.him the necessity she was 
in of doing. it^ especially on account 
o£ two fine pictures, which werfe heir- 
looms of great value, and which, if not 
personally claimed, might be sold with the 
furniture. He admitted the necessity, and 
lamented that he durst not accompany her;, 
but this indulgence was out of the ques- 
tion, as they had but too mucb reason ta 
believe there might be several writs out 
,against him. Ruin stared him m the face* 
ott every side*— the ice was broke — and the* 
wintry torrent of distress poured on hint 
from every quarter.. 

. The baronet^ bent beneath the storm' — 
weakened by his illness — conscious of hia 
folly— that lofty mind^ whose superior in- 
telligencer 
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telligence appeared givei> for the noblest 
purposes of existence, now weak a-nd dispi- 
rited, was at once berefe qf resources, ihcar 
pable of exertion, and devoid of fortitude. 
Liberty, the dearest blessing of life, appear- 
ed to his^ proud and independent spirit the 
wz/^ blessing he had left; and his dread of 
losing that operated like a. spell upon his 
mind, and chained his faculties, so as to de- 
prive him of the yeryf)ower of securing iL 
In Griselda's presence he felt as if under the' 
protectioli of a tu-telary angef, who would 
defend him from e\nBry danger; but the 
moment she left bim„ his heart sunk; the 
train of evils by which he was surrounded 
again rose to his mind, and enveloped hurt 
in confusioQ, anguishi and dismay. 

The officers (if the law, followed by 
an appraiser^ a crowd of brokers, and 
others, were proceeding to dislodge the 
pictures fram those places the fair hands 
of their mistress had assigned them,^ at th^ 
Yery moment she entered the house. Al- 
ready repenting her temerity, shocked -at 

the 



234 PATIEKCE AVn PERSEVERANCE:. • 

the publicity of her appearance the very day 
lier child w^sburicd, and nearly overpower- 
ed by the severity of these reiterated strokes^ 
Grisel'da Would perhapshave immediately re- 
turned if the nature of this circumstance had 
not been particularly pressing. She knew 
the value of her pictures ; they had prin- 
cipally been purcbased by her, and it was 
her duty, if obliged to sell them, to part 
with them to the best advantage; she saw 
plainly that her husband, let the state of 
his affairs be ever sx) bad, had set his heart 
on performing his promise of holding the 
Elms sacred ; and she dreaded the effect 
any disappointment might have upon his. 
health,, in its present critical state. What- 
ever were the troubles she might encounv 
ter, all appeared light in comparison with? 
the loss she should sustain in him, at atime 
•when she had every reason to hope he was 
restored, not only to her,^but to himself. 

In whatever line of life man may hap* 
pen to be situated, though lost in igno- 
rance, hardened by habit, or brutalized hy 

vicCj^ 
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• Mice, vet there will be moments when the 
power of woman will be acknowledged, 
and the influence of her claims be felt. 
Tlie moment lady Langdale alighted front 
her carriage, and taking the arm of her 
venerable steward, entered her patrimonial 
• mansion, a gentlebnzz, followed by a calm si- 
lence, succeeded; she proceeded to the room 
where a fine Madona was just being taken 
from the chimney-prece, and in a calm 
manner required the authority of the^:)rin- 
cipal for this proceeding; finding the exe- 
cution was for six hundred and fifty pounds^ 
to which the baronet, with his accustomed 
negligence, had suffered great law-charges 
to be attached, she commanded the mar> 
instantly to replace the pictures, and not 
dare to touch a single article beyond hh 
right to distress for. 

" The furniture be all old— itll fetch 
nothing without the pictures/' said the 
man, surlily. 

Griselda, who had been afraid that the 
^ sum 
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sum was miich larger, said she should pur- 
chase it in at that money, therefore there 
need b^ no more trouble on the subject ; 
and opening a case of diamonds, so fully 
convinced the nian of her power^ that he 
offered immediately to withdraw ; she told 
him that she wished the furniture of the 
house to be appraised, except the pictures ;. 
but insisted on the furniture being repla- 
ced exactly as it had been found; but was^ 
perfectly willing that proper persons 
should remain in il till she h^ fulfilled her 
engagement. x 

Obedience followed her mandate, mildly 
as it was pronounced; the crowd gave way 
on evfery side, alike struck with herbeauty^ 
hei^ mourning dress, and the occasioit 
whichv had brought her amongst them; at. 
Allen's motion they iall quitted the room> 
which he locked, ^nd gave kdy Langdalc^ 
the key ; who, ordering the people some 
refreshment, instantly returned to theGrove„ 
"with a celerity that surprised eyea theanx- 

ioua; 
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iousand impatient baronet, who met her 
at the library door, with a look that told 
her all he had suffered in her absence. 

'Tis a (rifte, my Jove/' said Griselda, 

that will be paid by a few trinkets. I 
arrived in time to save my pictures, and in 
fact every thing else, and to-morrow we 
will go there.*' 

'^ I cannot move, Griselda-r~I shall be 
seized. Tom has heard of three writs 



it 



against me.'* 



4< 



Allen, und any of our neighbours, will 
give bail for you ; we are not at York now ; 
we are in our own country, surrounded by 
neighbours and friends/* 

*' Ah, my Griselda ! I have no friend but 
you ! I am in my own country^ but my 
conduct there has made enemies, not 
friends, of my neighbours. You forget, 
my love, that we are at present under pro- 
scription, even if poverty had not fallen 
upon us; and that tiere is not one person 
in the country re and, whom even the late 
melancholy occasion will bring near us. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps, indeed, I could g^t bail, but I 
can die rather than solicit it. Suppose I 
^^ere immediately to sell this estate — Good 
<}pd, what a fool, what a madman have I 
]^en !" He paced the room in great agi- 
tation. 

Griselda spoke not till the tempest of 
bis mind had somqwhat subsided ; then 
kindly taking his hand, she said — 

'^ My dear, I have been much to blame 
in not inquiring more about your letters 
since your illness ; my motives were good, 
but it was a wrong species of delicacy ; 
for as it was impossible for you to answer -- 
them yourself, / ought to have done it ; 
there is nothing that irritates a creditor so 
much as neglecting their demands; a gen- 
tle refusal may be borne, but who can en- ' 
dure the contempt implied by silence? 
It is our mismanagement that has brought 
all these people upon us at once, and 
plunged us into such dreadful difBculties; 
we must however compromise as weU as 
we are able, and beg forbearance of the 

hind. 
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Jcind, that wetaay be enabled to satisfy the 
^demands of the pressing.'* 

^* I cannot beg mercy of tradesmen, Gri- 
selda." 

''Then we will pay the tradesmen ira- 
tnediately, and r let the gentlemen wait; 
their demands are ten times larger I am 
afraid, for your bills, as far as I can learn^ 
are all trifling/' 

''That is hnpossible; my debts of ho- 
nour must be paid on demand; in fact, 
they are no longer such, for I gave bonds 
to their amount to all my friends before I 
fought with Oxminster/' 

" Your friends were very generous to 
accept them at such a time. Oh Edward I 
you have never known tl friend ; little has 
the independence-of your spirit suited with 
such associates. How could they dare to 
distress you at such a time as that ?*' 

" They did^ however, and I thank them 
for it now.'* 

" Indeed, my love !" 
^' Indeed ; for they taught mc how to es* 

timat^ 



ti mate thie world, and' — th-ey taught mc 
how to value you." 

"^ Then I am bound to forgive, and al- 
most led to thank thetn^ my dear Edward/* 
said Griselda, tenderly. 

After a long pause sir Edward said — 

^* My horses shall be all sold immmedi- 
atelv ; Tom shall take them to London-— 
he may be trusted/' 

" My Jewels shall go with them, and my 
jwrtz^rf'5,"said Griselda, eagerly ; "and I have 
a fine fell of wood ready for stripping — 
and 1 have a considerable quarry of beau- 
tiful stone at the Elm wScar — the furniture 
of this house is new and valuable — we have 
three carriages, all very elegant; one is suf- 
ficient. Oh, my love, when we have ex- 
erted all our means for redieemjng our 
aflTairs, who knows but we may save the 
Grove ?" 

r 

Sir Edward shook his head incredulously, 

" Well,*' said Griselda, *' but will you al- 

low Allen a»d me to attempt it ? You see 

I know all the worst, my love ; and as my 

good 
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good father^ Was particularly anxious to 
make me a woman of business^ from know- 
ing I should one day stand alone in th6 
"world; and your health renders it impos- 
sible you should undertake to manage for 
yourself; will you allow me to relieve you 
from a burthen you are at present une- 
qual to encounter?" 

" You know not the task you under- 
take, Griselda— to save the Grove is im- 
possible. How can you contend with cun- 
ning, or thwart avarice ? arnd what else will 
you meet with in the world of gambling 
peers, or low-born shopkeepers ? No, 
no, never mind — we will run away to the 
Grange. I must be now content to be your 
pensioner there ; for I must confess, I should 
not like to live at. the Elms, and see the 
Grove in the possession of another." 

*' I am delighted with the idea/* said 

# • 

Criselda; "but we must go there without 
Xear of being followed by duns, whe- 
ther lords or linen-drapes. When we go 
to Yorkshire, let us take the independence 

VOL. II. M of 
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of the county as our copy. We will owe 
no man money^ though we owe every man 
good will. We will have the pride of ho- 
nesty, and the satisfaction of indepen- 
dence, which can only be attained by eco- 
nomy, and preserved by self-denial." 

" True ; I will give you my lettere in 
the morning; and I will see Allen, my 
love; we will consider how we may break 
the storm, or lighten its effects.'* 



mm0 



CHAP. VII. 

We cannot enter on this chapter without 
begging our female readers just to glance 
over the conversation of Griselda in our 
last. They will perceive, that where it 
was possible toiind fault with herself, ibe 
used the pronoun /; but where it wad im. 

posrible 
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-possible to speak without referring either 
immediately or remotely to that shamefully 
foolish conducts her husband^ from whence 
all their tronble originated, she never fail- 
ed to use the plural we. This little word, 
.thus appropriated, pronounced naturally, 
as if she indeed felt that they had gone 
hand-in-hand through error, and should do 
the same through reformation, while it 
soothed the ^^erity of self-reproach in sir 
£dward's mind, did not lessen the sense of 
what he owed to her exertions and affec- 
tions, yet preserved him from the mortifi- 
cation of seeming to owe it, to which his 
pride -could ill submit, and which, if felt, 
could not have failed to sour bis temper, 
prey on his spirits, and effectually rum his 
health, at present in so critical.a stale, that 
every accession of melancholy seemed to 
sap the springs of existence. 

If any woman,, however situated, will . 
take the trouble of reading her husband's 
heart, she Will find, that,a1thou«;hhe is cap- 
able of /ee/mg gratitude towc»rds her, in 

M 2 its 
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its purest, warmest form, yet it is not the 
principle by which the pride of his nature 
allows him to believe he is actuated ; and the 
greater and more self-evident his ohliga- 
dons to his wife may be, the more /back- 
ward he will be to acknowledge them, 
if she presumes upon them. If, there- 
fore, she wishes to be loved, as well as es- 
teemed — if her heart, desirous to enjoy the 
pure intercourse of connubial friendship, 

^' Where heart meets heart, reciprocally soft, 

r 

Each other's pillow for divine repose,** 

she must be content to resign all claims 
of power from the right of obligation ; to 
* '' possess as though she possessed not ;'' and 
to receive, with grateful pleasure, every 
emanation of love from a heart which owes 
her unboXinded tenderness. 

Many ladies will say — ** This is a bard 

saying — who can bear it?" They will be 

' very willing to be very generous to their 

lords, for generosity is a pleasant virtue; 

' hilt to be conteat to do nothing, when their 

, fortune. 
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foftune, //?rfr interest, //idr exertion, i*' 
doing all, appears to them unjust — nay>. 
almost impossible. If a man by his extra*^ 
vagance has forfeited, or by his misfortunes^ 
lost the power of being mastei? of Iws ow» 
bouse, surely it h enough to be good to 
Mm— ^generous* to hita; one cannot do^ 
snore^ 

Then, Iadies> you may have tractable 
husbands^ hypocritical hiisbands, fawning 
husbands; but the homage of a. fond and 
grateful heart never will be'yours» You^ 
may have decent companions for this 
world in the beings who are shackled, not 
r^formed»;, but you will never know the 
&ublime satisfaction of preparing the can«- 
didate for a better. 

Nothing less than the perfect esteem^ 
and the deep, sense of Griselda'sloye, felt 
by the baronet, would have induced him . 
(notwithstanding the embarrassment of hi$ 
circumstances) to have seen, and laid opea 
his affairs, before Allen, such was the pre- 
^dJce bis pride and his conscience had 

H. 3. equally 
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equally formed against this Excellent old^ 
man. He expected quiestions which couW 
not be answered, and comments whicb 
could not be endured; bHt yet he had 
such a reliance on the affection and respect 
Allen must necessarily have for lady Lang- 
dale, thai he hoped this unpleasant inter- 
view would be got oyer without ^xcitin^ 
much irritation on his part; and he re- 
solved to exert himself for her sake, to 
endure the old fellow's insolence and ted?- 
ousness. 

Whatever might be Allen's private opi- 
nion of the baronet, the sight of him affecf- 
ed him in the most sensible manner. Hiy 
mourning habit,, his extreme palenljss, and 
the idea of helplessness^ conveyed by his 
right arm berng still in a slrng, struck for- 
cibly oh the humane heart of the honest 
steward, who, with no weaknesses of hfs 
ow ) to lament, couM still feel for those of 
others. 

"Poor Miss Grizy !** said be, internalfy ; 
" if the sight of this naughty roam affects 
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me, no wonder you are led away so j he 
was her only love, poor lamb V* 

To Allen's salute, sir Edward returned a 
civil bow; the old man laid down two 
heavy books On the table-^— 

" These are my accounts, sir Edward — 
would you be pleased to examine them ?" 

" Your accounts," replied sir Edward, 
with a little haughtiness, ''can always be ex-' 
amined without trouble or regret ; but you 
are come now to examine mine, Mr. Allen, 
which are by no means in the same situa- 
tion/' 

*• Give me leave,*' said Griselda/ '* in the 
first place, to lay before you both ihese let- 
ters, which I hdvejnst got from the post.'* 

They were all from creditors^. of one 
description or other, and Allea minutejd 
their demands, as he silently looked over 
their contents: at length one was opened 
by sir Edward, in which his dear friend, 
lord Bellingham, was excessively sorry to 
trouble him for the thousand pounds he 
had won at York; but being cursedly cut 

M 4 - * of 
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oFcash^ he could not help it; however, to 
accommodate his friend, he would take his 
pair of curricle- horses, Jackall and High- 
flyer, in lieu of the money, and begged 
they might be returned by the gcoom^ as 
. it would save trouble. 

'^ This nobleman, without cash," salft 
Allen, ^' takes an odd method of relieving 
his necessities," 

" He must have th^ horses," said sir Ed- 
ward ; " for he is a man of whom I would 
not ask a. favour for the world> sa 
thoroughly do I despise him/* 

" I will speak to Tom," said Allen. 

In a fuw minutes he returned, and lay- 
ing a stamp before sir Edward. — 

'i Can your honour manage to write- 
wi th that hand ? — the draft only needs your 
signature/* 

Sir Edward, surprised, read a draft ovk 
Allen, at sight, for a thousand pounds. 

'* What is the meaning of this, Mr. Alleh ? 
~I do not wish to become your debtor foe 
a thousand pounds.'* 

, '* Nor 
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" "' Nor will you ; for I am willing to give 
you eleven hundred for the horses in ques- 
tion, and the other hundred I will pay yoit 
i-ncash. Pardon me, sir Edward, if I take* 
a, wrong method in shewing you how com* 
nion a thing it is for a genllefnan to pay 
twenty-five shillings in the pound; and^ 
how necessary, where he has many claim*- 
ants, to make the most of his moneyv- 
^ This beggarly lord has heard of your disr 
tress, and has actually begun a treaty for 
Jackall, on the strength of your known inr 
difference to business^ and your fear ofbe- 
traying your circumstances by a public 
sale of your horses ; and Mr. Melville has 
offered seven hundred and fifty guineas' 
for this single horse: by accepting my of- 
fer, you save your property, pay your-xlebt 
honourably, and disappoint a knave/*; 

The. baronet signed the draft, ancj as hp 
passed it. into the old man's hand; he press- 
ed, thatf liand, saying, in great trcpida^ 
tfon — *- 

'^ Allen, 1 have aever /cwotan. you/' 

M 6. /* Tiien 
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" Then know me now, sir Edward/ for 
a man who is not only your true friend; 
^ but a man capable of feeKing what it due to 
your situation, I confess 1 have been bit- 
' terly disappointed in you ; but the ' time 
past may suffice for folly;* God forbid 
that I should bruise whom he hath afflictedl 
1 do not forget, that in the madness of 
your extravagance, yop touched not the 
property of the fatherless; and though you 
tied with a wanton, yet you suffered not 
the tongue of the slanderer to pollute the 
name of your spouse: for these reasons 
bave I set myself against your defamers, 
and for these reasons will I struggle with 
your besiegers now ; every man shall be 
paid lawfully, but no man shall be paid th»t 
to \(^hich he bath no claim," 

The old man paused, but the tear 
coursed down his ruddy cheek, unblanched 
by sixty winters, and discoursed largely to 
the heart : but sir Edward was little able to 
endure the agitation produced by scenes 
like this, which Allen perceiving, proposed 

to 
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to retire, saying he would return in the 
evening ; but before sir Edward could re- 
ply, a servant announced the arrival of sir 
William Eiland, which all the parties heard 
with some pleasure, though the glow of 
shame evidently tinged the baronet's pale 
cheek, as he recollected the state in which 
his cousin, in the Japse of one short year, 
would find his house and his affairs, 

Griselda immediately withdrew to gi^e 
a mournful welcome to their friend ; but to 
sir Edward's great surprise, Allen did not 
follow, but closed the door carefully after 
her ; then going close up to the sofa, he 
said— 

" It is probable that sir William will take 
you back with him, and, in my humble 
opinion, it will be a wise step; but as 
there are men •on the wait for you, and 
even a trifling privation of liberty is pain- 
ful to an ailing man, take these checks, and 
draw on. me to the amount of two thou- 
sand five hundred pounds — John Allen's 
drafts \?ill be cashed by any banking- 

M 6 house 
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house in this county — and, for your pri- 
vate expences, here are fifty pounds and 
fifteen guineas. Bear up your spirits, and 
guard your health, remembering that your 
life and welfare includes the happiness of 
an angel." 

The old man waited not an answer; and 
soon after he had withdrawn, sir Wil- 
liam entered with lady Langdale, He was 
hurt at seeing his cousin look so i)U but' 
adverted slightly to that, and the late los& 
they had sustained, saying, that circum*- 
stances alone had prevented him from beg- 
ging them to have been present at his mar- 
riage. 

*' Marriage t — you married V cried the 
baronet. ► . 

" Why, ah — so it 15, ** said sir William.; 
'^ you see I could not help envying you, 
and that set me seriously to thjuking about 
it; and Miss Slingsby being in my way, 
I at l^t began to make love to her, whicb 
quickened a little when I fbund that she had 
got money — though I must do bolh myself 

and 
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and her the justice to say, her want of it 
might have deferred our marriage, thought 
H would not have preverrted it." 

You ' surprise me," said Griselda r 
but I am trulj glad to hear of your mar- 
riage with a person t esteemed so much on 
90 very short an^ acquaintance/' 

'' I was surprised myself," returned the 
baronet ; ^^ but the fact is this — after I had 
been some time at lady Elizabeth's, some*-, 
times debating with ray prudence, which adr 
vised me either to marry a woman witii mo- 
ney, OP not to marry at all till my estate was 
deared, and at others yielding to my 
wishes^ and almost asking the question, it 
so happened, that hdy Elizabeth was, as 
yon know, suddenly called from home, and 
i\j[iss Slingsby was of course forced to go 
home; sol was left in a very melancholy, 
mopish sort of a way, in which condition, 
on her return, her ladyship found me. Well, 
she did not come back, as I thmight^in the 
best of all humours for a lover, havins: all 
the inclination in the world to rail ^t the 

perfidy 
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perfidy and crueHy of men ; but in tbe^ 
course of a day or two, perceiving my me- 
lancholy increase, and yet that I did not 
offer to leave her house, she made a virtue 
of necessity, by converting her melancholy 
visitant into a grateful and happy man ; thus 
addressing me one morning after breaks 
fast : — 

' I perceive, Wllliara> you have a great 
regard for Miss Slingsby ; and I approve 
your choice exceedingly, for I love her as 
if she were my daughter/ 

' Your ladyship is an excellent judge 
of female worth ; to be sure I do admire 
Miss Slingsby, but zt my time of life^ mar- > 
Tying for love is not quite the thing.' 

' I will be plain with you, sir William ; my ; 
estate is at my own disposal, and it is my 
intention to give ten thousand poundsout of 
it to Miss Slingsby ; if that fortune is worth 
your acceptance, wbich, from my know- 
ledge of your situation, I really think it is, 
you may make her an offer with great pro- 
priety ; especially as I assure you yonr 

children 
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children by Miss Sling^hy wiU be my 
children ; though I wiii be candid enough 
to tell you, there is a^ child now in the 
vrorld whom I shall consider an equal clat* 
mant/'^ 

Griselda burst into tears; the baronet^ 
much affected, waved his hand for sir 
William to continue. 

*^ I have little left to say/' resumed he, 
^* for the drama was soon after finished, and 
a fortnight ago I brought home my bride; 
Knowing you were in York, I addressed a 
letter to a' friend in that neighbourhood, 
informing you of this event, which he was 
4Dbliged to return to me, as you had left 
your lodgings and were returned to the 
Grove." 

Sir William, as soon as he observed lady 
Langdale's spirits were a little recovered, 
entreated her to favour his lady with her 
complany ; to which she consented, as soon 
as she should be able t-o assure her that all 
the bridal bustle should be over, tillwhen,, 
she could not do it either with pleasure ol* 

propriety ; 
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propriety ; but ahe would give him leaver 
she said, to take away sir Edward sooner, 
as a mourning house was by no means ca1« 
culated for his present estate of beahh,! and 
slie dui-st trust him to the care of hdy E^ 
land, who had been used to the render of- 
fices of a nurse to her worthy father. 

Sir Edward knew too wiell what was go^ 
iiig forward in his own hotise to resist this 
plan, though he now in turn felt that 
parting from GriseWa wis leaving half his 
soul behind him ; But therecoMection how 
lately he had left her in tbe most heart- 
rending circumstances, sefaled his lips, and' 
forbade him the privilege of compiaint» 
From all the conversation he had in the 
course of the day with sir William, he 
could not learn that that gentleman knew 
, the present situation of his afTairs; butthait 
he was come with the beI^evolent intention: 
of condoling his lady for the loss of her 
boy, and in a manner to restore both tO' 
society, appeared the sole purport of his 
visit. As it had been the intention of the- 

family. 
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latnily to sleep at the Elms that night, they 
carried sir William thither, and from thenc?^ 
the following day, sir Edward accompa- 
Died him iahis carriage to his house. 

Sleepless had been the night, and sor- 
rowful was the morning of this day, to 
sir Edward Langdale. Bis sojourn, for 
the last time,^ at the seat of his ancestors, 
had been very short, yet it had comprised 
1^) age of suffering, which pressed yet, 
and must long press upon his heart ; he 
could neither fly from it by dissipation,, 
nor m«et it by fortitude : for the evik 
brought upon us by our own indiscretioA 
there is no honour in bearing with firm*. 
Bess, and the mind soon loses the energy 
>vhich IS not stimulated by self-approbation, 
nor rewarded by the plaudits of admiication,. 
In bidding adieu to the sharer of his sor7 
rows, he felt all the ignominy of exposing 
an innocent woman to cncount'cr, alone^. 
the bufTetings of adversity, and it was with 
difficulty she could prevail on him to de- 
part ; nor would she have been able to ef- 
fect 
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feet a circamstanceshe^at once feared and[ 
desired, if Allen had not assured him tba& 
he was convinced. the sense of his personal 
safety would make her amenfd^ for every 
other privation ; and that it would be im* 
possible for him to regain his health in the 
immediate neighbourhood of a place where 
every transaction that could occur, for 
some weeks to come^ must be of a nature 
to* lacerate his feelings, and prevent the 
possibility of convalescence^ 

Sir Edward yielded despondently to these 
suggestions, and set out for Worcestershire; 
his patient wife struggled with her feeS- 
ings^ and bade him cheerfully adieu ; but 
the moment. the carriage drove off, she re* 
tired to kcr own room, and indulgisd the 
anguish which arose in agony, and over* 
whelmed her very soul. She was now 
again in her paternal home — that home she 
had left so short a time, and miist ivow leave 
again for ever, perhaps; she fell ofi her 
knees,and endeavoured to pray for strength 
to endure her. multiplied ca^lami^ties; her 

prayer 
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prayer wa« InarrticuTate; but humility and 
faith ivere its charateteriafrcs; and she arose 
refreshed and strengthened, depending cm 
Him whose " strength is made perfect in 
our weakness/' and " whose arm is not 
shortened that it cannot save.*' ' 

It was now decided that Tom and Allenir 
should set but for London, the one to pro-, 
cure money by mortgage on the Grove es- 
tate, which, if possible, Griselda was de- 
termined to keep in the family, and to dis- 
pose of her diamohdsand pictures; and the 
other to sell, by private contract, his.mas- 
ter's valuable stud ; and in the mean time;,, 
lady Langdale herself was occupied in 
closely investigating the nature of the va- 
rious claims, and assigning to the more 
necessitous, not the more clamorous, their 
respective liquidations. The day of sale 
was fixed on by those credi'torswho had made 
the distress at the Grove ; and as the de- 
struction there appeared inevitable, she set- 
tled that the whole of theYurniture should 

■ 

be disposed of, and the suing .creditor be 

first 
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fipst paid ; but being provided with a JittTe 
ready cash by Allen^ she placed Nichx)lsoii 
and Gilbert there, to take care that ther 
goods were not sold improperly cheap, or 
injured by the carelessness of the salesmen i^ 
of the former there soon becaine no. fear, 
as the whole country, for many miles round,. 
ca*ine to the sale; and possessed with the idea 
that every thing in the house of such aa 
elegant young couple mnst be elegant also^ 
bought their goods, in many instances, , air 
more than their origimjl cost ; and after 
the contents of the house, andstable-furnir 
tiire, were sold, a, considerable surplus o€ 
ready mouey was paid into the bands of 
Griselda. 

This temporary possession of money, by 
relieving her from mafty of thedebts of lit-- 
tie. tradesmen, which pressed most heavily 
on her mind, gave her courage to look still: 
further into her situation, and arrange her 
plans. Glad that sir Edward had adopted, 
the plan of retiring to the Grangei in York- 
shire> she conceived the idea, of appropria^w 

ting, 
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ling the income of ihe Elms to the liqui- 
dation of the debt upon the Grove; justly 
<x)nceiving, that the income of the Grange 
estate, about one thousand five hundred 
pounds per annum, was equal to the esta- 
blishment of any family resident there. 
She had a colliery contiguous to this estate* 
but not entailed with it, which, after being 
;a great expence to the family for some 
years; had lately become a very promising 
concern, and' which Allen had advised her 
to sell; but she greatly preferred borrowing 
money upon it, under the idea of its be- 
-coming a source of amusement, and even 
wealth to sir Edward. This matter.she ar- 
ranged by means of her agent in that coun- 
ty. Her corres]3ondents, however divided 
or increased, did not prevent her writing 
nearly every day to sir Edward, and en- 
deavouring, *by every possible means, to 
sooth or divert his niind ; never mention- 
ing business further than to inform him that 
some unpleasant creditor was satisfied — 
some pressing, difficulty removed. 

From 
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From the time that it had entered her 
tnind to procure a tenant for the Elms^ she 
liad entertained a great desire that general 
Harcourt would take it ; hat the awkward 
situation in which she stood with that gen^ 
tieman rendered her unwilling to request 
any thing of his generosity, which she 
could not demand from his friendship; but 
at length her desire of obtaining a person 
vhose name alone wQuld account to the 
world fpr his residence there, induced, her 
to conquer every difficulty, and she ad- 
dressed a letter to him, offering the Elms 
on easy terms, for fourteen years ; and at 
the same time instructed Allen to conclude 
the business, should it prove agreeable to 
the general, during his stay in London. 
Having dispatched these letters, and entires 
ly satisfied her late servants at the Grove, 
and all her tradespeople, she set out on a 
visit to her anxious husband at sir William 
JElland's. 

' The extreme fatigue she had suffered of 
late, from mental anxiety ;^n4' peTpetu^l 

exertion. 
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«?fertioh, had made her look so thin and 
ill, that sir Edward testified, at their first 
-meeting, rather alarm than joy ; but as sf*e 
had the pleasure of finding him look con^ 
siderably better, the joy she felt communi- 
cated Itself to every feature, and gave a 
transitory improvement to her looks^ which 
restored self-complacency to her husband, 
and enabled him to enjoy the chastened 
pleasure of their meeting, which was more 
lover-like than any they had known before. 
"When alone, Griselda revealed her scheme 
respecting the disposal of the Elms, whicii 
"he had previously given up entirely to her, 
insisting ORJy that it should not be sold or 
mortgaged, and had the pleasure of hearing 
him say that he should be happy to know a 
'Harcourt again resided there ; and to assure 
her that every step she had taken appeared 
Jto him the best that co^Id possibly hav:e 
been .adopted. 

'' Then I am happy, most happy," said 
•Griselda. 

'' But you look* so pale with your happi- 
ness^ 



tiess, my love, that it is impossible for fne 
to partake it ; I will not part with you t0 
be thus harrassed, to save a thousand Elms 
'and Groves from destruction." 

But notwithstanding, this declaration, it 
T^ecame necessary in a few days that she 
, should return ; still " hills on hills, and Alp« 
x>n Alps, arose ;'* and as soon as ever the ar- 
Tival of Allen was spread over |he country^ 
Tiew claimants appeared ; and though he 
ivas loath, yet he was obliged again to sum- 
mon his lady, her presence being abso^ 
3utely necessary. 

She had the satisfaction of iindin«: the 
■general had not only closed with her pi^o* 
position, but had deposited a sum in Allen's 
hand for the purchase of the furniture; 
and that he had permitted her to draw for the 
rent upon him in advance, if it were foundan 
object of convenience; he had moreover 
inquired into the nature of all her little 
establishments in the village, and given or- 
ders for the cpntinuance of them, under the 
aiispices of lady Elinor. This was a matter 

oF 
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of true rejoicing to the he^rt of Griselda, 
and once more the tear of joy visited her 
gladdened eye. 

She now, as if eased of her chief burden, 
proceeded with a lightened heart to con- 
clude her arrangements; she converted a 
part of the stables into a neat dwelling- 
house for AHen, who undertook, with 
Nicholson, Anne, and the bailifT, to turn 
the Grove into a profitable farm. The 
gardener took his old domain, on a short 
lease, at an easy rent, under pramise of 
preservit^g it for beauty, as well as use, 
againstthe happy time which should restore 
it to its master. The servants at the films 
were retained on the general's account^ 
and several engaged from the iSrove, the 
rest being allowed board-wages till they 
should be engaged in-service; the young 
miller had an addition of land made <o his 
little farm ; and all the pensioners of the 
Elms had a quarter's allowance paid in ad- 
vance. Bonds and notes, of melancholy 
memory, were all completely paid, andihe 

Yor. u. N voice 
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voice of the creditor was no more heard in 
its walls. A melancholy silence succeeded 
the late distressful clamour ; and GriseLda 
was assisting Gilbert to pack her clothes^ 
and a few trifling articles of favourite fur- 
niture, when she happened to look through 
thje window^ and saw Tom standing with his 
back against the garden gate^ looking up. 
the road that led to the Grove^ apparently, 
in deep and mournful contemplation of the 
ruin he had but just returned to witness; 
having sent the money he had taken for the 
best horses by Mr. Allen, and only now 
brought the remaining part of the sum : 
bis known judgment and acknowledged ho^ 
nesty had mad# his mission successful be- 
yond his most sanguine expectations; but 
the parting with his four-footed friends had 
cosi Tom some bitter sighs; and to come 
back to see what he called ruin and deso^^ 
lation, notwithstanding the great heap of 
money he. had taken, besides all that Mr. 
Alien had got for his lady's gewgaws^ was 
more than he could bear. 

Lady 



• 

^ 
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LiAy Laf!ig(}ale opened ^casemenl, and 
beggerf Mm to come iii^-^slit* had recieived 
« letter from the baiWef in which he wat 

mentioiYed. 

Tom obeyed, bttt his^pace wi^s slow, afndl 
his gesture indicative cMTa very heavy heart; 

Lady Langdale said — " YoU see, totA, 
we ate settling for every body, as- well a^ 
we are able ; and above a(fl our gertatHs wei 
wish to consider tfOU; if, t here for€', you 
wottht wish to be flxed in this country,' 
either m groom to general Hsrrconrr, or—'* 

'^ Generad ! — the devii ! --*I ax pardon; 
my lady ; but I didn!t think to aihard jovk 
z&y^ zuch a thing/' saiid Tom, with marks of 
anger in his conntentinfoe^ ' 

^' Getiearsrl Harcoiiat is a good ttian and a 
rtek one:; he would^ be an exc^font master 
tor you ; bat y<M» shitH have a farm^ To«b 
-t-you shall beyour' oxen master/' 

'' h zhatft ; piease-yoai^ Ikdyship to net* 
tie who you^ likeGrrH&ir Edi^^rd hited I, atvck 
sir £d Aatdf shall diichiurge;!^ by your leave/'^ 

v9 '' Your 
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*' Your master tells me, Tom, to make 
you these offers, but be says h^re — * If, 
after all, the silly lellow should persist in 
staying with me^ which I think very likely, 
pray tell him all the difficulties oFhissituar 
tion ; for you know he will have as many, 
employments as Scrub, and not one intel- 
ligent friend left in the stable to console 
him for his sufferings/' 

Tom laughed, cried, and at last said— 
" I ax your pardon, ray lady, but you scar^ 
ed me mainly ; I thought hiz honour wor 
for turning me off after all, and that wad 
ba been scrubby, ye'll allow.'* 

f* It is our duty to fix you in the world, 
Tom ;. and we thought you might wish to 
marry and settle in your own country/' 

'' ^oa, noa, I ha zeen quite enuff o' wed- 
dings, my lady, in all conscience, i' my 
master's case ; and bezides, I never wor geen 
to wild ways; Ml ztick to* my place, an az 
to work, I can drive a chaise, brush a coat, 
or clean a ztable, wi anybody; and though 

mayhap 
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mayhap I sShould be ratherly awkward at 
waiting at table, if his honour has nobbut 
I to do it« why 1 zhalt soon lafri." 
. '• I have ho <loubt of it, Tom, and I 
therefore hope yoti will be happy with us; 
Md you know there is the brown mare^ 
^hicbydur master knows nothing ofj for a 
bit of comfort to you.*' 

Tom laughed-—" Ah, my lady, we ha 
ebcated him nicely thei^e, she*s the best bit 
o* blood we everhafcl'i^rii'stcfablesr; it wad 
haf gon hard wi me to ha sell 'd her."^ 
. '" Well, but Tbin,'her^ is mbrtey foryoiT, 
tirbich I woultftiavistf yoii to leave iii Allen"^ 
hand^ before we leave' thi^'cbuntry^ you 
ire the last person I settle with, and I pay 
you accerrding to my tneans^ hot yoor me- 
rits; here w one 'hundred pounds for your 
*ile of the horses, for I know you have not 
pocketed the accustomed fees, which would 
have been much more ; and here is one 
hundred and thirty, which I find to be the 
arrears of your wages, which ha\''e been tod 
imaU for your plaee; you will therefore a6- 

N 3 cept 
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cept thirty girixieas frem md as a proof of 
iToy— —'* 

'' I mW neither hare mopejr tior proof; 
tiofr any tiling dse« please C^d/' itid Tom, 
blubbering; '* doan't J know laH abctet 
things ?^^()oan't I know at we lost ^^rt 
thing at York, and 41U that ? j^pa^ ii9a# J'U 
have noa money." • , : ::: 

" TJien I cannot take yoa into = Ifork- 
sbire^ Tom; for j9»y . orders ane t0 paif 
all our debts of ^eyeryikind/* 

Tom-qpnsidereda foment — ^' I .kjDovtt 
cash is cash, and y^e'ijl want it oif, my lady, 
when we gets into ja no mtipn palace wbjet# 
may be^fine foalkapay^s just zame 1^ poor 
un^s; %Q if je'U p)eaze to tes^ thisndii', Tzo 
tc;^k h z^gim wiien^yer hj» honour <4>«Ma 
back to his own ho^>3es**^wiU)tbat4o?" 
^ " Exlretuely well, Tom; I-wiil giv;e yon 
»iy note/' 

Jhis important pioiQt arranged, and every 
thing fioaUy settled wiih Mr. Allen, wtio, like 
Toni> had for some time refused tosettle bis 
affairs;, tady Eangdale at Jen^tb enjoyed the 

satisfaction 
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satisfaction of rejoining her bosom's lord, 
withonta single care upon her mind but 
what arose from her solicitude for his per^ 
Bonal comfort ; but the habit she had ao- 
quired of being perpetually calculating, 
the continual al^rm she had been iii from 
the sense of impending danger, add^ to 
lier natural timidity, had given a gloom to 
iier hrovt, a rapid and tremulous shake in 
her voice, and a nervous weakness to iier 
^rame, that shewied l^ow <Ruch she had suflfer- 
»td, both in her mind and her bonslitution ; 
«aiid provedio her friends that it would be a 

ioDg, long time before either would regain 
iheir accustomed stmngtii and equanimity; 
With a tiemler and moorafut <eye air JBdr 
^ard saw these ravages in the be^luty audi 
health of his estimable wife; biit so ^much 
was his heart aet at ease by ber completeatv- 
rangement of his afl&irs^ and ao far beyond 
his most sanguine hopes had^ the manage* 
ment of b'l&cwn estate been settled^ that 
in the first ^ush of his joy , his alorast felt 
angry with her for not participatiftg * his 

k4 emotions 
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-emotions with equal warmth and exulta^ 
lion ; but when he looked at her sunken 
eye and faded form, he melted into sor- 
row, abd thought even their mutual happi- 
.ness had been toa dearly purchased. . 
; As Griselda had sent Tom privately into 
Yorkshire with his precious charge, the fa- 
vourite mare, and Gilbert also to prepare 
ithe. house for their reception, she willingly 
accepted lady Elland's invitation to spend 
a week or two with her ; the more espeqi-^ 
:aily as sir Edward now found himself well 
enough to accompany his friend ashooting, 
though not yet able to pull a trigger him- 
Aelf. . Griselda had the satisfaction of see- 
i»£ him every day regain some portioa 
at health and strength; and she was now 
convinced that his recovery was owing to 
the. removal of those pecuniary difficulties 
'Which had perpetually pressed upon his 
spirits, and excited the slow fever which 
had sapped the springs of life, and would 
most probably have soon thrown him intoa 
confirmed constrmption. She congratulated 

herself 
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herself on the exertions she had used, and 
the happy end she had made of these har- 
rassing concerns ; but she was surprised and 
sorry to find her own nerves, shattered as it 
' were, to Veiy atoms ; and that a thousand 
little complaints, unfelt during the time 
her mind was involved in the confusion of 
business, now rose to scare repose from 
that pillow of rest and independence she 
had so lately and so dearly purchased. 

It was not till the middle of November 
that sir Edward and his lady left sir WiN 
liam and hr» amiable bride, to take up their 
new residence in a house not inhabited by 
the owners for the last twelve years, during 
whfch period it had beeiD managed by a 
bailiflf, under the inspection of a neigh- 
bouring attorney, a man of great probity, 
bar little tastci, who, if the farmer pro- 
dux:edsuch monies as he thought the num- 
ber and value of the acres ought to plro- 
duce to his employers/ was perfectly easy 
whether the lawn was ploughed or grazed : 
so the farmer took his own way very com- 

N 5 posedly 
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posedjy, and made a few alterations n^t 
,per{eoi\Y consoAani ivith pictur^esique 
beauly^ as we isball perhaps find 4Qjcca$io^ 
tQ mentian. 

The site of. t)ie Grao^ was one. of the 
J930€t beautifiil to be founif in the We$t 
Riding of Yorkshire towards the North, 
'tv'here it is ^very where &tl of the «oist en- 
chantiag prospects; it f^pod otr.a fine 
slopfi,with a beaiitfful terrape hniqediatfly 
before the house^ from which the eye; de- 
scended to a lawn, ornamented with grq^ips 
of rtneesi ter«in»tfiig in a vale, thrpugfi 
wlrijch *be Wharfe (that xiner wbieh seeofi^, 
jo iltsfomwtic aod ever-varyiipig stireainj ito 
combine ^1 thatl has beep said and aiiiug 
of river beatrfy since rthe worid began) w» 
wmding and aounmiripg. through hanks 
fringed by old elms, and gpwited by msassy 
rocks^ that froAi the opposite h^ks swelleft 
by degrees into lofty mountaiwij^ An£l 
frowning precipices^ 

Grisel4a was borin at the Qrangei and 

lived there till she had en|ei«ed^h^f fifteenth 

6 year; 
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year; iq this ra^ji^tic and ^y^vdi) sceiiery 

she ha4 imbibed that sublime aod correct 

taste^ that noble ^Qip]icity aod enthusi^tic 

$ensibHityi which fpr m^ the ^nm^ fi^a* 

tiitres pf her mindj and ga?^ ^ h^r m9ni)^vs 

and conveffiatioa a cooibli^cd tJ^^aiCter pf 

;swe^tiie$is^ and^ti-e^gth pf digoifi^dbiiini* 

Wy and gejMiiae .purity* iS^Bldom l^iimd in 

any w^^ pf IMc, bwt equally ifnprefmve 

in it$ ejir^^jpt)^ ofi ;»)J. Heri^ she bad ranpblied 

with a &th^ i(vhp«e judicJoiis cai*e had ca- 

iwed h<^ thie foli^nsing of a s^tiod ^odwtitu^ 

tipiij by ill wring hfr to fariy ^%i^^xi^, 

white J^ pres^rv^ h^r fro«i vu^wr babil?;; 

and h94 ^^^ the deHcapy loJ fwiaie viaii^ 

i)er3» by meotal cuUivatio^^ jn thoste y^y 

^alkii whicb neccis$adJy ioi^Jaded atbl^tjc 

aittaiAmentfs. Here, lop^ j»be had imbibed^ 

A'PiV an ^le^nt and iteiMler moth^^ i^very 

apcoaipliisbQfi^nt whM^h €P4i14 add gra$e tp 

vjrtii^^ sind ppweif to tovii^hii9i$; 9nd h^e^ 

from her earHefit r^^pjl^ct^j 3he tiid be<- 

held 10 both ^wW^ an exaiopie of worthy 

•andapi^pol pfthe existence of hftppjnesc^ 

such 
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snch as she had never beheld in any other 
aituation. 

On the death of art uncle, IVfr. Harcourt 
had been induced^ at the earnest solicitar- 
tlon of that uncle's maiden sisters, to take 
up his residence with them at the Elms, 
"Which was a spacious and eommodious 
mansion, bat for which he would not have 
quitted his pleasant home at the Grange, if 
the pride of a father had not led him to 
make the sacrifice. Long cranip^d in- his 
fortune, he had become habituated to*^ con^ 
Hue his expences to'the limits of his pfrree, 
'.notwithstanding the beneVolipnce and libe- 
ralify of his heart ; and rib temptatioii €>f 
interest cbuld have induced him, in his qWh 
person> to have renounced- his *' paternal 
acres,^ for the prospectof the Elms estate, 
to which he was the legal heir, though hot 
the immediate possessor ; but what pai'ents 
exist who feel not ambition for their chil<!> 
and such a child as Griselda ? : 

The removal of Mr. Harcourt with his fa* 
mily was attended by many of those ad van- 

tages 
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tagcs which accompany increase of wealth 
and family importance. He was the known 
heir of the Elms, and already considered itp^ 
master; and the two old ladies, now far 
advanced in life, who were the present in* 
cum bents, found a pleasure in his society^ 
and a comfort in his protection, for which 
they were grateful ; whilst they regarded his 
daughter as the being who was to keep their 
ancient family from decay> and concea-* 
trate in her person all the wealth, beauty, 
and bonQur,.that had ever belonged to it ; 
but their admiration of her was a source of 
continual torment to the j>oor gitl^ and still 
more to her amiable mother, though neither 
of them revealed then: vexation to Mr.Har* 
court, whoj much occupied in repairing 
those evils which had, from the age of his 
uncle, crept into the management of his es* 
tate^ knew not that his Griselda, -who. 
had hitherto lived free as the . mountain 
roe, was now subjected to the incessant re* 
proofs, wearisome exhortations and snapr 
pish, critiques, of two old maidens^ who, 

having 
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fcWvmg never lived imder the roof ivifh 

children, could neither enter into their 

feelings, make allowance for Aeir d€sirai# 

or contribute to-their^smiieetnenttt. 

These petty vexations fell moBt hard on 

•Mrs. Harcourt, whose gentle nature shrahlt 

from recritninalion, zitA -wfco fcft every 

Word filtered agiiiYf t heriwgXHeras^^Qg^ 

gex in l^r owTi hearty innoifently, ia ^nt 

seAse, «s it n^igfct be spdken; fertile saw 

<b%rf tfi^ old ladies -almost adored the very 

be? ng they eternally wolded. * Her only 

coRSolatioti was, that sbe<]»bKerv6d peacieivas 

mstan tly res^tored^ thd ^ very moflMiit the 

iroioe <yf her huslDund was heard in tlie 

jvouse; for both thv ladles^ though fre- 

i|uentiy jariing with €ach Other, agread iqii*- 

|iGhitIy in ^me:lhiilg--^he respect due to a 

man as such ; and in the midst of her tiDea^ 

einess, she wouidsoimetisnes smile iit4)b$erir'- 

ing an obedienioe and deference paid to her 

husband, by two women, who declared they 

had remained single through life because 

they could never submit to t^ restraints 

of 
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ortnatrimony, which could never havebeeA 
required from them by any reitsonahle man, 
in the state they had so much dreaded. 

The second year after their arri\'al at the 
Etms, that lender connexion between air 
Edward and bdy Langdak took places 
li^hich was attended with so much pain t0 
all parties^ as related in the first volume of 
these memoirs ; in which, after a severe 
struggle^ Griseida di vested her mind so lar 
of all selfish feelings^ as to rem^n ftbte loviejr 
to her father^ " though every heart-string 
bled at thoughts of parting." 

In this affair^ perhaps the mother again 
ivas the princijpal suflfener ; for ihejanguish 
of a child's JMeariis wfitten in deeper liiiea 
on tJM bosom of such a panent ; be liiat aa 
it may* the health of Mm. flarcoort from 
^hat time evidently dedined^ and Griseida, 
as if conscious of the cause, redoubled 
every assiduity, and seemed to exist only 
in the motlier who needed her tenderness. 

Things were in this state when Mr. Har<> 
court, in ihe prime of life, and full of 

healths 



health, by one of those visitations vrhich 
mock all human foresight^ was seized with 
an inflammation, which despised all human 
raidi and in a few hours decided his fate. 
'When violent pain gave way to those 
nymptoms which are the sad forerunners 
of dissolution, he saw and convened with 
liis wife and daughter; and displayed^ ill 
death, a striking proof of the power of \\AX 
teligion he had professed through life^ be^ 
lag indeed able 

*^ To build % bridge across tbe golf of d^NUlBy . 

And land us safely on tbe distant shgre.T 

' ■ ■ ' ' \ * 

•r. ■ ■ . ■ • • ■ . ' • ■ . 

V 

I To enter on this agonizing scdae k 
foreign to our purpose ; we therefore oiilf 
add, that by slow degrees, as we have al« 
ready mentioned^ his amiable wife trod the 
same awful path about three years after- 
wards. During her illness she became so 
anxious foe the. fate of Griselda, whose 
youthful bloom she every day saw consnm* 
ingin tbe baleful influence of a sick«-cham* 
ber, that she repented not returning to the 

Grange, 
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Grange, or fixing on some other habita-: 

tion.more congenial to youthful life ; andr 

whenever she. could touch on the subject- 

without awakening the grief of the trem* ' 

bling gir], she would advise her to leave: 

the Elms as a habitation : but when the last^ 

awful scene was clos^d^ the helplessness of- 

the aged inhabitants still, held a claim on^ 

the heart of the generous Griselda; and 

she continued, with all the faithful atten*: 

tions of a child, to. nurse the declioing: 

flame of life, till each dropt gently into the 

tomb, breathing their last sigh in praying 

for blessings on the head of their youlhfuL 

comforter^ 

After the death of the last sister, sar £d» 
ward renewed his addresses 'to Miss Har«v 
court, now left sole possessor of the Elou^: 
at>d the fortunes of . her tvv'o .great^aunts, 
together with a handsome sum deposited^ 
by her kind father in the funds, in addition 
to her mother*s.jointure ; and it was gene* 
rally thought these were the charms which 
now attracted the heart of the gay baronet, 

unless 
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unless some remaiiis of kis old passion^ or 
the pride of rivalling a man of high rank^ 
vrho lately made beir an offer, could be as- 
signed as a reason*; we will not pretend to 
say^whether alljhese reasons together, or 
one above all* — rfc. hi& thorough esteem for 
her superior merit, operated so as to pro- 
duce this effect; but certain tt is^ that the 
heart of the constant and tender Griselda, 
after due consideration, yielded as we have 
seen, rather in the hope, of making Mm 
worthy than herseff happy ; and for a dis- 
.tant; though glorious object^ sacrificed 
every consideration of present aggrandize- 
ment by a greater connexion, and of the 
better enjoyments which the independence 
of her mind, the largeness of her fortune,; 
and the benevolence of her disposition, so 
eminently calciilated her to estimate ainl 
enjoy. 
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